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Our demonstrators this month are
our own Michael and Cynthia Gibson.
As a young man, Michael spent long
hours as a shipwright’s apprentice
building wooden yachts on the banks
of the River Crouch in his native
England. After moving to the US at
the age of thirty, he began a career
as a finish carpenter and later a
builder. In 2004, he began exploring
the world of woodturning. He now
turns full time and is constantly challenging himself with new projects.
Cynthia has worked as a photographer's set stylist, food stylist and
caterer. She discovered pyrography
in 2008 when she and Mike were on
a Woodturning Cruise in Norway.
Bob Neill, a British pyrographer, was
on that trip and she was able to experiment with his woodburning
equipment. Cynthia says her collaborative efforts with Michael feel very
natural.

annual symposium and the Georgia
National Fair, we have been invited
to display our work at the Douglas
County Cultural Arts Center for the
month of September. The exhibit is
open to all GAW members and there
is no entry fee, so please plan on
exhibiting one or more of your
pieces. All work will be for sale if
you so choose and there is a 25%
commission on all sales.
Our first hands on day for new
woodturners was a great success.
We had a
full
house at
Mark
Sillay’s
shop and
everyone
I talked
to had a
great time and learned a lot. All six
lathes were busy making shavings
all day.
Thanks
to those
members
that
acted as
instruc-

Mike’s work, as well as their collaborative pieces, have been published in
both the AAW journal and Woodturning Design.
Mike will demonstrate turning an
enclosed beaded bowl with a round
base and Cynthia will discuss embellishing turned and carved forms with
pyrography. Her discussion will include design inspiration, implementing designs and the use of the wood
burner and nibs.
September is going to be a big
month for displays of our member’s
work. This year, in addition to our

tors/mentors.
May 15th is the last day to register
for the AAW symposium and save
$50. Remember, you do not have to
be a member to attend. If you have
never attended a national symposium, you can check out the schedule, demonstrators and other activities that will take place here. This is
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President’s Message—Cont.
an opportunity to see demonstrators that might
never come through this area or that you might have
to wait years to see. In every rotation you will see a
top notch woodturner and excellent demonstrator.
The main problem is trying deciding which demos to
attend.
Please remember the AAW empty bowls project is
on-going. We will collect bowls that members wish to
donate and the club will pay the shipping costs to get
them to the AAW offices in St. Paul. We will probably
collect the bowls at the May meeting, but stay tuned
as that may change.
The parking situation at Highland Woodworking has
changed. They have leased the back half of the parking lot to a nearby restaurant for valet parking.
There are signs indicating which spaces are reserved
and while the signs are not as clearly written as one
might hope, the bottom line is that those spaces are

reserved for that restaurant and we should not park
in them. It is valet parking, so they will know if a
vehicle does not belong there. If you park in those
spaces, your car may be booted.
Another parking issue involves the metered parking
on the street in front of Highland as well as between
Highland and the fire station. The city has installed
parking meters that serve more than one parking
space, so there is not a meter at every parking
space. Meters only serve a few spaces, so they are
not hard to spot if you know to look. So, if you park
in those areas, please check for a meter and for the
rules. My understanding is that it will cost you
$25.00 if you do not.
That’s all for this month. See you at the meeting on
the 17th.
Steve Pritchard

Reminders, Items of Interest
Congratulations to Steve Pritchard
Our own president took
Third Place at the Annual
Arts Clayton Juried Art
Show in January. Steve’s
piece was one of 55 selected for the show (he
had 3 accepted). Here is
Steve with the prize winning vessel.

First Mountain Arts Gallery—New Owners
First Mountain Arts Gallery
675 East Church St.
Jasper , GA , 30143
Phone: (706) 692-1821
www.firstmtnarts.com
Dear Friends, family, and fellow artists,
We are so excited to announce that we are now the
proud owners of First Mountain Arts Gallery, LLC in
Jasper, Georgia. We wanted to share our joy and
happiness at this wonderful new business opportunity for us and for the local artist community. There
are many fine and talented people in the area and
we hope to give them the opportunity to show you
their unique creations.
As in all new businesses, it will be difficult to keep
going, especially in a distressed economy, so we are
turning to our friends and neighbors to ask for their

help in promoting this exceptional collection of fine
arts and artisan crafts.
Please take a moment to forward this to your friends
and family and ask them to do the same. Word of
mouth is still the best advertising!
Come by and see us the next time you are heading
up to the mountains or just take a day trip and enjoy
the beautiful countryside.
Tell your Sunday school class, your lady's group, or
the fellow who has an interest in woodturning and
woodworking that we will be sponsoring special demonstrations and classes throughout the month.
We will even have some very special kid's classes for
Mother's Day projects and Father's Day. Easter egg
painting will be a must too and birdhouse design
workshops will start in the next week or so.
Thank you all for your support and for you help!
Peg Schmid, Laverda Godfrey and Skylar

2011 GAW Dues are Past Due
Your 2011 GAW dues were due in January. If you
have not paid for 2011 yet, please mail your check
for $25 (individual) or $30 (family) to:
Denis Delehanty
1563 Asheforde Dr.
Marietta, GA 30068
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Tips & Hints
Anchor Seal—What Not To Do
I have never done this, but have heard of it happening….If you want to keep your Anchor Seal End Grain
Sealer in good shape, don’t leave it outside in the
middle of the winter. Apparently freezing temperatures turns the stuff into a cottage cheese like substance, which can be partially remedied by adding
more water and stirring vigorously. However, it’s not
quite the same. Anonymous.

