
GAW Newsletter - December 2014The Georgia Association of 
Woodturners (GAW) is a chapter 
of the American Association of 
Woodturners (AAW), dedicated to 
providing education, information 
and organization to those inter-
ested in woodturning. GAW serves 
those in the metro-Atlanta area. 

Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of 
each month at 6:30 pm at the Ga Tech 
Digital Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta 
Street  Atlanta, GA 30318 near I-75 and 
North Ave. Click here for a map and 
directions. Parking is at the Lab, and 
across the street at Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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President’s Message

The highlight of this month’s message is 
that we finally received our 501(c)3 
non-profit approval from the IRS. 
What does becoming a non-profit mean 
to the club? Immediately, it means 
that we no longer have to be concerned 
about tax liabilities for the symposium, 
dues, hands-on fees etc. In the long 
term, among other things, the club can 
now accept donations that the donor 
can legally deduct from their taxes. 
We can also apply for grants to help 
the club carry out charitable functions 
without using club funds. You can even 
leave your estate (or a small portion 
thereof) to the club and we won’t 
have to pay taxes on the bequest.

This month is the club’s annual 
holiday party and there will be pizza, 
wine and beer provided by the club. 
There is no requirement to do so, but if 
you wish, you may bring a desert. There 
will be a gift exchange again this year 
and to participate, bring a (preferably 
turned) gift in a plain bag. If you bring 
a guest and they wish to participate, 
bring another gift in a bag for them.

The following candidates were presented 
to the membership at the November 
meeting, Steve Pritchard, President; 
Steve Mellott, Vice President; Harvey 
Meyer, Treasurer; and Bob Black, 
Secretary. A call was made for nomi-
nations from the floor and there were 
none. There will be a short business 
meeting before the party and we will 
elect officers for 2015 at that time.

Dues will be coming due soon 
for 2015. You may pay Harvey at the 
party with cash, check or credit card, 
or you can pay by check using the form 
here or pay online here.  Dues are $25 
for individual and $30 for family.

Registration is also open for the 
AAW 2015 symposium in Pitts-
burgh. There will be three and a half 
days of rotations, probably the finest 
instant gallery you will find anywhere, 
the largest turning related trade show 
anywhere, and demonstrations by 
internationally known woodturners 
like: Stuart Batty, David Ellsworth, 
Alain Mailland, Pascal Oudet, Joey 
Richardson, Barbara Dill, Cindy Drozda, 
Stephen Hatcher and Molly Winton to 
name but a few. There is even a baseball 
game between the Pittsburgh Pirates and 
the Atlanta Braves, Sunday, June 28, at 
1:35PM and it is a fifteen minute walk 
from the convention center. For $22 
you get a ticket and a Pirates cap. Well... 
maybe I shouldn’t have mentioned the 
cap, but it sounds like a pretty good 
price on a ticket! Game tickets can be 
paid for during the registration process.

Last, but far from least, Steve Mellott 
has volunteered to chair the 
2015 Turning Southern Style 
Symposium. We were at the point 
of cancelling the event for lack of a 
chairman until Steve stepped forward. 
If we were unable to find a volunteer 
by January 1st, we were going to cancel 
demonstrator agreements and inform 
the facility that we would not be holding 
an event in 2015. The symposium 
is how our club funds scholarships, 
provides member subsidies for hands 
on classes and pays for demonstrators. 
Without the symposium, membership 
perks would eventually disappear when 
funds were exhausted and we would 
be forced to find new revenue sources. 
So, when you see Steve, please express 
your appreciation for his willingness 
to step up in support of the club.

That’s all for this month. 
Stay sharp and turn safe!
Steve Pritchard

GAWoodturners
The Georgia Association of Woodturners

Chapter 28

http://www.dbl.gatech.edu/dfl/home
http://www.dbl.gatech.edu/dfl/home
https://goo.gl/maps/mghZA
http://gawoodturner.org/membershipapplication.php
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=9atcwcjab&oeidk=a07ea058a3i8ef9bdf4


Make your own Christmas tree this year!
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December 18, 2014 -  we will have our annual Holiday party and exchange of small turned gifts.

January 15, 2015 - Doug Thompson, woodturner and toolmaker (namesake of Thompson Lathe Tools) 
will be our demonstrator. 

The complete list of upcoming demonstrations is on the calendar of events.

Upcoming Meeting
Demonstrations

Upcoming Events

Upcoming Hands-on Workshops

There are plans underway to have three Hands-On Workshops this Spring. There will be two workshops in Feb-
ruary with Mark Waninger, both at Woodcraft of Atlanta. Then in April there will be a workshop with Derek 
Weidman. 

Wednesday, February 18, 2015 - Mark will teach a class on dying and coloring. No turning involved. The 
price for this workshop has not yet been set, but it will be inexpensive.

Friday, February 20, 2015 - Mark will teach a class on segmenting. No price has been set yet.

