GAWoodturners
The Georgia Association of Woodturners

The Georgia Association of
Woodturners (GAW) is a chapter
of the American Association of
Woodturners (AAW), dedicated to
providing education, information
and organization to those interested in woodturning. GAW serves
those in the metro-Atlanta area.
Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 pm at the Ga Tech
Digital Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta
Street Atlanta, GA 30318 near I-75 and
North Ave. Click here for a map and
directions. Parking is at the Lab, and
across the street at Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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GAW Newsletter - April 2015
President’s Message
It appears that spring has finally arrived
in Georgia and not a minute too soon for
many people!
When one agrees to be part of a working
group, there is always the question of
whether the group’s voice will actually
be heard and if any action will be taken.
The AAW’s response to CRI (Chapter
Relations Initiative) recommendations has certainly proven any such
concerns were unfounded in this case.
One of the group’s recommendations
was for an easy way for members and
and demonstrators to easily identify
club’s basic information as to meeting
times, location etc. In response to
that recommendation, the AAW has
recently published a graphical display
of all chapter locations which includes
that information. You will find the map
here and instructions here. Take a look,
I think you will find it interesting on
several levels.
In another CRI inspired move, the
AAW has launched the Woodturning
Marketspace. It is an online advertiser
hub that consolidates their business
supporters and allows you to
click-through directly to advertiser’s web
sites. It makes finding information about
products and services simple. Click here
for more information.
Congratulations to the AAW and
American Woodturner Journal editor
Josh Friend. The AAW magazine,
American Woodturner Journal was
presented with the 2015 “Nichee Award”
for Best Niche Consumer Association
Magazine at the Niche Media Conference
on April 2nd. See XXX for more information.
Over the last few months, the Board has
been conducting a review of the club
bylaws to ensure that they are in line
with what the IRS requires of non-profit
bylaws. The updated bylaws will be
presented to the club for a vote this

month. I have already sent out a copy of
the proposed changes so that members
will have the opportunity to look them
over prior to the meeting. Click here for
an on-line copy of the changes.
I hope many of you are working on your
Beads of Courage box(es). If you need
motivation or inspiration and you are a
FaceBook member, take a look at their
page at: https://www.facebook.com/
BeadsOfCourage .

Elisabeth Ross of TwoTreeBoyz will be
at the meeting this month. She will have
wood for sale as usual. She will bring
orders to the meeting, so take a look at
her web site here and place your orders
as soon as possible to give her time to get
them ready.
This month’s demonstrator will be Derek
Weidman. Unless you have seen Derek
demonstrate, I doubt that you have seen
a demonstration like his. To use his
description, he “draws” with the lathe.
What does he draw? Human heads,
animals, reptiles, dragons and more.
This is definitely not the standard round
and brown demonstration!
That’s it for this month.
Stay sharp and turn safe!
Steve Pritchard

Beads of Courage Boxes
Guidelines for making a Beads of Courage Box:
•
•
•
•
•
•

In order to sufficiently hold beads, turned boxes need to be no smaller than 6” (15cm) in
diameter. Larger is okay.
If possible, engrave or burn Beads of Courage on the lid.
Make sure lids are easily removable. (No suction fit lids.)
Finials or knobs should be easy for a small child to grasp and not too elaborate or pointed.
Sign your name or write Georgia Association of Woodturners on the bottom.
They prefer that you incorporate the official Beads of Courage ceramic logo bead in your
design. Please see the flyer link for a picture of the bead.

Haven’t Yet Joined GAW?
Joining is simple and inexpensive ($25 individual membership or $30 for family membership). You can join or
renew your membership on-line here, pay our treasurer,
Harvey Meyer, by cash, check or credit card at the next
meeting. Or you can use the form at this location and
mail your check to:
Harvey Meyer
5174 Waterford Dr.
Dunwoody, GA 30338

Examples of some of the unique multi-axis woodturnings by our April demonstrator, Derek Weidman.
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Upcoming Events
Upcoming Meeting Demonstrations
April 16, 2015 - Derek Weidman
At our Thursday night meeting Derek Weidman will give a demonstration
of his unique multi-axis turning. Born in 1982, Derek Weidman has been
working as a professional sculptor in the medium of wood since 2004.
His focus is on lathe-based sculpture. His approach involves multi-axis
turning as the foundation of his work and his subject matter ranges
from animals to deities to pure abstractions, working with an old-world
sensibility in a modernist way. He works from a basic question, “What
would this look like if rendered through the lens of a wood lathe?” From
human heads to rhinos, mandrills to birds, Derek captures each idea in a
way it has not been expressed before.
From very early childhood Derek has drawn constantly. He has a deep connection to nature, and his appreciation for wildlife has had a significant impact on his
work. He also draws inspiration from astronomy, cosmology, ancient religions, as
well as modern myths. He focuses on creative
problem solving coupled with rigorous execution
to undermine convention and to achieve technical
innovations, creating work that is novel to see
and experience. He works in rural Southeastern
Pennsylvania.
By using the unique shaping processes of turning,
Derek has created a descriptive visual language
that only the lathe can speak. His work has been
exhibited widely and featured on several occasions
in the American Woodturner including the cover of the April 2014 issue.