Tips & Hints Requested

not share it. Just send it to me—the newsletter editor at editor@gawoodturner.org

Newsletter input request
We are always soliciting members input (articles,
news items, tips, suggestions, links to relevant web
sites, or any other content that you have to share)
to make this newsletter better serve GAW members.
Send ideas / content to:
editor@gawoodturner.org

If you have a tip that will make turning easier, more
fun, safer, or make our pieces turn out better why

Demonstrations, Events
Upcoming GAW Demonstrators:
All meetings are the 3rd Thursday of each month at
6:30 pm. See Contact page for location information.
Mar 17th 2011—Michael & Cynthia Gibson—Mike
will be turning an enclosed beaded bowl with a
round base. Cynthia will discuss embellishing
turned and carved forms with Pyrography. (Design
inspiration, implementing designs; demonstrate
the use of the wood burner and nibs).
Apr 21st 2011—Frank Penta—Past president of
the Woodturners Guild of North Carolina, Frank has
been involved in woodworking throughout his life.
He began to focus specifically on woodturning in
1997. His work integrates function and aesthetics
with fine detailing and finishing to enhance the
natural beauty of the wood. Frank's one-of-a-kind
designs are exhibited in private collections and
sold through museums and galleries.
May 19th 2011—Jimmy Clews—Jimmy is not your
ordinary woodturner. Upon a first meeting one
would think of him as a renegade, a free thinker
and not within the stereotypical image of a woodturner. His charming British style, unending wit,
creative mind and magnetic personality are only
some of the attributes that make him popular in
the woodturning demonstration circuit.
June 16th 2011—Nick Cook—Everything you
wanted to know about the skew, and more.

Jimmy Clews Hands On Workshops
Three hands on workshops will be held on Friday
5/20, Saturday 5/21, and Sunday 5/22. The location

will be Mark Sillay's studio and the hours will be from
9:00a—4:00p for each one day session. Cost will be
$75. Anyone interested in the class needs to sign up
and pay Ron Britton.

Southern States Symposium XI
April 29, 30 and May 1, 2011
Featured Demonstrators:
Mark Gardner—Saluda, NC
Beth Ireland—Roslindale, MA
Robert Rosand—Bloomsburg, PA
Steve Sinner—Bettendorf, IA
For more information visit the Symposium web site
at: www.southernstatessymposium.org

AAW 25th Anniversary Symposium
The AAW’s 25th anniversary symposium will be held
in Saint Paul, MN. There is an outstanding slate of
demonstrators and panelists, so if you are a member, please consider attending and make your reservations early.
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Instant Gallery Photos, February Meeting
February Instant Gallery
Every month the members of our club produce many
fine pieces. This month is no exception. Take a look
at the items below. If you have a question about any
of the pieces, contact the owner at the next meeting.

White Oak vessel,
made from a crotch—
Roman Stankus

Large Cherry Burl
bowl—Turk Aliston
Cherry vessel with intricate
carved leaves—Michael and
Cynthia Gibson

Two Redwood Burl vessels, one (below) with
crack running the length
and an insert—Harvey
Meyer
Several small tea
candle holders, Oak,
Walnut, Red Bud,
Pecan—Doug
McCulloch
Two flared segmented
vases Walnut and Cherry
(right), Cherry and black
dyed veneer (left) - John
Rudert
Square Sapele “platter”
with concentric rings in
the center—Harvey Meyer

Two spalted Sugarberry
vessels—Jim Sibley

Natural Edge Elm
bowl with dragonfly painted and
burned into it—
Harvey Meyer
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Two Holly vessels with
extensive burning to add
texture—Harvey Meyer

Small acorn with
stand, Walnut and
Maple with threaded
top—Leon Thomas

Demonstration—Cliff Lounsbury
Cliff demonstrated his
carving techniques using a captive router, jig
and indexing

Tall spalted Apple vase—
Wes Jones

Cliff with his able bidied
assistance.

Large teapot, Madrone and
African Blackwood—
Michael & Cynthia Gibson

Two small tea cups,
turned, burned, and
carved—Michael &
Cynthia Gibson

Chestnut bowl, dyed
red and black on the
inside—Jim Hutchinson

Close up of the
vessel Cliff was
working on showing how his custom jig can go
around outside
curves.