Wednesday, April 15, 2015 - Derek Weidman will teach a Hands-On class. 
The details (location, price and subject) will be announced later.

GAW Hands-On Workshops
Throughout the year GAW sponsors a number of Hands-On Workshops with outstanding wood-
turners. These workshops are a terrific way to gain new skills or to sharpen your technique. As a 
rule, the opportunity to sign up for a workshop is offered to GAW members first and the price for 
GAW members is almost always discounted. Keep your eye on your email for announcements of 
Hands-On Workshops and remember to sign up early. The limited number of spaces often go quickly. 

http://biggeekdad.com/2013/12/wood-christmas-tree/


Tennessee Association of 
Woodturners Symposium

January 30, 31, 2015, Marriott Hotel and 
Convention Center, Franklin, TN. Demonstrators 
include Nick Cook, J. Paul Fennell, Ashley Harwood, 
Todd Hoyer, and Dennis Paullus. There will be an 
instant gallery, banquet, auction, and opportunity 
for attendees to have their pieces critiqued. For 
more information click here. The early registra-
tion discount ends on December 31, 2014.

Plan to attend the
The 2015 GAW Symposium, Turning Southern Style 

will be September 18 - 20, 2015 at the
Northwest Georgia Trade and 

Convention Center in Dalton, GA
 

Steve Mallott will be the Symposium Chairman

The featured demonstrators will be 
Jimmy Clewes, Nick Agar, and Benoît Averly . 

Upcoming Woodturning Symposiums

AAW Annual Woodturning Symposium - June 25 - 28, 2015 in Pittsburgh
Registration is now open for the annual AAW Symosium. A but a long list of demonstra-
tors has already been announced with more to come.  Click here for more information.  

Florida Woodturning Symposium

January 9th – 11th, 2015 
Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center

National Demonstrators include Alan Lacer, 
Trent Bosch, John Jordan and Bob Rosand plus 
regional demonstrators and workshop leaders 
The Florida Woodturning Symposium is the largest 
woodturning event in Florida and is held each year 
at the Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center. A self 
contained, wooded campus where you are immersed 
in nothing but woodturning for 2 1/2 days. The 
symposium is organized by seven AAW chapters  
For more information or to register click here. 
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http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07e9pqh98r4199cd48&llr=lgmecmkab
http://www.woodturner.org/?page=2015Pittsburgh
http://floridawoodturningsymposium.com
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A S S O C I A T I O N N E W SANNEWS TOP 10 REASONS  
YOU’LL WANT TO ATTEND  
AAW’S 29TH ANNUAL 
INTERNATIONAL SYMPOSIUM
PITTSBURGH, PENNSYLVANIA  
JUNE 25–28, 2015

EXCELLENT VALUE 
The AAW symposium packs in more high-quality learning 
opportunities for woodturners than any other event. Sign up early for 
discounted registration and special hotel group rates. You’ll receive 
a full-color 150+ page handout book loaded with information, 
techniques, and insights from demonstrators. Plus, the symposium 
Guidebook app for mobile devices will be available again this year 
so you can have the rotations, demonstrators, floor plans, and 
messaging at your fingertips.

WORLD-CLASS DEMONSTRATIONS
No other event offers you as many opportunities to learn from the 
world’s best turners. We’ll have eleven rotations and sixteen rooms 
(more than ever before) featuring demonstrations by some of the 
most talented and inspirational turners around. With 176 sessions to 
choose from over three and a half days, you’ll have more opportuni-
ties to observe and interact with top experts than anywhere else. 
Here are just a few of the folks you’ll see: Mark Baker, Stuart Batty, 
Jerry Bennett, Michael Brolly, Christian Burchard, Nick Cook, David 
Ellsworth, Lyle Jamieson, Steven Kennard, Craig Kirks, Alain Mailland, 
JoHannes Michelson, Pascal Oudet, Joey Richardson, Avelino Samuel, 
and Mark St. Ledger. Additional demonstrators to be announced.

SOMETHING FOR WOODTURNERS OF ALL SKILL LEVELS
Expert woodturner? Just getting started? Regardless of your skill level 
or interests, the AAW symposium will offer something for you. You’ll 
be able to select from the broad range of demonstrations and panel 
discussions to focus on sessions that will enhance your woodturning 
experience the most. Watch for “Top Picks” from Al Hockenbery and 
others to help you identify the perfect rotations for your skill level.

WORLD’S LARGEST DISPLAY OF TURNED-WOOD OBJECTS 
Bring up to three pieces of your work to display in our huge Instant 
Gallery and participate in the largest show of turned-wood objects under 
one roof. Our themed exhibits will draw collectors and galleries from 
around the country. You’ll be inspired by the broad selection of exhibi-
tion work and have an opportunity for your own work to be noticed.