May 21, 2015 - Robert Lyon will be our demonstrator.
A complete list of upcoming demonstrations is on the calendar of events.

Upcoming Hands-on Workshop
Wednesday, April 15, 2015 - Derek
Weidman, our demonstrator for the April
meeting, will teach a Hands-On class.
This Hands-on Workshop filled up
almost as quickly as it was announced.
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GAW Hands-On Workshops

Throughout the year GAW sponsors a
number of Hands-On Workshops with
outstanding woodturners. These workshops
are a terrific way to gain new skills or to
sharpen your technique. As a rule, the
opportunity to sign up for a workshop is
offered to GAW members first and the
price for GAW members is almost always
discounted. Keep your eye on your email for
announcements of Hands-On Workshops
and remember to sign up early. The limited
number of spaces often go quickly.
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Turning Southern Style XXI Update
First of all, thanks to each of you who posted symposium links on your facebook pages, blogspots and
websites. Now, when you search for Turning Southern Style XXI, it appears on the first page of responses. (A
month ago, it didn’t appear at all.)
During the past month, we concluded each of the following:
1.
Contacted all the vendors and demonstrators and encouraged them to post symposium links on their
websites, facebook pages and electronic distribution lists. Several have already done so.
2.

Prepared the text and pictures for the 2015 symposium brochure.

During the next month, we plan to work on the following:
1.
Finalize the rotations for the Featured Demonstrators and Guest Demonstrators. If you would like to
provide some input into this, please let me know.
2.
Develop a Fundamental Skills program. This will include identifying club demonstrators, as well as
relevant topics. If you would like to help with this activity, please let me know.
3.
Finalize the audio/video strategy for the conference. If you have a background in videography (or
know someone who does) and would like to help discuss alternatives, please let me know.
4.
Finalize the 2015 brochure. If you are skilled in Microsoft Publisher and would like to spend about 2
hours with me to move the text and pictures into the 2015 document, please let me know.
That’s it for now. Next month, I will provide a further update.

--Steve Mellott

The 2015 GAW Symposium - “Turning Southern Style”
will be September 18 - 20, 2015 at the
Northwest Georgia Trade and
Convention Center in Dalton, GA
The featured demonstrators will be
Jimmy Clewes, Nick Agar, and Benoît Averly .

With these Guest Demonstrators
Nick Cook, John Lucas and Harvey Meyer

Page 4

GAW Newsletter - April 2015

Upcoming Woodturning Symposiums
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AAW News

Congratulations to the AAW and its flagship publication, The American Woodturner, which on April
2nd, was presented with the 2015 Nichee Award for Best Niche Consumer Association Magazine. Niche Media’s
“Nichee Awards” are presented annually to small and medium-sized magazines across the country for the creative
and innovative ways they serve readers.
American Woodturner is currently delivered to more than 15,000 AAW members worldwide, and is available for
purchase in select bookstores, woodworking, and arts/craft stores nationally. A full digital version is under development and is anticipated in 2015.
In accepting the award, Joshua Friend, editor of the American Woodturner stated: “I am happy to have received this
award on behalf of the AAW. There are many people who make the journal the high-quality publication it is, but the
leadership of Betty Scarpino, my predecessor, was instrumental. She deserves much of the credit for this award,”
“American Woodturner is a significant benefit of AAW membership, but it is just one of many. Looking ahead, our
job is to ensure the journal works in conjunction with AAW’s portfolio of woodturning resources to meet the needs of
a varied, dynamic association.”
“It feels great to have American Woodturner acknowledged with this award,” stated Phil McDonald, executive
director for the AAW. “The remarkable contributions of Josh Friend, Betty Scarpino, our team of editorial advisors,
and Albarella Design, have made this recognition achievable and enabled us to consistently appeal to our growing
woodturning audiences.”

NEW: The AAW Connects Map
The AAW has launched a one-stop, web-based tool so you can search the globe for information about chapters,
chapter events and demonstrations, regional symposia, woodturning schools, international woodturning organizations, and international symposia. Here’s a link to the AAW website that describes the new map tool and here’s a link
to the map.

