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Dear GAW Members,
Rain, rain, rain, humidity and steamy
heat have been a recent challenge in
our woodturning shops here in the
Atlanta area. Summer is in full swing
and the tomatoes are turning red.
The AAW Symposium in Tampa, FL is
over. We are looking forward to hearing details and impressions from our
members that attended. Thank you
to several of our members that donated bowls to the Empty Bowl Project sponsored by the AAW at the
symposium. I recently had one of
those emotional type turning days in
my shop. Two of the wounded warriors from the Shepherd Spinal Center
came to get some woodturning instruction. It was very inspirational,
fulfilling and emotional for me as a
Vietnam veteran. Buddy up fun - We
are in this club together and we all
have a wealth of talent and ideas.
Let's open our shops and invite a
GAW member that you don't know to
come visit your shop. When you are
around other turners, you have an
opportunity to learn that there is
more than one way to skin a cat.
Let's become a friendlier club. My
shop is open - call 404-556-1736.
Hands on Workshops
Our hands on workshops this year
have been held at Woodcraft and can
hold up to 8 students. If you are new
to our club and have never attended
a hands on workshop it is a great way
to learn new tricks and skills in fun
way. Our scholarship fund helps offset the cost of the workshops for
GAW members by 50%.

Turning Southern Style Symposium September 20 - 22
It is time for us to start preparing our
turned art pieces for the instant gallery and to donate to our auction at
our own symposium in September.
Link to sign up on-line on pg. 3.
I am asking our members to please
block out some time and volunteer to
help us this year when it comes to
moving lathes and equipment to set
up for the symposium and to remember that what we do to set up takes
just as much work to take down,
clean up and haul away after the
symposium. I challenge every member of GAW to turn and donate some
art to our auction. These funds help
contribute to our Scholarship Program.
Please consider helping our club by
volunteering to become the symposium chairman or working on a symposium committee so that next year
we can continue to raise the funds we
need for our operating expenses and
our scholarships.
July Demonstrator—Frank Bowers
“POOR MAN’S HOLLOW FORM”
Hollowed without hollowing tools &
“Hollowing through the neck”
Frank began his turning career in
1992 by turning over 2,000 pens on
his old Shopsmith. Since then he has
instructed over 800 woodturning
classes at Highland Woodworking. He
has instructed or assisted woodturning classes at John C. Campbell Folk
School 7 times. Frank has demon-
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strated at the Southern States and Turning Southern
Style Symposiums. He has demonstrated and held
hands on workshops at woodturning clubs throughout the southeast. He is very skilled and creates all
kinds of beautiful turned wood art that he has sold
at galleries, by commission and at the Georgia State
Fair. If you want private instruction in your shop,
just call Frank. He “has tools and will travel.” Frank
has also served as GAW vice president, treasurer
and librarian. A legend, Frank has probably instructed more woodturners than anyone else teaching these skills. On top of all that he keeps Mark Sillay in the “Dog House.”
Frank will also be conducting a Hands on Workshop
dealing with the same subjects. To register for a
class or ask questions please call (770) 587-3372
Wednesday July 17, 2013
9am - 4pm at WoodCraft
3560 Holcomb Bridge Road Alpharetta, GA
Fee: $90.00 ($45.00 for GAW members) Cash,
Check or Credit Card
Tools required: Bowl Gouge, Spindle Gouge, Roughing Gouge

Georgia National Fair
October 3 - 13, 2013 Perry, GA
Several of our members have won prizes and gained
recognition in the past years by entering their wood
art. In addition, our members have SOLD THEIR ART
by having an entry that is viewed by thousands of
fair attendees. Take a chance. Enter your art. When
the roster comes around this year, please volunteer
as a docent to greet and assist people interested in
woodturning.
Entry Fees and Images Due: Sept 1st
Drop off Work: Sept 6 & 7. 10:00am—4:00pm
Woodturning Rules / Details click here
On-line entry click here
August Demonstrator - Harvey Meyer
Safe and joyful turning,
MARK SILLAY
President, GAW
404-556-1736