THE LARGEST WOODTURNING TRADESHOW ANYWHERE 
You’ll be able to examine and purchase the newest woodturning 
products, visit with tool and lathe manufacturers, peruse a huge 
selection of turning wood from suppliers, and more in our enor-
mous tradeshow. Enjoy ongoing demonstrations and see tools and 
machinery up close and in action. There is no substitute for holding 
tools in your own hands and having experts demonstrate tricks and 
techniques. Kick some tires.

OPPORTUNITIES TO GIVE BACK TO OTHERS
You can donate a turned item to benefit Empty Bowls and Beads of 
Courage, both worthy charitable causes. What’s more, you’ll be able 
to double your support by purchasing an Empty Bowl for just $25.

HOTELS 
When you make a reservation, mention that you’re with the American  
Association of Woodturners to ensure you receive the special group rate.

•  Our host hotel is the Westin Convention Center Hotel, Pittsburgh (attached to the 
David L. Lawrence Convention Center, site of the AAW symposium). The AAW group 
rate is $145 for a standard king or two double beds. Complimentary wireless Inter-
net is provided in all guest rooms and early registration begins December 1, 2014.

•  AAW group rates are also available at the Omni William Penn Hotel (a ten-minute 
walk to the David L. Lawrence Convention Center). The AAW group rate is $145 
for a standard king or two double beds. Complimentary wireless Internet is 
provided in all guest rooms.

SOCIALIZE WITH LIKE-MINDED PEOPLE
Step out of your shop and tap into the vast network of the AAW  
woodturning community. You’ll be able to make and renew lasting 
connections with people who share your passion for woodturning.

COMPANION PROGRAM
In addition to browsing our exhibitions, galleries, and tradeshow, your 
registered non-turner spouse, partner, or adult guest can participate 
in a wide variety of organized activities, including arts and crafts led 
by instructors from Pittsburgh’s Society for Contemporary Craft, and 
tours while you attend woodturning rotations and demonstrations.

YOUTH WOODTURNING PROGRAM
You can bring a child or grandchild to sow the seeds for a lifelong love 
of woodturning that will leave lasting memories. The instructor-led 
woodturning sessions for pre-registered kids ages 10 to 18 are FREE, 
with a registered adult.

LOTS OF AFFORDABLE ATTRACTIONS  
IN THE PITTSBURGH AREA
The Travel Channel named Pittsburgh one of its “Best All-American 
Vacations 2014.” Pittsburgh’s got it all—great food, outdoor 
adventure, history at every corner, and a thriving cultural district. 
There’s plenty to do and see, including the exhibitions at the Society 
for Contemporary Craft, Carnegie Museum of Art, Carnegie Museum 
of Natural History, Carnegie Science Center, Duquesne Incline, 
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Fallingwater Home, Mount Washington, PNC 
Park, and Senator John Heinz History Center, just to name a few.

See you in Pittsburgh! For more information, visit  
tiny.cc/AAWPittsburgh (case sensitive).

The AAW has positively influenced many aspects of woodturning since its 
grassroots inception in 1986. Today, we lead the way in offering woodturners, 
from hobbyists to professionals, opportunities for education, information, 
community, and outreach. Our annual international symposium complements 
our expanding collection of educational publications, resources, and benefits 
we offer to AAW’s growing member community.

The AAW’s 29th annual international symposium will be held at the David 
L. Lawrence Convention Center in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, June 25–28. 
Pittsburgh is a vibrant city wrapped in three rivers, alive with natural beauty, 
compelling history, and a thriving cultural district. Our symposium will have 
something for everyone and will appeal to woodturners of all experience levels 
and interests. Not only will it be an excellent opportunity for you to see world-
class demonstrators share their techniques, you’ll also discover the latest 
innovations in tools and materials and be inspired by the Instant Gallery and 
other exhibits. You’ll feel a passion for woodturning in the air and enjoy the 
company of others who share your enthusiasm.
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https://aaw.site-ym.com/?page=2015Pittsburgh


Last month, Steve Pritchard put out a call for logo designs to 
be used during the 2016 AAW Annual Symposium in Atlanta. 
Whatever design is chosen will give us the opportunity to 
showcase some distinctive aspect of this city and/or region. 
Steve noted that the AAW unveiled the Pittsburgh symposium 
smock design at Turning Southern Style XX this year in 

Dalton with the logo for 
the Pittsburgh symposium 
on the left breast. The 
AAW hopes to unveil 
the Atlanta symposium 
smock at the Pittsburgh 
symposium in June of 2015 
as part of their promotion 
of the 2016 symposium 
in Atlanta. In order to 
get the logo designed 

and on smocks by June 2015 means that a winning 
design will need to be selected soon. Although, Steve has 
received a number of logo design ideas, he would like to 
receive more. So, there is still time for you to put on your 
thinking hat, to turn on your creative juices, and to create 
a design that’s outside-the-box but that fits on a smock.  

Here are a few things to note and some general guide-
lines for creating a logo. First, it is up to us in Georgia 
to create the initial logo designs; however, the AAW 
will make the final decision as to which logo is chosen. 
They may also tweak the logo to make it easier to 
reproduce, make it more active, give it more “life”, etc.