In this view of the map you can easily
identify AAW chapters and pull up
key information about each one.
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You can apply different filters to reveal
specific information. This view of the map
reveals the location of regional woodturning
symposiums and woodturning schools.
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March Instant Gallery
Jim Hutchinson

Small bowl from Pau Ferro, typically from
Brazil or Bolivia; Brush oil finish; Jim
rediscovered the blank from which this
bowl was made on a shelf with a sales slip
indicating he had purchased it in 2009.

Bill Lynch

Twisted Hollow
Form; Spalted
Maple with
Ambrosia streaks;
Lacquer sanded
with 0000 steel
wool; paste wax
and buffed

Hollow Form
Vase; Spalted
soft Maple with
Ambrosia streaks;
Lacquer, sanded
with 0000 Steel
wool, paste wax
and buffed

Tom Essex

Birch Natural Edge bowl;
Satin Poly finish

Cherry burl; Natural edge
bowl; Wipe on Poly
Magnolia vessel; Teak oil finish
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Peg Schmid
Hollow Form;
Bradford Pear;
Finish 2x
Rust-Oleum
Clear Gloss

Dave Albright

Steve Mellott
Maple bowl; Dyed in Hands-on
Workshop taught by Mark
Waninger; Lacquer finish

Padauk and Maple; Segmented bowl
started in Hands-on Workshop
taught by Mark Waninger.

Kevin Wood

Ambrosia Maple bowl;
Minwax Antique Oil
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Abstract turning made from
Cherry; lacquer finish
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Wes Jones

Spalted Big Leaf
Maple; 16” Tall
fluted vase; 30
handcarved
flutes (flutes
started with
a router and
finished by
handcarving
and sanding;
Oil finish

Harvey Meyer
Basket Illusion;
With this vessel,
Harvey added
blue, a new
color (for
him), to
his basket
illusion
pieces.
This vessel
has 27,000
squares and
represents 80
hours of work.

Bob Lough

Two small boxes made from Big Leaf Maple
Burl; The top of each box is detailed and gold
gilded (not real gold); Shelac and Beale buffed.
Made as a gift for twin girls in Argentina.

Mike Peace

Yellow Box burl from
Australia; Natural edge
bowl; Minwax Antique Oil
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Three eggs of various woods and a small bowl of
Bradford Pear; Minwax Antique Oil; Click here for the
egg template which is available on Mike’s website.
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March Demonstration
by Richard Morris

Richard demonstrated how he makes his scalloped edge bowls. Here are a few pictures from the demonstration. On
his website he has a full description and photos of all the steps to make a scalloped edge bowl. Click here and then
download the pdf file in which he describes the entire process in detail. His website also has a number of other project
descriptions, including turning spirals on a lathe and turning hollow spheres.
He begins by carefully marking out the locations of the flutes and then grinds and power sands to create the intended
design. The process creates a lot of dust, so you would want to be sure to have a good dust collection and control
system whenever undertaking this project. John Rudert assisted with the vacuum in an attempt to capture as much
dust as possible.

Carefully marking the location of each of the flutes.
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It got dusty when he began using the air grinder.
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Spring Fever
Baseball - is there any other sport that so prominently features a piece of equipment that is crafted on a lathe? Of course,
modern bats are machine made, but the basic concept is the same as it was when John Hillerich turned the first bat
for a professional baseball player. And, according to company legend, the Louisville Slugger was born. For many years,
Louisville Slugger was synonymous with baseball bats. Today, little leaguers and college players commonly use metal bats,
but who can deny the beauty and simple elegance of a sturdy wooden bat. So, in celebration of stick that made baseball
the sport that it is, here are a few interesting facts:
In the early days of Baseball some players used bats that had a flat side which was used to bunt the ball.
In 1859, bats greater than 2.5” in diameter and 42” in length were prohibited.
In 1900, Honus Wagner was the first player to have his autograph burned into a Louisville Slugger.
Louisville Slugger makes approximately 1.6 million bats each year from approximately 40,000 trees each season.
Slightly more than half of the bats are made of maple and most of the rest are made from Ash.
There are several dozen companies that make bats for professional baseball players today.
The bats used today are lighter than in the past. They have larger barrels and thinner handles. Babe Ruth used a 36” bat
that weighed 42 ounces. By contrast, Hank Aaron’s bat was 35” long and weighed 33 ounces.
Click here for step-by-step instructions to turn a baseball bat.

