GAWoodturners
The Georgia Association of Woodturners

The Georgia Association of Woodturners
(GAW) is a chapter of the American
Association of Woodturners (AAW),
dedicated to providing education,
information and organization to those
interested in woodturning. GAW serves
those in the metro-Atlanta area. Click
here to follow us on Facebook.
Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 pm at the Ga Tech
Digital Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta
Street Atlanta, GA 30318 near I-75 and
North Ave. Click here for a map and
directions. Parking is at the Lab, and
across the street at Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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GAW Newsletter - October 2015
President’s Message
We will be electing next year’s club officers
in November. This is a change from prior
years and is due to one of the changes we
made to the club bylaws. The nominating
committee has been working hard to
develop a slate of candidates. I had hoped
the slate would be ready for this newsletter
but we’re still searching for members
willing to support their club in this way. As
it stands now, we have someone willing to
be board secretary and possibly someone
willing to be treasurer. We have yet to find
someone willing to be president.
I will also open the floor for additional
nominations at the October meeting.
At the November meeting we will vote
on and elect those officers that we have
candidates for. We will continue to attempt
to fill any empty slots. Everyone should be
aware those currently filling the secretary,
treasurer and president slots end their
terms as of December 31st per our bylaws.
As you might expect, all those positions are
important to the club and must be filled for
the club to remain viable.
The hardest position to fill seems to be
the president. So, what does the GAW
president do? Well, that’s kind of up to the
sitting president, but here is what I do each
month. 1) About a week before the meeting,
I write the president’s message. It consists
of news I think our club members might
find of interest, things they need to know
about and teasers to what else might be in
the newsletter. It is about a typed page in
length. After Linda proofs it, I email it to
Bob Lough for inclusion in the newsletter.
Bob and I might also discuss various
aspects of the newsletter content, but for
the most part he takes care of it without
my input. When it’s done, he sends it to the
webmaster to be emailed to our members.
(That’s me too, but I will continue to do that
part and the president doesn’t have to get
involved. In fact, I do all emails as part of
the webmaster’s job, so the president doesn’t
have to do any of that unless they want to
send something

to our members from the president.) 2) I
prepare the board meeting agenda based on
old business and any new business that has
materialized during the month and I email
it to the board members. 3) I run the board
meeting which lasts about an hour. It isn’t
difficult. We have a board that gets along
well and there is seldom any disagreement.
4) I run the membership meeting. Besides
remembering to do standard meeting items
(and you all keep me straight on that!)
it isn’t all that difficult. 5) Occasionally
between meetings, something will come
up. I usually run it by the board with my
decision or ask for their votes and we either
take care of it then or we table it until the
board meeting. And THAT IS IT. So, if you
are worried about it being complicated or
difficult, don’t.
So, think about it and then call Ron Britton
and tell him you are willing to step up and
be GAW’s next president.
This year’s Turning Southern Style is
now history. I received a lot of positive
comments on the lineup and the
symposium in general. For those that
were unable to attend, we had about 225
registered attendees who came from 12
states and 48 clubs. This year’s symposium
also saw its first meeting of Women in
Woodturning. As most are probably aware,
we won’t be holding a symposium next year
because the national symposium is coming
to Atlanta. He are however planning for
2017.
The annual club picnic was held last
Saturday. I wasn’t able to attend, but I
understand everyone had a great time.
Congratulations to long time GAW
member Wes Jones who has an article
published in this month’s AAW Journal.
Well done Wes!
Stay Sharp and Turn Safe!
Steve Pritchard

Nominations for Board of Directors Positions
I had hoped to have a list of nominees for this space, but at this point that is not possible. I will open the floor for additional
nominations at the general meeting this month. If you are interested in one of these positions and will be unable to attend the
meeting, contact Ron Britton at rbritton625@bellsouth.net and he will add you to the list. Per the most recent change to our bylaws,
we will vote for officers at the November general meeting. This is a change from prior years when we voted at the December meeting.
•
•
•
•

President: To be determined
Vice President: To be determined
Treasurer: To be determined
Secretary: To be determined
- Steve Pritchard

From the AAW
Wes Jones has an article published in this month’s
issue of the American Woodturner. The article features
bowls that Wes made to which he added an enameled
accent, a technique he developed after taking a course
in enameling at John C. Campbell Folk School. If you
were at the symposium you will remember that the
bowl featured in this article was sold at the Saturday
night auction. Click here to read Wes’ article - and the
entire October issue of the American Woodturner (of
course you have to be a member of the AAW).