Second, do not hesitate to submit designs regardless 
of your drawing ability. It is the idea that counts! If the 
winning design is not in a usable format, Steve will find 
someone who can do what is necessary to make it so.

Third, Steve will put together a committee of club members 
from across the state and ask them to select the finalists. If 
you are interested in being on that committee, please contact 
Steve at: liaison@aawatlanta2016. Committee members 
will not be the same persons that submit logo designs. 

Fourth, the selected logo will be the brand of the 
Atlanta symposium, so the logo should represent either 
something easily recognized by those outsid–e the state 
as being distinctively Georgia or distinctively Atlanta. 
For example, the Pittsburgh logo incorporates the easily 
recognized Pittsburgh skyline and the Albuquerque 
logo depicts their well known balloon mass ascent and 
local petroglyphs, whereas the Richmond, San Jose 
and Hartford logos represent more regional themes.

Fifth, the best, most memorable logos are clean, simple 
graphics that can be easily reproduced in many formats. 
Think of the logos that you find memorable and most, 
if not all, will be solid, bold colors. Logos with shading 
are more expensive to reproduce and they often don’t 
reproduce well in all media or in black and white.

On-line tips for designing good logos can be 
found here and here. Google “logo design tips” 
to find more information on the topic.

Help Design the Logo for the 
AAW Symposium in Atlanta 

And here are the logo designs for the Atlanta 
Symposium that have been submitted so far. 

Do you have a design to contribute?

Here are some examples of 
previous symposium logos
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Buying the lathe is the cheapest expense in woodturning, or so I’ve heard. I have heard many 
comment that they should give you a lathe for all the other expenses that come 
along afterwards.  I would have to say that I agree.  There are some that say you 
don’t need all these tools to turn wood.  I will have to agree with them as well 
but I believe the majority of the people that make that statement are the ones 
that have wised up because they have already acquired their vast tool collec-
tion.  There is a saying in woodworking in general that “He Who Dies with the 
Most Tools Wins.”  I believe there needs to be a 12 step process for those of us 
who are stuck in this race of trying to acquire the most tools.  I guess step one 
would be to admit - “Yes, I like buying tools!”  

I hope the following tip will be a small step toward reducing your expenses in 
woodturning.  This will not save you a lot of money but it may help with your 
sanity and self esteem in knowing that you made something instead of imme-
diately running to your local Woodcraft or Rockler dealer to purchase it.  And 
hopefully, you did not bypass the middle man and go online! If you did buy it, I 
hope you supported your local woodworking store.  I recently bought, by means 
of Christmas / birthday money, Gift cards, etc., a Foredom Rotary carver.  For 
the longest time, I would take a wire clothes hanger and rigged it to hang on the 
track of my garage door to hold my Foredom while using it.  I noticed a hanger 
I could buy for $40 in a catalog but I refrained since I had started my 12 step 
process.  I thought hard about purchasing one since I was only at step one of 
my 12 step program and starting over would not be such a big step backwards.  

In June, I was fortunate to attend an Avelino Samuel Bowl Carving Hands on 
class.  It was just prior to attending that class that I realized I would need an-

other way to hold my Foredom.  The following is what I came up with and I am sure there is probably a better solution.  I 
decided to make a stand that I could attach to the bed of the lathe.  I was not in the mood to do any sawing whatsoever so 
I looked around for scrap pieces of wood that I could use.   If I was in a different mood, I might have trimmed the pieces 
but at the time ¼ difference in width was not going to bother me!  

Here is what I did to make the stand.  I found a piece of plywood of sufficient length.  I then screwed two pieces of scrap 
2x8 on one end.  Next, I drilled a ¾” hole partly down into the 2x8’s so to hold a ¾” dowel.  A couple inches from one end 
of the dowel, I drilled a hole so to screw an eye bolt.  A spring link/spring clamp is placed in the eye bolt so to hang the 
handle of the rotary carver. 
 
In order to attach the stand to the bed of a lathe, I drilled a 3/8” hole through 
the 2x8’s and plywood.  I then took a 1” wide x ¼” thick flat bar and drilled a 

3/8” hole in the center with the length long enough to 
cover the gap in the bed of your lathe.  I then used an 
8” long by 3/8” bolt to go thru the flat bar and then 
up thru the wood.  You can use smaller bolts but the 
longest lengths I could find at Home Depot was 6” 
so I went with 3/8” bolt since it came in 8” lengths 
which I felt was sufficiently long for most circum-
stances.  And lastly, I needed a washer and wing nut 
to secure the stand to the bed of the lathe.  Since I 
had the wood, dowel, spring clamp/spring link, and 
flat bar the only cost was for me was the bolt, washer, 
wing nut which totaled less than $4.  

