
GAW Newsletter - April 2014
President’s Message

The big news this month is that the 
AAW national symposium is coming 
to Atlanta in 2016. The plan is to hold 
it at the AmericasMart in downtown 
Atlanta, with the Westin being the 
host hotel. If you have never been to a 
national symposium, there won’t be a 
better time to do so.

The Southeast has one of the largest 
concentrations of woodturners in the 
nation, so the Atlanta symposium has 
the potential to be the largest in the or-
ganization’s history. Mark your calen-
dar for June of 2016 and plan to attend 
woodturning’s premier event.

For the last six weeks I have been part 
of an AAW “Chapter Relations Initia-
tive” working group. The group’s task 
was to identify what could be done to 
improve AAW services to Chapters, 
communications between the AAW 
and Chapters and encourage a greater 
number of Chapter members to join 
the AAW. The group consisted of eight 
members who were presidents, vice 
presidents and active club members 
from the US, Canada and New Zea-
land. Also participating in a support 
role were: AAW Executive Director, 
Phil McDonald; Linda Ferber, AAW 
Program Director; Kim Rymer, the new 
AAW Marketing & Communications 
Director; Louis Vadeboncoeur, facili-
tator; and Lou Williams, AAW board 
member.

The group’s efforts have resulted in 
a forty page report that identifies key 
issues in numerous areas and their 
respective priorities. Phil and his office 
then assigned a “doability” index based 
on personnel availability, time required 
and available funds. Surprisingly, many 
of the issues identified as high priority 

also had high “doability” indexes.

AAW Executive Director Phil McDon-
ald will present the report to the AAW 
board who will, in turn, use the doc-
ument to move forward in improving 
AAW/chapter and AAW/member rela-
tions and communications. In the very 
near future, you will be seeing a much 
more open and communicative AAW. 
You will see communications that sim-
ply and clearly identify and  describe 
AAW services that might be of value to 
you as well as additional services that 
will make AAW membership even more 
appealing.

If you are thinking of attending the 
AAW national symposium in Phoenix 
June 13-15, time is getting short. There 
are over 130 rotations featuring 59 
demonstrators, so there is something 
for everyone.

GAW members Ken Rizza and Mike 
Hare have donated equipment to use in 
our club demos. See the article on page 
7 in this newsletter for more in-
formation. When you see them, please 
make sure you express your apprecia-
tion for their generosity. Both are small 
businessmen and carry numerous 
products that we, as woodturners, use 
every day, so please consider them next 
time you need one of their products.

As of Saturday evening, there were only 
eight more slots available for the Ells-
worth April 27th all day demo, so if you 
want to see it, now is the time to act!

Come out and see John Lucas make a 
table lamp this month. See the article 
on page 3 in the newsletter for 
more information.

Stay sharp and turn safe!
Steve Pritchard 

The Georgia Association 
of Woodturners (GAW) is a 
chapter of the American Association 
of Woodturners (AAW), dedicated to 
providing education, information and 
organization to those interested in 
woodturning. GAW serves those in the 
metro-Atlanta area. 

Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m at the Ga Tech 
Digital Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta 
Street  Atlanta, GA 30318. near I-75 and 
North Ave. Click here for a map and 
directions. Parking is at the Lab, and 
across the street at Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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John Lucas Hand Mirror

The Newsletter link: Here you will find links to 
prior newsletters dating back to 2008. You will land on 
a page containing newsletters from 2011 through 2014. 

A link at the top of the page, will take you to previous 
years. A link at the top of that page will take you back to 
the previous page.

So, if you have missed a newsletter, this is where you 
will find it. 

There is a link on the club home page that always points 
to the most current newsletter. When a new newsletter 
is published, the previous one is still available on the 
newsletters page. 

Community link: This is a newly added link that will 
feature club activities in which we give back to the com-
munity. Currently it has just a few entries, but it will grow 
over time. 

We’ll take care of the club events, but if you are a GAW 
member and you participate in activities  which give back 
to the community, we would like to know about them. For 
example, if you host a wounded warrior in your shop for 
instruction or mentoring, or if you make spinning tops for 
kids at a local festival, provide us with a few details and we 
will add it to the list. 