GAW member Steve Brisco turned the bowl pictured on the right. It was
selected as the AAW Turning of the Week the last week of September. You
can see Steve’s profile and other examples of his work by clicking here.

Harvey Meyer will be our demonstrator at the October meeting. Here are a few of the non-basket
illusion turnings that Harvey has made. Check out his website for many more examples of his work.

Page 2

GAW Newsletter - October 2015

Upcoming and Recent Events
Meeting Demonstrations
October 15, 2015 - Harvey Meyer will be our demonstrator. He will demonstrate how

he makes his basket illusion turnings. Many of his basket illusions take 80 or more hours to
complete, but Harvey will reveal his secrets in a fraction of that time. If after his demonstration
you find you still want more you can sign up for one of his classes next year at John C. Campbell
Folk School or Arrowmont.
From Harvey’s website:
“I’m retired from a 43+ year career as a telecommunications
engineer. I’ve been a woodworker for most of my life. After
building furniture for many years, I started woodturning in 2000.
As it is with most woodworkers who attempt woodturning, I
stopped building furniture and now exclusively turn wood. Most of the wood I turn is from the
Atlanta area. This wood generally comes from trees downed in storms or from tree removals and
would otherwise be headed to landfills or chippers. I also like to turn exotic woods and burls. No
two pieces of wood are alike and it’s not until I start turning a piece when the wood reveals its
hidden beauty. I turn many types of forms and objects including bowls, platters, hollow forms,
goblets, boxes, pepper mills, wine bottle stoppers, pens, etc., but my main focus is on hollow
forms. I also like to embellish my turnings by piercing, burning, coloring, carving, and texturing.
Lately, I’ve been focused on the “basket illusion” where a turned piece attempts to resemble
woven basketry. I enjoy demonstrating at woodturning clubs and teaching. All in all, I’m just
having fun. I work in my studio located in the basement of my home in Dunwoody, GA. I’m
an active member of the Georgia Association of Woodturners, Atlanta Woodturners Guild, and the American Association of
Woodturners.”
On November 19, 2015 our demonstrator will be Tania Radda.
A complete list of upcoming demonstrations is on the calendar of events.

GAW Picnic
October 10 - Rain or Shine

Georgia National Fair
October 8 - 18, 2015
Perry, Georgia
Exhibition and Competition
By the time you receive this newsletter the
Georgia National Fair will already be underway
and hopefully you will have the opportunity to
attend or, better yet, to serve as a docent for the
woodturning exhibition and competition. There’s
certain to be numerous outstanding items on
display.

The annual GAW club picnic will be held again this year at the home of Jane
and Danny McCravy on October 10th rain or shine. It’s always a great social
occasion at the McCravy’s beautiful lakeside home located at 4433 Yancy
Rd., Douglasville, GA.
The Picnic will begin at 11:30 am with the meal starting at 1:00 pm. The
menu is to be determined, but will probably be similar to last year’s: beef
stew, pinto beans, turnip greens, corn bread and peach cobbler. We’ll update
the menu when it’s been set. All food is provided, so there is no need to
bring anything unless you want to.
Click here to see their location on Google Maps.
If you plan to attend, please RSVP to Danny and Jane at 770-949-6372 or via
email to mccravy@bellsouth.net or janemccravy@bellsouth.net.

Editor’s Note:
When you read this newsletter I will be in South Africa, the Georgia National Fair will already be underway, and,
depending on when the newsletter is sent out, the GAW Picnic may already be over. If anyone took any pictures at the
Fair or Picnic please forward them to me and I will include them in the next newsletter.
Thanks - Bob Lough
editor@gawoodturner.org
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Helping Wounded Warriors
by Mark Sillay

On September 24th Frank Bowers, Eugene Hertzler and Mark Sillay assisted John Hatten from Woodcraft in introducing returning
soldiers (Wounded Warriors) to Woodturning by helping them
make pens. The soldiers were from Shepherd Spinal Center where
they treat those wounded with traumatic brain injuries. Besides the
operations and medical treatments they also employ recreational
therapists that involve the soldiers in all kinds of hands-on activities. Woodturning and woodworking are excellent activities that
allow the soldiers to refocus and concentrate on completing projects
and reestablishing a sense of self worth.