I hope you find this tip useful.  There are obvious 
improvements that could be made to this design but 
it is what I could come up with on the weekend before 
my upcoming class.  If you have any suggestions on 
design improvements that you think are really useful, 
please let me know and feel free to critique and con-

structively criticize; that’s the only way we get better.  

Rotary Carver Stand 
(Or how to save yourself a few bucks)

by Kevin Wood
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November Instant Gallery

Pen made from golf ball centers; finished with CA glue

Steve Pritchard

Wes Jones

Walnut bowl with honeycomb and bead 
decoration; Walnut oil finish;
Christmas gift for Wes’ sister

Post Oak bowl; Oil finish (WOP);
Gift for Wes’ brother from a tree in his yard
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Kevin Wood

Walnut hollow form; 
minwax antique oil

Spalted Sweet Birch hollow form;
Minwax antique oil;

9”H x 8”W

Mike Peace

2 boxes; Lignum Vitae box with an agate 
cabochon insert in the top; and a Katalox 
box. Both boxes were threaded at 20 TPI; 

Ambrosia Maple hollow form; 
General Finishes Polyacrylic Gloss

Ambrosia Maple hollow form; General Finishes 
Polyacrylic Gloss; Sanded through 400, wet 

sanded at 600 - 2000 grit; Buffed on Beall System

Ambrosia Maple hollow form; 
Minwax Antique Oil
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Duane Hardesty

Maple cowboy hat; lacquer finish

Jack Morse

Eucalyptus burl with ebonized cherry 
finial; Krylon and wax finish

Eucalyptus burl and Rosewood square hollow
form; Krylon and wax finish

Sweet Gum bowl; Krylon and purple aniline dye
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November Demonstration
Alan Carter and The Art of “Split Bowl Turning”

Alan Carter demonstrated split bowl 
turning at the November meeting. He brought 
a number of examples of his split bowl objects 
and demonstrated the basic technique used 
to create them. If you missed the November 
meeting or want to review the process that he 
demonstrated you can view a similar demon-
stration that he gave to the Grand Rivers 
Woodturners Guild in Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Click here to view the YouTube Video.

In addition, Alan’s excellent written and 
illustrated instructions for creating split 
bowl turnings are on the following pages. 
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This is for all you slackers out there. Sometimes 
half measures work just as well as fully rounded efforts. 
I’ll show you how to cut your work in 2 and double your 
creativity.

Split bowl turnings are an interesting and creative alterna-
tive to regular bowl turning. By cutting a traditional turning 
in two and joining the 2 halves together, you can create a 
unique distinctive work that will stand apart.

The first step is to mount a round blank on the lathe. 
Remember that the finished work will be ½ the size of a 
conventional bowl so plan your design accordingly. One 
of the advantages of this kind of work is that you can use 
flat boards from the local lumberyard or hardwood dealer. 
You don’t have to necessarily use specialty turning blanks.  
If the board is too narrow for you, you can cut the board 
crosswise and join the 2 sections to double the diameter of 
the piece. Since each half is visible from just one side, you 
don’t have to worry too much about matching grain pat-
terns.

You do want to make sure the board has the same coloring 
across its width. If there is a pronounced variation in color 
from one side of the board to the other, or if the sapwood is 
on one side and heartwood on the other, the difference will 
be apparent at the seams of the piece.

The following is a step by step process of how I make these 
split bowl turnings.

The blank has been mounted to the lathe. In this case, I’m 
using a solid piece of wood rather than gluing together 2 
separate pieces. I’ve used double sided turners’ tape to 
attach the blank to a waste block. This allows me to use the 
entire thickness of the blank, in this case about 7/8”. 
Normally I use a waste block around 1/3 diameter of the 
blank itself. It’s important to use double sided tape made 
for turning. Carpet tape will only work on small pieces 

Splitting the Difference
Split Bowl Turnings

By Alan Carter
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where there’s not much chance of the blank flying off the 
lathe. If in doubt, err on the side of caution. Be aware, 
though, that this stuff holds really, really well and some-
times it takes a lot of patience to release the turning from 
the waste block, especially if it’s a little thin. Experience will 
show you how much tape to use.

This is a side view of the blank mounted on the lathe. It’s 
important to note that the side of the blank facing the head-
stock will become the outside of the vessel, the opposite of 
the way you normally turn a bowl. 

I’ve drawn up the tailstock live center to secure the blank. 
Since the blank is held in place with just the double sided 
tape, I don’t want to take any chances that it will fly off the 
lathe. Now I’ll turn the blank round and start working on 
the general outside shape.

Here I’ve roughed out the outside of the vessel, up the point 
where it reaches the mounting block.

Most of the inside of the vessel has been turned away. Note 
also that I’ve kept the tailstock engaged for safety reasons. 
I don’t want to take a chance of the turning coming loose 
from pressure placed on the outer edges of the bowl where 
there’s no backing support.