One of the major tenants of a 501(c)3 non-profit organiza-
tion is education and community enrichment. This page is 
a way for our club to showcase the activities in which we 
are engaged.

What’s On The Club Web Site
Each month we will be including a short description of some aspect of the 
club web site in order to make members aware of the information available to 
them. 
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Upcoming Hands-on Workshops
and Demo

David Ellsworth Workshops - April 23 & 24 at 
Woodcraft. If you are already signed up for one of David 
Ellsworth’s workshops you are in for a treat. He was one of the 
original founders of the AAW and it’s first president. And if you 
aren’t already signed up you can hope for a cancellation and 
jump at the opportunity to get hands-on experience and guid-
ance from the best known woodturner anywhere. Visit David’s 
website here. 
 
The registration price is just $65 for GAW members; $130 for 
everyone else. The sessions will be focused on whatever you 
need help on. You may work on anything - bowls, plat-
ters, hollow forms, etc. Have a tool that gives you fits? 
Bring it and David will help you master it. Need help 
with your form? David can help with that too!

David Ellsworth All Day Demonstration - April 27 at Woodcraft 
- The all-day demo on Sunday, April 27 is a bargain by any measure. In the morning, David 
will demonstrate turning a natural-edge bowl and a cut-rim open bowl. There will be 

detailed explanations, plus discussions on tool design 
and sharpening and, 
if time permits, he 
will turn a 15-min-
ute natural edge 
bowl. 
After a pizza lunch 
(included in the 
fee), the afternoon 
portion of the demo 

will have David switching gears to turn a hollow form. In 
addition, if time permits, there will be open discussions 
on any subject the audience members might wish to pro-
pose. The all day demo is bargain priced at just $30, and 
includes your pizza lunch. Click here to register. 
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 Upcoming Meeting
Demonstrations

April 17, 2014 - John Lucas will be our 
demonstrator this month. 
After college, John worked 
as a photographer at 
Tennessee Tech University. 
Though his work he 
became involved with the 
Appalachian Center for 
Crafts and introduced to 
woodturning. On Thursday 
night John will demon-
strate turning a table lamp. 
He has taught and turned 
extensively and has made a 
number of YouTube videos 
that can be viewed on his 
YouTube channel.  In 
addition, he applied his 
experience as a photographer to tackle the problem of 
photographing items that have a high gloss finish and 
wrote a paper with detailed instructions and illustra-
tions to get that near perfect photo of your glossy 
woodturnings..

May 15, 2014 - Nick Cook will be our demon-
strator. The complete list of upcoming demonstrations 
is on the calendar of events. 

David Ellsworth - Hollow form

http://www.ellsworthstudios.com/aboutdavid.html
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07e8zhdvyo1fe2f2c5&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.ellsworthstudios.com/aboutdavid.html
https://www.youtube.com/user/john60lucas/videos?view=0&sort=dd&shelf_id=1
http://nebula.wsimg.com/17b9a4c07da5b3c10dc5dfa5f30aa453?AccessKeyId=8E1EC0DC707F1FE36FCB&disposition=0
http://nick


June 13 - 15, 2014 - AAW Symposium - The 28th 
Annual AAW woodturning sympo-
sium will be in Phoenix, Arizona at 
the Phoenix Convention Center. 
Quite simply its the world’s largest 
event dedicated to the art and craft 
of woodturning. There will be more 
than 130 workshops, demonstrations 
and panel discussions and more than 
59 woodturning experts. Registra-
tion prior to June 8th is $275 for 
AAW members See the symposium 
website for details and to register for 
the symposium. 

September 19 - 21, 2014 - The GAW Symposium, Turning Southern 
Style will be held at the Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Center in Dalton, GA.  The featured demon-
strators will be Ray Key from England, Michael Hosaluk from Canada, and Todd Hoyer from Arizona. 

Local Turners will be Frank Bowers, Nick Cook and James McClure.  Vendor Demonstrators will include Don Gei-
ger, Lyle Jamieson, John Jordan, Pete Kekel, Arnold Ward , Tom Steyer, Doug Thompson and Vince Welch.
 
For more information and to register on-line, use this symposium webpage link. 
Stay tuned for more details and opportunities to become involved. Much more information is available online. 
Register now.