Close up of
the outside
of the vessel
when it is
partially
carved
(around the
leaves).
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DVD/Video Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has
instructional videos available for rental before each
GAW meeting. A full list of the videos is shown on
our website. Only members may rent tapes and
DVDs. Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are lim-

Take advantage of this valuable and money
saving resource.
ited to 2 tapes or DVDs per month, and the items
must be returned the following month. Late fees of
$2.00 per month will be assessed for each item not
returned on time. New titles are being added every
month!

Woodturning Schools
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts. Check
out their websites to see the scheduled course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School www.folkschool.org
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts www.arrowmont.org
Highland Woodworking www.highlandwoodworking.com
Appalachian Center for Crafts www.tntech.edu/craftcenter
Dogwood Institute School of Fine Woodworking www.dogwoodwoodworking.com
Woodcraft www.woodcraft.com

Woodturning Instructors
The following GAW club members give private woodturning instruction in their own shops. Contact them
for more information.
Frank Bowers
fcbowrs@aol.com
404-292-1107
Phil Colson
pcolson@mindspring.com
404 518-4925
404 292-1107
Nick Cook
nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com
770 421-1212
Michael Gibson
www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com
404 803-1438

Take your skills to the next level. Have more
fun.
Wes Jones
wwjones@comcast.net
770 972-6803
Jack Morse
johnmorse@bellsouth.net
770 316-7941
Peggy Schmid
schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net
678 947-4562
Mark Sillay
barmark@comcast.net
404 556-1736
Terry Smith
woodtsmith@yahoo.com
478 972-3111
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www.gawoodturner.org
Highland Woodworking
1045 North Highland Avenue NE
Atlanta, Georgia 30306
Phone: (404) 872-4466
E-mail:
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) is a chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), dedicated to providing education, information and organization to those interested
in woodturning.
The GAW services those in the metro-Atlanta area. We meet on the third Thursday of each month
at 6:30 P.M.at Highland Woodworking (www.highlandwoodworking.com) in Virginia Highlands.
Meetings are open to all. Enter through the loading dock at the rear of the building and go upstairs. Highland Woodworking closes at 6:00 P.M. on Thursdays, so come early and shop.

Name, Position

Phone

Email address

Steve Pritchard, President

770-947-3457

president@gawoodturner.org

Frank Bowers, Vice President

404-292-1107

vp@gawoodturner.org

Denis Delehanty, Treasurer

404-550-2659

treasurer@gawoodturner.org

Jane Bridges, Secretary

770-491-1618

secretary@gawoodturner.org

Jim Hardy, Member at Large

770-992-4195

board1@gawoodturner.org

Phil Hargrove, Member at Large

478-862-5327

board2@gawoodturner.org

Danny McCravy, Past President

770-949-6372

board3@gawoodturner.org

Harvey Meyer, Symposium Chair

770-671-1080

symposium@gawoodturner.org

Ron Britton, Program Chairman

770-253-0882

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harvey Meyer, Publicity Chairman

770-671-1080

publicity@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman

404-352-2946

scholarships@gawoodturner.org

Steve Sandler, Librarian

770 908-2676

sandlersm@comcast.net

Doug McCulloch, Newsletter Editor

770-499-1805

editor@gawoodturner.org

Nick Cook, Advisor

770-421-1212

advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster

770-947-3457

webmaster@gawoodturner.org
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Woodturning Links
Craft Supply

Highland Woodworking

Atlanta Wood Products

www.woodturnerscatalog.com
800-551-8876
Woodturning Supplies

www.highlandhardware.com
800-241-6748
Woodworking tools, supplies

www.hardwoodweb.com
800-964-7804
Specialty Hardwoods

Packard

The Cutting Edge

Woodcraft

www.packardwoodworks.com
800-683-8876
Woodturning Supplies

www.cuttingedgetools.com
800-790-7980
Turning and carving tools, supplies

www.woodcraft.com
800-225-1153
Woodworking and Hardware

American Association of
Woodturners

Penn State

Rockler

www.woodturmer.org
Woodturning Association

www.pennstateind.com
800-377-7297
Woodturning tools, supplies

www.rockler.com
800-279-4441
Woodworking and Hardware

Klingspor

Hut Products

Wood magazine Forum

www.hutproducts.com
800-547-5461
Woodturning tools, supplies

www.woodmagazine.com
Q & A on Woodturning

www.woodworkingshop.com
800-228-0000
Abrasives and woodturning supplies

Closing
This newsletter is published monthly by the Georgia
Association of Woodturners, (GAW). All opinions
expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW.
Woodturning Schools and Instructors listed in this
Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the
GAW, but are made available to the GAW members
and others as a convenience only.

Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are
always welcome. You may contact any officer
through the contact information in this newsletter, or
our website's contact webpage:
www.gawoodturner.org/contact.shtml