A whimsical teapot. 
The lid can only be put on the pot in the right  direction 

due to hidden magnets buried in the top and pot.
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The inside of the vessel has been turned with a wall thick-
ness of around 3/16”. The thickness isn’t critical. It should 
be thin enough to resist cracking and give the finished piece 
a light feel but you don’t have to try to impress anyone with 
how thin you can make the walls. Since it’ll be covered com-
pletely when assembled, there’s no need to do any sanding. 
Note that the rim is fairly wide to provide an adequate 
gluing surface.

I’ve now reversed the blank and mounted it to a set of Coles 
jaws. This will allow me to finish turn the outer face without 
having to use an elaborate vacuum chucking system and I 
can leave the tailstock out of the way. You could also make 
a large jam chuck, but the Coles jaws are much simpler to 
set up.

The outside of the vessel has been turned to its final shape. 
The goal is to maintain an even curve around the bowl since 
it’ll be visible once the top is glued on.

I’ve added a set of grooves and lines. The grooves are an in-
cised detail and the lines mark the area that’ll be textured. I 
use a parting tool ground down on the sides to make it very 
thin, around 1/32”, where it enters the wood. You can use 
a skew instead, but there’s less chance of the tool catching 
and skating along the surface with the thin parting tool. The 
parting tool makes a straight-walled channel instead of a 
v-shaped one, so if I do any sanding, the grooves will stay 
the same width.  
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Now I prepare to cut the piece in half. While the piece is 
slowly spinning  on the lathe, I mark the center with a pen-
cil dot. I then draw a line parallel to the grain through the 
center using a flexible ruler that will conform to the curve 
of the piece. You can also use a piece of cardstock or any 
material with a straight edge.

I make the cut freehand either at the bandsaw or scroll-
saw. The scrollsaw makes a thinner kerf. Given that even 
the most accomplished bandsaw artist probably can’t cut a 
perfectly straight line, the 2 halves will have to be sanded so 
the edges are straight and perfectly lined up.  I usually tape 
the 2 halves together (no glue) and either hand sand or use 
a stationary belt sander.

This is a piece of black dyed veneer I cut to act as a detail 
strip where the 2 halves are joined. This strip also helps 
conceal the differences in grain pattern from one side to 
the other. On larger pieces, I’ll use either multiple layers of 
veneer or solid wood cut to 1/16” or so thickness.

After the vessel is cut in half and the edges sanded, I pro-
ceed with whatever detailing I want, in this case a design 
made of pierced little “squiggles”.

Once the detailing is done, I glue together the 2 halves with 
the divider strip in between.  After I apply the glue, I tape 
the halves together with several pieces of masking tape. 
It isn’t necessary to do any smoothing or finishing on the 
inside since you can’t really see it once the top is on. I often 
paint the inside black so nothing shows, giving the interior 
a bit of mystery.

 
The outline of the top has been traced on the blank, here a 
1/8” piece of wenge. I’ve drawn a line through the center, 
using marks I made where the center spline is located. I 
divided the line in half and marked where the center of the 
hole will be.

The hole for the top finial has been drilled. The measure-
ments I took earlier will insure that the hole will be in the 
center of the finished top. Don’t make the hole wider than 
the distance between the 2 sides of the vessel at its center 
point.
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The top has been glued to the vessel and the edges sanded 
smooth. It’s important to not sand too aggressively and 
sand away any details. The base is held to the vessel with a 
1/8” brass pin epoxied in holes drilled in both the base and 
the center of the vessel. To find the center, I wrap a cloth 
tape measure around the outside curve of the vessel and 
divide the measurement by 2. 

 
This is the completed vessel from the front, with the base 
and top completed.

 

This is an angle view showing the unique shape the split 
bowl technique offers.

I like to add little surprises, so I put a small finial on the 
underneath side of the top.

The design possibilities are endless with this kind of vessel. 
You can make quarter round pieces or even narrower ones. 
They can be oriented in different directions and different 
size turnings can be combined to make unusual sculptural 
pieces. 

Dialogue
Walnut, figured maple and steel balls

Hidden magnets hold the two halves and the balls in place.
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Calendar of Events
Date Name Event Location
Previous Events
September 19 - 21, 
2014

GAW Symposium - Turning Southern 
Style

Northwest Georgia Trade and 
Convention Center in Dalton, GA

October 2 - 12, 2014 Georgia National Fair Perry, Georgia
October 16, 2014 Steve Cook GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
October 18, 2014 GAW Annual Picnic Danny and Jane McCravy’s house
November 20, 2014 Alan Carter GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
Upcoming Events
December 18, 2014 Holiday Party Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
January 9 - 11, 2015 Florida Woodturning Symposium Lake Yale Baptist Conference Center
January 15, 2015 Doug Thompson GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
January 30-31, 2015 Tennessee Assn. of Woodturners 

Symposium
Franklin, TN

February 18, 2015 Mark Waninger Hands-On Workshop Woodcraft
February 19, 2015 Mark Waninger GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
February 20, 2015 Mark Waninger Hands-On Workshop Woodcraft
March 19, 2015 Richard Morris