June 9 - 12, 2016 - The AAW Symposium is coming to Atlanta. 
The 30th anniversary AAW Symposium, will be held in the downtown Atlanta Con-
vention Center at AmericasMart, June 9 to 12, 2016. The connected Atlanta Westin 
Peachtree Plaza Hotel will serve as the AAW’s host hotel. The planning and organization 
of the local volunteers are now underway.

Upcoming Symposiums
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August 22 - 24, 2014 - SouthWest Association of Turners 
(SWAT) in Waco, Texas is one of the largest woodturning symposiums in the world. It 
is hosted by more than 20 woodturning clubs in Texas and Oklahoma. In 2013, SWAT 
attracted 925 attendees and 78 vendors. See the SWAT website for registration information 
and details. 
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Safety Tip
This month’s issue of the American Woodturner includes an article 
written by Wes Jones entitled “Lathe Safety Shield.” In the article 
Wes gives detailed instructions for constructing the safety shields 
that were used at last year’s GAW Symposium. It’s a good reminder 
that safety is not 
only important for 
the person behind 
the lathe, but for the 
people in front of it 
too. The safety 
shield proved its 

worth on the first day of the symposium 
when a piece of mesquite blew apart during 
one of the demonstrations. The shield 
prevented the wood from flying into the 
audience and possibly causing an injury. 
Read the article online (AAW membership 
required) or in print, and if you are not 
already a member of the AAW, you’ve just 
got another reason to join. 

Cindy Drozda demonstrated behind a lathe 
safety shield at the GAW symposium 

 You Have to 
See it to Believe it

Or falling back on another cliche, 
“if there’s a will, there’s a way.” Just 
watch this video and see for yourself. 
This guy does woodworking with his 
feet, including working on a lathe. 
Impossible? Not for this man. Thanks, 
Wes for sharing the link to this video.

Project Idea
If you run out of ideas for proj-
ects you can make on your lathe 
you can consider making your 
own pedal lathe as your next 
project. Imagine the electricity 
you would save and the the 
exercise you would get. In all seri-
ousness, here is a fascinating, 

well-made video of the construction of a hand-made pedal 
lathe. The action 
really gets 
started at about 
39 seconds into 
the video and 
moves along at a 
very brisk pace 
until the lathe is 
complete. 
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Special Thanks to 
Ken Rizza and Mike Hare

Ken Rizza donated a LED  lathe lamp to the club 
and it was put to good use at the last meeting. It’s 
perfect for getting a bright light directly on your 
work surface. It has a switchable on/off magnet 
that will hold it tight to your lathe but release 
effortlessly 
at the flip of 
a switch. You 
can find more 
information 
about the 
lathe lights 
and purchase 
one for yourself here. 

Mike Hare donated a 1/2” Jacobs chuck and #3 
Morse taper to the club. These are terrific addi-
tions to our club’s tool collection and will get plen-
ty of use at future meetings. You can contact Mike 
at vmwoodworking1982@yahoo.com.

Membership has it Privileges 

Dues are cheap 
benefits are many

Dues are still only $25 ($30 family). You can pay Harvey 
Meyer by cash, check or credit card at the meeting on 
April 17. Or you can send him a check at this address:

Harvey Meyer
5174 Waterford Dr.
Dunwoody, GA 30338

If you are sending a check, please include your name, 
address, phone and email. 

Editor’s Note and a Request:

Volunteer request - I will not be able to attend the monthly meeting on June 18th and will need someone to 
take photographs of the instant gallery and demo. 

Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the  Newsletter. I wel-
come your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites, items for sale or exchange, etc. You can 
reach me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140). 
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Calendar of Events
Date Name Event Location
Previous Events
January 16, 2014 Chris Ramsey GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
February 19, 2014 Rudy Lopez Hands-on Workshop Woodcraft
February 20, 2014 Rudy Lopez GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
March 7, 8, & 9, 2014 Atlanta Woodworking Show Atlanta Trade Center, 1700 Jeurgens 

Court, Norcross, GA 30093
March 14, 15 and 16, 
2014

American Craft Council Cobb Galleria Centre

March 20, 2014 John Mascoll GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
April 4 - 6, 2014 Southern States Woodturning 