Reminders, Items of Interest
Turning Tip of the Month
by Kevin Wood
For those who turn green wood and process your
own logs, the following tip may be beneficial. The
tip is directed more toward those who turn on a
mini/midi lathe but it may be useful for those turning
on full size lathes as well.
I am relatively new to turning with about 2 1/2 years
under my belt; less experience with processing my
own logs into bowl blanks. The problem I run into is
after cutting my bowl blank and mounting it on my
lathe, I occasionally still have problems with the
wood clearing the bed of the lathe. I would think
people with mini/midi lathes would encounter this
problem more often since many times we are the
ones trying to maximize the bowl size we can turn. I
suppose turners with bigger lathes may occasionally
have this problem too, but when they do they are
turning a pretty dang big bowl. I guess in their case
it may be more beneficial since they are dealing with
a pretty big chunck of wood.
Anyway, I am sure part of my problem can be attributed to my band saw skills or the fact that I was not

paying enough attention when cutting off the corners
of the log with my chainsaw. Even if the wood has
been sized correctly, it can still be difficult trying to
get the tail stock into the center of the wood to provide the necessary clearance. When I run into this, I
normally sigh and think how I REALLY don't want to
take the wood off the lathe and back to the band
saw.
Being a tool junky like many of us are, I recently
realized how to get around having to take the wood
back to the band saw/chainsaw. I was able to get
the clearance needed by taking an angle grinder to
the wood and grinding off the amount needed to
clear the bed of the lathe. If you have an angle
grinder, you will want to get a course flapper disk. I
also happen to have an attachment, made by King
Arthur tools, for my angle grinder. It's basically a
chainsaw blade that is often used by wood carvers.
This thing works great but you really need to be
careful using it since you have basically turned your
angle grinder into a mini chainsaw. Being like most
guys who have a fondness for tools, sometimes we
like to get BIGGER tools! In this case, a 7 inch angle
grinder will easily handle the task at hand. If you
are like me you probably have one, if not all, of
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these tools lying around. So the next time, you have
issues with that bowl blank clearing your lathe bed,
go find that angle grinder. Within minutes you can
be doing what is most important in life....MAKING
SHAVINGS!

Safety Tip
When roughing either end grain or side grain work
on the lathe run the tailstock with the live center up
to the work for support. Many accidents have occurred where tools have caught unsupported spinning wood and flipped it from chucks and even
ripped it off face plates. When the wood is rounded
and running smoother only remove the tailstock af-

ter you have made all of the cuts you can with it in
place for support. Remember sharp tools and small
cuts will make your woodturning much more joyful.
Let the motor provide the energy and let the sharp
tool do its job. Train yourself to to be a better woodturner by slowing down, and making smooth precise
cuts. Practice making every cut as if it is your final
cut.
Please take extra care to make your tenons and recesses very accurate to fit the chuck jaws that you
are using. The last thing. you want is to have any
unsupported spinning wood to leave the lathe and
become airborne. Tighten the jaws on the wood and
always wear a face shield.

Demonstrations, Events
Upcoming GAW Demonstrators:
All meetings are the 3rd Thursday of each month at
6:30 pm. See Contact page for location information.
January 17th 2013—Joe Ruminiski
February 21st 2013—Brian Sykes, Teapots, wall
tiles, tools and finishes
March 21st 2013—Mark Gardner
April 18th 2013—Warren Carpenter
May 16th 2013— Mike Peace—hand chasing
threads
June 20th 2013—Nick Agar
July 18th 2013—Frank Bowers
August 15th 2013—Harvey Meyer
September 19th 2013—

September 20th—22th 2013—Turning
Southern Style XIX
October 17th 2013—
November 21st 2013—
December 19th 2013—Christmas Party

Turning Southern Style Symposium 2013
September 20, 21, 22 Dalton, GA
This is our GAW fundraiser. Please block out these
days on your calendar now and prepare to volunteer
your time to help set up and to help clean up. Prepare to donate some of your turned art to our auction to raise money for our scholarship fund. Also
bring your work to our Instant Gallery for everyone
to see during the symposium. Online registration is
now open. Click here.