Derek Weidman Hands-On Workshop TBD
April 16, 2015 Derek Weidman GAW Monthly Meeting
May 21, 2015 Robert Lyon GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
June 18, 2015 Jim Creel
June 25 - 28, 2015 AAW Annual Symposium Pittsburgh
September 18 -20, 
2014

GAW Symposium - Turning Southern 
Style

Northwest Georgia Trade and 
Convention Center in Dalton, GA

September 17, 2015 Jimmy Clewes GAW Monthly Meeting
October 15, 2015 Harvey Meyer GAW Monthly Meeting

Tania Radda GAW Monthly Meeting
2016
June 9 - 12, 2016 AAW Annual Symposium Atlanta Convention Center at 

AmericasMart

Haven’t Yet Joined GAW?
Need to Renew Your Membership?

Joining is simple and inexpensive ($25 individual mem-
bership or $30 for family membership). You can join or 
renew your membership on-line here. Or you can pay by 
check using the form at this location. And, of course, you 
can pay our treasurer, Harvey Meyer, by cash, check or 
credit card at the next meeting or you send him a check to-
gether with the membership form to this address:

Harvey Meyer
5174 Waterford Dr.

Dunwoody, GA 30338

And Don’t Forget to Join AAW
Have you checked out the new AAW website? It 
really is easier to find things. Not an AAW member? 
You can join on-line and pay with a credit card. 
If you are a member, take a moment to update 
your profile. For new turners you can access the 
bi-monthly digital magazine called Woodturning 
FUNdamentals. Need the email address or phone 
number of  a fellow AAW member? Check out the 
on-line Member directory.  Interested in teaching 
woodtuning? Check out the information available in 
the Resources tab and click on Teaching Resources. 
Need a project idea? Check out the archive issues 
of all of the past issues of American Woodturner.
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https://aaw.site-ym.com/?page=2015Pittsburgh
http://www.jimmyclewes.com
http://www.harveymeyer.com
http://www.taniaradda.com
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=9atcwcjab&oeidk=a07ea058a3i8ef9bdf4
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GAW Officers and Directors
Name, Position Phone Email address

Steve Pritchard, President 770-947-3457 pres@gawoodturner.com
Doug McCulloch, Vice President 770-499-1805 vp@gawoodturner.org
Harvey Meyer, Treasurer 678-261-7722 treasurer@gawoodturner.org
Bob Black, Secretary 770-271-8871 secretary@gawoodturner.org
Mike Peace, Member at Large 770-362-4308 board1@gawoodturner.org
Kevin Woods, Member at Large 770-633-9928 board2@gawoodturner.org
Mark Sillay, Past President 404-556-1736 board3@gawoodturner.org
Jim Hardy, Symposium Chair 770-992-4195 symposium@gawoodturner.org
Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer, Program 
Chairmen

770-253-0882 (Ron)
678-261-7722  (Harvey)

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman 404-352-2946 scholarships@gawoodturner.org
Frank Bowers, Librarian 404-292-1107 fcbowr@aol.com
Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor 404-377-3140 editor@gawoodturner.org
Nick Cook, Advisor 770-421-1212 advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster 770-947-3457 webmaster@gawoodturner.org

Editor’s Note 

Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the Newsletter. I welcome 
your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites, items for sale or exchange, etc. You can reach 
me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140). 

Please fill out a brief form for each item you bring to the club’s instant gallery to provide some information about 
your work in order for it to be accurately described in the newsletter. Here’s a link to the form for your use.

Thanks,

Bob Lough
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The following GAW club members give private 
woodturning instruction in their own shops. 

Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers fcbowr@aol.com 404-292-1107
Phil Colson woodturnerphil@gmail.com 404-518-4925

Nick Cook nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com 770-421-1212

Michael Gibson www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com 404-803-1438
Cynthia Gibson (Pyrography)
Authorized Razertip Dealer www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com 404-803-1438

Wes Jones wwjones@comcast.net 770-972-6803
Steve Pritchard steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com 770-9473457
Jack Morse johnmorse@bellsouth.net 770-316-7941
Peggy Schmid schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net 678-947-4562
Mark Sillay marksillay@me.com 404-556-1736

DVD andVideo Tape Library

The Georgia Association of Woodturn-
ers (GAW) has instructional VHS 
and DVD videos available for rental 

before each GAW meeting. A partial 
listing of the videos is on the GAW website 

here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs. 
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are lim-
ited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be 
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00 
per month will be assessed for each item not 
returned on time. New titles are being added fre-
quently so come early to the meeting and check 
out a video. 

Woodturning Instruction

Woodturning Schools
in the Southeast

The following schools in the Southeast offer class-
es in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts. 
Check out their websites to see the scheduled 
course offerings.