Assuming you are a member
of the AAW, you can go to the
on-line archives and read an
interesting article in the Summer
2007 issue of the American
Woodturner about the history
of the Louisville Slugger and
baseball bats in general.
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Mark Sfirri, a woodturner who
specializes in off-center and multi-axis
turning, has produced a number of bats
in a series that he calls “Rejects from
the Bat Factory.” Click here to watch a
woodturning demonstration in which
Sfirri discusses multiaxis techniques.
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Calendar of Events

Date

Name

Event

Location

February 18, 2015

Mark Waninger

Hands-On Workshop

Woodcraft

February 19, 2015

Mark Waninger

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

February 20, 2015

Mark Waninger

Hands-On Workshop

Woodcraft

March 6 - 8, 2015

Atlanta Woodworking Show

North Atlanta Trade Center

March 13 -15, 2015

American Craft Council Show

Cobb Galleria Center

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

March 19, 2015

Richard Morris

Upcoming Events
April 15, 2015

Derek Weidman

Hands-On Workshop

TBD

April 16, 2015

Derek Weidman

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

Southern States Symposium

Clarence Brown Conference Center,
Cartersville, GA

May 15 - 17, 2015
May 21, 2015

Robert Lyon

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

June 18, 2015

Jim Creel

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

AAW Annual Symposium

Pittsburgh

June 25 - 28, 2015
July 16, 2015

Sharon Doughtie

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

August 20, 2015

John Jordan

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

GAW Symposium - Turning Southern
Style

Northwest Georgia Trade and
Convention Center in Dalton, GA

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

Georgia National Fair

Perry, Georgia

September 18 -20,
2014
September 17, 2015

Jimmy Clewes

October 8 - 18, 2015
September 27 October 2, 2015

Nick Cook

Turning for Food

John C. Campbell Folk School

October 15, 2015

Harvey Meyer

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

November 19, 2015

Tania Radda

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

January 21, 2016

Jim Duxbury

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

March 17, 2016

Barbara Dill

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

April 21, 2016

Frank Penta

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

AAW Annual Symposium

Atlanta Convention Center at
AmericasMart

2016

June 9 - 12, 2016
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For Sale
Got some woodturning or woodworking item to sell? Or looking to swap
some tools? List it here for free. Email me at editor@gawoodturner.org

I have a source for superior round carbide cutters.
These cutters are 16 mm in diameter, so they will fit any
tool that comes with that size. The advantage of these
cutters is that they are 5.5 mm thick, approximately twice
as thick as standard cutters. The thicker cutter provides
a much smoother cut as you ride the bevel because they
will not chatter like thin cutters.
They can be sharpened by placing
the cutter upside-down on a
diamond card sharpener, so they
will last literally for years. They are
$10 each and come with a longer
screw to fit the thick cutter.
Please contact me and I can bring
them to the next GAW meeting, or
for $2.00, I’ll mail them to you.
Brand new Powermatic 3 hp
motor. Bought a few
years ago but never
turned on. Was around
$289 new, asking $250
or best reasonable offer.

I have CBN wheels, Lathe lights and a unique
sanding system
that I sell.
Radius Edge
Wheels are
$125 which are
sold elsewhere
for $220 plus
bushing
--

Ken Rizza

KJR Distributing
LLC
Woodturnerswonders.com
678.442.9454

Marty Wildes
770-866-9172
woodart@mjdesigns.info

Two Tree Boyz is looking forward to seeing you all again on Thursday the 16th.
You get a treat - both of the “Boyz” AND round bowl blanks!
We will have an assortment of $15-20 bowl blanks, some Bradford pear blanks in case anyone
is itching to try a basket illusion piece, some specialty pieces, and even the under $5 box.
Please check out our website here for updates on our inventory. We’ve been adding woods almost
daily and need 48 hours notice to bring something on Thursday. There’s more information on
our website about some Ambrosia Maple and other wood available for GAW members.
Also bring some $ for the raffle. We will be donating a few unique pieces.
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GAW Officers and Directors

Name, Position

Phone

Email address

Steve Pritchard, President

770-947-3457

pres@gawoodturner.com

Steve Mellott, Vice President

404-642-3222

vp@gawoodturner.org

Harvey Meyer, Treasurer

678-261-7722

treasurer@gawoodturner.org

Bob Black, Secretary

770-271-8871

secretary@gawoodturner.org

Mike Peace, Member at Large

770-362-4308

board1@gawoodturner.org

Kim Muthersbough, Member at Large

770-973-0539

board2@gawoodturner.org

Mark Sillay, Past President

404-556-1736

board3@gawoodturner.org

Steve Mellott, Symposium Chair

404-642-3222

symposium@gawoodturner.org

Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer, Program
Chairmen

770-253-0882 (Ron)
678-261-7722 (Harvey)