2013 AAW International Symposium
2013 AAW Symposium—Tampa FL
Highlights and Photos by Doug McCulloch
This was my first AAW Symposium. I grew up in
Tampa and because of the close proximity (driving
distance) to Atlanta and I could visit some of my old
buddies it was a great fit for me. My wife and I went
down a couple of days early
for some R&R. It was great
to see old friends and get to
a beach for a day.
Some local color goes by at
Clearwater Beach
Once the Symposium started on Friday morning I

was all business, trying to get as much learning in as
possible. I even held off on going to the huge Instant
Gallery until Saturday afternoon, which took great
restraint.
The sessions were, for the most part, very good. Of
course there were way to many to even get a sampling all different skills, but I made a plan ahead of
time, then began to change it almost right away. So
much for the plan. I really enjoyed the Symposium
and the banquet and auction, and my wife enjoyed
the relaxation and pool at the hotel. It was a win
win. We also got together with some of the other
folks from the GAW and had dinner in historic Ybor
City one evening which was a great time, including
the trolly to and from.
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The GAW was well represented with over 10 members from the club attending and I think everyone
had a great time.
I believe there were over 1,200 in attendance, over
800 pieces in the Instant Gallery, and over $47,000
raised for the members benefit at the auction.
I have included a small sampling of the work in photos below. It is semi-random, e.g. some of the ones
I liked the best. Most of the pieces are from the instant Gallery, but some are from the Riley Galleries
(temporarily set up on site) and the Currents Juried
Exhibit. I have quite a lot more in high-resolution on
my Nikon D50. If anyone wants to see them, perhaps we could make them available through the
GAW web site.
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Peoples Choice and Best In Show Winner—Chapter
Collaborative Challenge—Wilmington Area Woodturners Association

Banquet & Auction
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June Instant Gallery
As always, our members brought a great variety of
high quality work to the meeting in June. Enjoy the
photos of this work below. Contact the turner with
questions.

Large dyed Ambrosia Maple
vessel—Wes Jones

“Viking Bowl”
from Nick Agar
Hands On Workshop—Mark Sillay

Mocker Nut Hickory “Fish
Vase” with inlaid mineral
Hawaiian Trigger Fish—
Wes Jones

“Viking Bowl” from
Nick Agar Hands On
Workshop—Jack
Morse

“Viking Bowl” from
Nick Agar Hands
On Workshop—
John Rudert

Ambrosia Maple
natural edge
bowl—Kevin
Wood

Ambrosia Maple
natural edge
bowl—Kevin
Wood

Bradford Pear bowl
with beaded rim
and texturing on
outside—Mike
Peace

Mimosa natural
edge bowl—
Kevin Wood

Two small scoops,
Maple and Walniut—Mike Peace

Pecan Natural Edge
winged bowl with
lidded box on inside—George
Daughtry

Maple natural
edge bowl—
Kevin Wood
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Ambrosia Maple lidded box, colored red
with black finial—
George Daughtry

Blow on color with a
spray diffuser (Dick
Blick.com)

Next use Sorby
spiraling tools
(large and medium) to make
designs around the
center. Also use
punches, nails,
etc. to make more
designs. Burnish the texturing to knock down the
burrs. Use Liming wax to get the white affect down
in the spiraling. Wipe off excess, buff. Coat with
acrylic lacquer to make it fast.

Dogwood lidded vessel
with texturing done with
Wagner tools. Black and
red coloring done with
Sharpies—George
Daughtry

Two books and an
ornament by Dale
Nish, brought in by
a member to honor
his recent passing.

Move the face
plate approx.
1/2”, cut groove,
blow on more
color, move face
plate again, another groove,
more color.

Nick Agar Demonstration
Nick demonstrated a smaller version of his wall
hangings. The process and photos are below.

From a rough
square flat board,
turn a shallow design in the middle—approx 3”
across for this one.
Cut v grooves, not
coves here using 3/8 bowl gouge first and clean up
with spindle gouge.

Use an angle grinder for the curved lines radiating
out and crossing the v grooves. Sand surface removing color except in grooves. Air brush on background
color and edge color. Use a burr to “drill” shallow
holes around edge.
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DVD/Video Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has
instructional videos available for rental before each
GAW meeting. A full list of the videos is shown on
our website. Only members may rent tapes and
DVDs. Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are lim-

Take advantage of this valuable and money
saving resource.
ited to 2 tapes or DVDs per month, and the items
must be returned the following month. Late fees of
$2.00 per month will be assessed for each item not
returned on time. New titles are being added every
month!