John C. Campbell Folk School 
The 2015 course catalogue is now available on-line
 
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts 
Course descriptions for the 2015 classes are now 
on-line

Highland Woodworking 

Appalachian Center for Craft 

Woodcraft of Atlanta
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American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Tools and 
Supplies
Bear Tooth Woods
Specialty pen kits

Best Wood Tools
Specialized woodturning tools
GAW Symposium Vendor

Craft Supply
Woodturning Supplies

Craft ID
Signature medallions
GAW Symposium Vendor

Earth’s Watch
Wooden jewelry and watches
GAW Symposium Vendor

Franck Johannesen Woodturning 
GAW Symposium Vendor

Geiger’s Solutions
Robust Lathes and accessories
GAW Symposium Vendor

Klingspor
Abrasives and woodturning supplies

Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW members

Highland Woodworking
Woodworking tools, supplies

Hunter Tool Systems
Carbide woodturning tools
GAW Symposium Vendor

Hut Products
Woodturning tools, supplies

John Jordan Woodturning
Woodturning tools and more
GAW Symposium Vendor

JT Turning Tools
Woodturning tools & accessories
GAW Symposium Vendor

Lyle Jamieson Tools
Hollowing tools
GAW Symposium Vendor

OneWay Manufacturing
Lathes and accessories
GAW Symposium Vendor

Packard
Woodturning Supplies

Peachtree Woodworking Supply
Turning and carving tools, supplies
GAW Symposium Vendor

Penn State
Woodturning tools, supplies
 
Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware

Ron Brown’s Best
Woodturning tools and videos
GAW Symposium Vendor

Sanding Glove
Abrasives and sanding equipment

SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
Stainless steel bottle stoppers
GAW Symposium Vendor

Thompson Lathe Tools
High quality steel woodturning tools
GAW Symposium Vendor

Vinces WoodNWonders
Sanding products
GAW Symposium Vendor

Woodcraft of Atlanta
Woodworking and Hardware
GAW Symposium Vendor

Woodturners Wonders
Lathe lamps & CBN wheels
GAW Symposium Vendor

Woodturningz
Pen kits and woodturning supplies

Magazines
More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine

Woodturning
The British woodturning magazine

Wood magazine Forum 
www.woodmagazine.com 
Q & A on Woodturning

Websites
Woodturning Videos
Excellent woodturning videos

Wood Sources
AustralianBurls
GAW Symposium Vendor

Big Monk Lumber
Exotic woods
GAW Symposium Vendor

Century Tree Turnings
Woodturning blanks
GAW Symposium Vendor

Got Wood?
Source of Wood turning blanks from 
Piedmont area of South Carolina

Hardwoods Incorporated
Specialty Hardwoods
GAW Symposium Vendor

Bell Forest 
Figured and Exotic woods

Woodturning Resources

Hartville Tool
Discount Program

The Hartville Tool discount 
program, which is available 
to GAW members, offers club 
members a 15% discount on 
thousands of woodworking 
items (some restrictions 
apply). If you haven’t already 
signed up, and you wish to 
participate in this program, you 
may sign up by sending your 
name, address and email to 
gawoodturners@gawoodturner.
org and state that you wish to 
be added to the Hartville list. 

Closing

The opinions expressed in this 
monthly newsletter of the Geor-
gia Association of Woodturners, 
do not necessarily reflect those of 
the Editor, Officers, or the GAW. 
Woodturning Schools and Instruc-
tors listed in this Newsletter are 
not recommended or endorsed by 
the GAW, but are made available to 
the GAW members and others as a 
convenience only.

Your GAW questions, comments 
and suggestions are always wel-
come. You may contact any officer 
through the contact information 
in this newsletter, or our website’s 
contact webpage. 
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http://www.geigerssolutions.com
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http://www.hartvilletool.com/
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com
http://www.hunterwoodturningtool.com
http://www.hutproducts.com
http://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/John_Jordan_Woodturning/Tools_and_More.html
http://jtturningtools.com
https://www.lylejamieson.com/cart/shop.asp
http://www.oneway.ca
http://www.packardwoodworks.com
http://www.ptreeusa.com
http://www.pennstateind.com
http://www.rockler.com
http://www.ronbrownsbest.com
http://thesandingglove.com/default.asp
http://nilesbottlestoppers.com
http://www.thompsonlathetools.com/products.asp
http://vinceswoodnwonders.com
http://www.woodcraft.com
http://woodturnerswonders.com
http://www.woodturningz.com
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com
http://www.thegmcgroup.com/pc/viewCategories.asp?idCategory=695
http://www.woodmagazine.com/
http://woodturningvideos.weebly.com
http://www.bigmonklumber.com/index.html
http://www.centurytreeturnings.com/#
http://www.turningblanks.net/servlet/StoreFront
http://www.hardwoodweb.com/distribution/html/HWWStoreAtlanta.html
https://www.bellforestproducts.com
mailto:gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org
mailto:gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org
http://www.gawoodturner.com/contact.shtml
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