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman

404-352-2946

scholarships@gawoodturner.org

Frank Bowers, Librarian

404-292-1107

fcbowr@aol.com

Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor

404-377-3140

editor@gawoodturner.org

Nick Cook, Advisor

770-421-1212

advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster

770-947-3457

webmaster@gawoodturner.org

Editor’s Note
Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the Newsletter. I welcome
your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites, items for sale or exchange, etc. You can reach
me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140).
Please fill out a brief form for each item you bring to the club’s instant gallery to provide some information about
your work in order for it to be accurately described in the newsletter. Here’s a link to the form for your use.
Thanks,
Bob Lough
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Woodturning Instruction
The following GAW club members give private
woodturning instruction in their own shops.
Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers

fcbowr@aol.com

404-292-1107

Phil Colson

woodturnerphil@gmail.com

404-518-4925

Nick Cook

nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com

770-421-1212

Michael Gibson

www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com

404-803-1438

Cynthia Gibson (Pyrography)
Authorized Razertip Dealer

www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com

404-803-1438

Wes Jones

wwjones@comcast.net

770-972-6803

Steve Pritchard

steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com

770-947-3457

Jack Morse

johnmorse@bellsouth.net

770-316-7941

Peggy Schmid

schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net

678-947-4562

Mark Sillay

marksillay@me.com

404-556-1736

Woodturning Schools
in the Southeast
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts.
Check out their websites to see the scheduled
course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School
The 2015 course catalogue is now available on-line
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts
Course descriptions for the 2015 classes are now
on-line

DVD andVideo Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has instructional VHS
and DVD videos available for rental
before each GAW meeting. A partial
listing of the videos is on the GAW website
here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs.
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are limited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00
per month will be assessed for each item not
returned on time. New titles are being added frequently so come early to the meeting and check
out a video.

Highland Woodworking
Appalachian Center for Craft
Woodcraft of Atlanta
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Woodturning Resources
American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Hollowing tools

Tools and
Supplies

Packard
Woodturning Supplies

Bear Tooth Woods
Specialty pen kits
Best Wood Tools
Specialized woodturning tools
Craft Supply
Woodturning Supplies
Craft ID
Signature medallions
Earth’s Watch
Wooden jewelry and watches
Franck Johannesen Woodturning
Geiger’s Solutions
Robust Lathes and accessories
Klingspor
Abrasives and woodturning supplies
Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW members
Highland Woodworking
Woodworking tools, supplies
Hunter Tool Systems
Carbide woodturning tools
Hut Products
Woodturning tools, supplies
John Jordan Woodturning
Woodturning tools and more
JT Turning Tools
Woodturning tools & accessories
Lyle Jamieson Tools

Woodcraft of Atlanta
Woodworking and Hardware

OneWay Manufacturing
Lathes and accessories

Woodturners Wonders
Lathe lamps & CBN wheels

Peachtree Woodworking Supply
Turning and carving tools, supplies

Woodturningz
Pen kits and woodturning supplies

Magazines

Penn State
Woodturning tools, supplies

More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine

Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware

Woodturning
The British woodturning magazine

Ron Brown’s Best
Woodturning tools and videos

Wood magazine Forum
www.woodmagazine.com
Q & A on Woodturning

Sanding Glove
Abrasives and sanding equipment

Websites

SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
Stainless steel bottle stoppers

Woodturning Videos
Excellent woodturning videos

Thompson Lathe Tools
High quality steel woodturning tools

Wood Sources

Vinces WoodNWonders
Sanding products

AustralianBurls
Burls from Australia
Bell Forest
Figured and Exotic woods

Hartville Tool
Discount Program

Big Monk Lumber
Exotic woods

The Hartville Tool discount
program, which is available to GAW
members, offers club members a
15% discount on thousands of woodworking items (some restrictions
apply). If you haven’t already signed
up, and you wish to participate in
this program, you may sign up by
sending your name, address and
email to gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org and state that you wish
to be added to the Hartville list.

Century Tree Turnings
Woodturning blanks
Got Wood?
Source of Wood turning blanks from
Piedmont area of South Carolina
Hardwoods Incorporated
Specialty Hardwoods
Two Tree Boyz Wood
Selling locally harvested green wood
Elizabeth Ross will be at the April
meeting

Closing
The opinions expressed in this monthly newsletter of the Georgia Association of Woodturners, do not
necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW. Woodturning Schools and Instructors listed
in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the GAW, but are made available to the GAW
members and others as a convenience only.
Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any officer
through the contact information in this newsletter, on our website’s contact webpage.
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