Symposium
Cartersville, GA

April 9 & 10, 2014 Jimmy Clewes Hands-on Workshop Peachtree Woodworking
Upcoming Events
April 17, 2014 John Lucas GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
April 23 & 24, 2014 David Ellsworth Hands-on Workshop Woodcraft
April  27, 2014 David Ellsworth Demonstration Woodcraft
May 15, 2014 Nick Cook GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
June 13 - 15, 2014 AAW Symposium Phoenix, AZ
June 19, 2014 Avelino Samuel GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
July 17, 2014 Frank Penta GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
August 21, 2014 Kim Winkle GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
August 22 - 24, 2014 SouthWest Association of Turners 

(SWAT)
Waco, Texas

September 18, 2014 Ray Key GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
September 19 - 21, 
2014

GAW Symposium - Turning Southern 
Style

Northwest Georgia Trade and 
Convention Center in Dalton, GA

October 2 - 12, 2014 Georgia National Fair Perry, Georgia
October 16, 2014 Steve Cook GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
November 20, 2014 Alan Carter GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
December 18, 2014 Christmas Party Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
2015
January 15, 2015 Doug Thompson GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
May 21, 2015 Robert Lyon GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
2016
June 9 - 12, 2016 AAW Annual Symposium Atlanta Convention Center at 

AmericasMart
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Maple vase; 
lacquer finish

J. D. Crisp

Wild Cherry vase; 
lacquer finish

Wild Cherry jug 
with wagner tex-
ture on the onion 

dome; lacquer 
finish

Ambrosia maple platter; 
walnut oil

Four box elder cups; 
polyurethene finish

6” maple 
bowl; liberon 
finishing oil

6” cherry 
bowl; liberon 
finishing oil

March Instant Gallery
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Charlie Levan

Magnolia bowl; beal buffing finish

Rosewood bowl; minwax wipe on 
poly; beall buffing finish

Curly ambrosia maple 
bowl; tung oil finish

Jack Morse

Camphor long stem 
goblet with interlock-

ing rings; krylon finish; 
wedding present to 

be sent to a couple in 
Paris.

Camphor goblet; 
krylon finish; 

square to round 
similar to what 

Rudy Lopez 
demonstrated

Nara bowl/saucer combination 
(one piece); krylon finish.
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Harvey Meyer

Masur birch 
hollow form 
with ebony 

finial; minwax 
antique oil

Twisted hollow 
form with 12 

twists; cherry, 
African black-
wood foot and 
ebony finial; 

minwax antique 
oil on cherry and 
lacquer on foot 

and finial

Pierced 
hollow form 
from Claro 

walnut; min-
wax antique 

oil finish

Box elder 
natural 

edge bowl; 
(1) shellac 

and (2) 
minwax 

antique oil

Big leaf 
maple burl 
platter with 

a beaded 
rim; min-

wax antique 
oil finish

Figured Ambrosia maple platter with 
texturing around the rim; (1) shellac 

and (2) minwax antique oil
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Kevin Wood

Natural edge maple vase; liberon 
oil finish

Two sycamore natural edge 
vases; liberon oil finish

Please fill out a brief form for each item you 
bring to the club’s instant gallery to provide some 
information about your work in order for it to be 
accurately described in the newsletter. Here’s a 

link to the form for your use.

Mike Peace

Two threaded acorn boxes of maple 
and walnut; Minwax antique oil finish
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John demonstrated 
his technique for 

creating a foot and 
finial for hollowform 

turnings.

John Mascoll Demonstration 
at the March meeting
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GAW Officers and Directors
Name, Position Phone Email address

Steve Pritchard, President 770-947-3457 pres@gawoodturner.com
Doug McCulloch, Vice President 770-499-1805 vp@gawoodturner.org
Harvey Meyer, Treasurer 678-261-7722 treasurer@gawoodturner.org
Bob Black, Secretary 770-271-8871 secretary@gawoodturner.org
Mike Peace, Member at Large 770-362-4308 board1@gawoodturner.org
Kevin Woods, Member at Large 770-633-9928 board2@gawoodturner.org
Mark Sillay, Past President 404-556-1736 board3@gawoodturner.org
Jim Hardy, Symposium Chair 770-992-4195 symposium@gawoodturner.org
Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer, Program 
Chairmen

770-253-0882 (Ron)
678-261-7722  (Harvey)

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman 404-352-2946 scholarships@gawoodturner.org
Frank Bowers, Librarian 404-292-1107 fcbowr@aol.com
Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor 404-377-3140 editor@gawoodturner.org
Nick Cook, Advisor 770-421-1212 advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster 770-947-3457 webmaster@gawoodturner.org
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The following GAW club members give private 
woodturning instruction in their own shops. 

Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers fcbowr@aol.com 404-292-1107
Phil Colson woodturnerphil@gmail.com 404-518-4925

Nick Cook nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com 770-421-1212

Michael Gibson www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com 404-803-1438
Cynthia Gibson (Pyrography)
Authorized Razertip Dealer www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com 404-803-1438

Wes Jones wwjones@comcast.net 770-972-6803
Steve Pritchard steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com 770-9473457
Jack Morse johnmorse@bellsouth.net 770-316-7941
Peggy Schmid schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net 678-947-4562
Mark Sillay marksillay@me.com 404-556-1736

Woodturning Schools

The following schools in the Southeast offer class-
es in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts. 
Check out their websites to see the scheduled 
course offerings.

John C. Campbell Folk School 

Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts 

Highland Woodworking 

Appalachian Center for Crafts 

Woodcraft of Atlanta

DVD andVideo Tape Library

The Georgia Association of Woodturn-
ers (GAW) has instructional VHS 
and DVD videos available for rental 

before each GAW meeting. A partial 
listing of the videos is on the GAW website 

here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs. 
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are lim-
ited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be 
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00 
per month will be assessed for each item not 
returned on time. New titles are being added fre-
quently so come early to the meeting and check 
out a video. 

Woodturning Instruction
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Hartville Tool
Discount Program

The Hartville Tool discount pro-
gram, which is available to GAW 
members, offers club members 
a 15% discount on thousands of 
woodworking items (some re-
strictions apply). If you haven’t 
already signed up, and you wish 
to participate in this program, 
you may sign up by sending 
your name, address and email to 
gawoodturners@gawoodturner.
org and state that you with to be 
added to the Hartville list. 

Woodturning Resources

Closing

This newsletter is published monthly by the Georgia Association of Woodturners, (GAW).  All opinions expressed by 
contributors do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW.

Woodturning Schools and Instructors listed in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the GAW, but 
are made available to the GAW members and others as a convenience only.
Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome.  You may contact any officer through the con-
tact information in this newsletter, or our website’s contact webpage: www.gawoodturner.org/contact.shtml
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American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Tools and Supplies
Bear Tooth Woods
Speciality pen kits

Craft Supply 
800-551-8876
Woodturning Supplies

Packard
800-683-8876
Woodturning Supplies

Klingspor 
800-228-0000  
Abrasives and woodturning supplies

Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW members

Highland Woodworking 
800-241-6748
Woodworking tools, supplies

Hut Products 
800-547-5461
Woodturning tools, supplies

Peachtree Woodworking Supply 
Inc.
888-512-9069
Turning and carving tools, supplies
 

Penn State
800-377-7297
Woodturning tools, supplies
 
Atlanta Wood Products 
800-964-7804
Specialty Hardwoods
 
Woodcraft of Atlanta
770-587-3372
Woodworking and Hardware
 
Woodturningz
Pen kits and other woodturning sup-
plies

Rockler 
800-279-4441
Woodworking and Hardware

Magazines
 
More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine
 
Woodturning Design
Woodturning magazine

Wood magazine Forum 
www.woodmagazine.com 
Q & A on Woodturning

Websites
http://woodturningvideos.weebly.com
A source for some excellent woodturn-
ing videos

mailto:gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org
mailto:gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.woodturner.org/
http://www.beartoothwoods.com
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com
http://www.packardwoodworks.com
http://www.woodworkingshop.com
http://www.hartvilletool.com/*
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com
http://www.hutproducts.com
http://www.ptreeusa.com
http://www.ptreeusa.com
http://www.pennstateind.com
http://www.hardwoodweb.com/HWWIndex.html
http://www.woodcraft.com
http://www.woodturningz.com
http://www.rockler.com
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com
http://www.woodturningdesign.com
http://www.woodmagazine.com/
http://woodturningvideos.weebly.com
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