Woodturning Schools
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts. Check
out their websites to see the scheduled course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School www.folkschool.org
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts www.arrowmont.org
Highland Woodworking www.highlandwoodworking.com
Appalachian Center for Crafts www.tntech.edu/craftcenter
Woodcraft of Atlanta www.woodcraft.com

Woodturning Instructors
The following GAW club members give private woodturning instruction in their own shops. Contact them
for more information.
Frank Bowers
fcbowrs@aol.com
404-292-1107
Phil Colson
pcolson@mindspring.com
404 518-4925
404 292-1107

Take your skills to the next level. Have more
fun.
Cynthia Gibson—Pyrography
Authorized Razertip Dealer
www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com
404 803-1438
Wes Jones
wwjones@comcast.net
770 972-6803
Jack Morse
johnmorse@bellsouth.net
770 316-7941

Nick Cook
nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com
770 421-1212

Peggy Schmid
schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net
678 947-4562

Michael Gibson
www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com
404 803-1438

Mark Sillay
marksillay@me.com
404 556-1736
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www.gawoodturner.org
Meeting Location:
GA Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
676 Marietta Street Atlanta, GA.
www.dbl.gatech.edu/dfl/home
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) is a chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), dedicated to providing education, information and organization to those interested
in woodturning.
The GAW services those in the metro-Atlanta area. We meet on the third Thursday of each month
at 6:30 P.M.at the Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab near I-75 and North Ave. Meetings are open to
all. Parking is at the Lab, and across the street at Randal Brothers.

Name, Position

Phone

Email address

Mark Sillay, President

404-556-1736

pres@gawoodturner.com

Marty Wildes, Vice President

770-866-9172

vp@gawoodturner.org

Wes Jones, Treasurer

770-972-6803

treasurer@gawoodturner.org

Turk Aliston, Secretary

404-790-8983

secretary@gawoodturner.org

Bob Lough, Member at Large

404-377-3140

board1@gawoodturner.org

Kevin Woods, Member at Large

770-633-9928

board2@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Past President

770-947-3457

board3@gawoodturner.org

Jim Hardy, Symposium Chair

770-992-4195

symposium@gawoodturner.org

Mark Sillay, Program Chairman

404-556-1736

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harvey Meyer, Publicity Chairman

770-671-1080

publicity@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman

404-352-2946

scholarships@gawoodturner.org

Frank Bowers, Librarian

404-292-1107

sandlersm@comcast.net

Doug McCulloch, Newsletter Editor

770-499-1805

editor@gawoodturner.org

Nick Cook, Advisor

770-421-1212

advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster

770-947-3457

webmaster@gawoodturner.org
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Woodturning Links
American Association of
Woodturners
www.woodturner.org
Woodturning Association

Craft Supply
www.woodturnerscatalog.com
800-551-8876
Woodturning Supplies

Packard
www.packardwoodworks.com
800-683-8876
Woodturning Supplies

Klingspor
www.woodworkingshop.com
800-228-0000
Abrasives and woodturning supplies

Highland Woodworking

Atlanta Wood Products

www.highlandhardware.com
800-241-6748
Woodworking tools, supplies

www.hardwoodweb.com
800-964-7804
Specialty Hardwoods

Peachtree Woodworking
Supply Inc.

Woodcraft of Atlanta

Www.ptreeusa.com
888-512-9069
Turning and carving tools, supplies

Penn State
www.pennstateind.com
800-377-7297
Woodturning tools, supplies

Hut Products
www.hutproducts.com
800-547-5461
Woodturning tools, supplies

Www.woodcraft.com
770-587-3372
Woodworking and Hardware

Rockler
www.rockler29.com
800-279-4441
Woodworking and Hardware

Wood magazine Forum
www.woodmagazine.com
Q & A on Woodturning

Closing
This newsletter is published monthly by the Georgia
Association of Woodturners, (GAW). All opinions
expressed by contributors do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW.
Woodturning Schools and Instructors listed in this
Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the
GAW, but are made available to the GAW members
and others as a convenience only.

Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are
always welcome. You may contact any officer
through the contact information in this newsletter, or
our website's contact webpage:
www.gawoodturner.org/contact.shtml