Woodcraft donates all the materials and the use of
their workshop facilities to support these wounded
soldiers. In the past several of the GAW members have
volunteered to assist with the hands on training.

If you have never involved yourself in helping others discover
the joy of Woodturning then you are missing the satisfaction
of passing your knowledge to future generations. To these
soldiers the pens that they made are not only a pride filled
accomplishment but learning new skills acts as a therapeutic
tool in their long recovery from their injuries.
Mark Sillay
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Benoît Averly Hands-On

In this class Benoît showed us
as the bevel of the spindle gouge
Boxes with a French Accent
how he creates his boxes mostly
rides up and down while peeling
By Kevin Wood
with a curved end skew. The
away wood. By keeping the tool
boxes are hollowed with a spindle
shaft always in contact with the
gouge using the back hollowing
wood, it acts as a fulcrum. Another
technique. The inside is then
key is once you start the cut, keep
finished with both a square end
the cut going and keep the bevel
and round nose scrapers. Benoît
always in contact with the wood.
’s wide use of the skew and
back hollowing techniques are
We finished our first little box by
due to his experience working
lunch time. After lunch we started
with Richard Raffan back in
our second box which would be
2004 where he learned a lot
a good bit larger. This box started
about design and production.
with a
In this class, we created
square
two boxes. The first box was a very small box with the
blank that was 3 x 3 x 8 inches. We started
intention to introduce us to the skew and the back hollowing
this box again with planing/peeling cuts
techniques. This also allowed us to get familiar with using
to round the blank out. After putting
the skew to produce a curved surface with a clean cut.
tenons on both sides, we parted off one
third which would be the bottom of the
The class started with
box. We started the bottom of our box
rounding a square
by cleaning up the face with a slicing cut
blank such as cherry,
from the skew. We then hollowed out
ash or maple. Benoît
the inside with the back hollowing cut.
demonstrated rounding
With bulk removed, we used both the
the blank with a skew
long point of the skew (toe of the skew ….I think it’s called) and
utilizing both planing
a square end scraper to remove and shape the inside to produce a
and peeling cuts. Once
flat bottom with clean crisp corners. When finished we removed
the blank was round,
the bottom
we used the skew to clean up the surface by holding the handle
and chucked
down with the edge held horizontal to the wood. A skew
up the top
with a curved radius edge with its edge held horizontal to
of our box.
the wood allows a small cut producing a fine surface whereas
Note it is
a straight edge skew could not be used in this manner.
preferable to
have another
After rounding the 2.5 x 2.5 x 6 inch end grain blank, we then
chuck
created a tenon and chucked it up. Now all chucked up, we first
available
created the lid for our small box using only the skew. Once we were so you
satisfied with the shape, we parted it off and proceed to work on
could leave
the bottom. We
the bottom still chucked up because you will
used peeling cuts
finish the bottom of the box in the chuck.
to remove bulk
material. We then
The top of the box was started the same as the bottom. We cleaned
proceeded to shape
the face up with the skew by performing a slicing cut. Next we
the outside of the
had to determine the size of our tenon. We cut 1/16” of an inch off
box with a skew.
the end to size up our tenon to match the opening of the bottom
Next we proceeded
piece of our box. Once we had the size determined, we proceeded
to hollow out the
to hollow out the top with what else…..the back hollowing cut.
box with a back
After roughing out the inside to the depth we wanted, we used
hollowing cut.
round nose scraper to smooth and shape the inside. With the
I saw Richard
inside finished, we
Raffan make this cut look easy on a video, but I
proceed to cut the rest
was always afraid to try it on my own.
of our tenon. Benoît
normally has big tenon’s
Benoît did a great job explaining to us how to make the cut. If you
on his boxes so ours
have seen the cut before, you know it’s kind of a rocking motion
ended up being about
with the tool handle going up and down. The big key is to keep
a half inch in length.
the bottom edge of the tool shaft always in contact with the wood
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Once the inside was finished for the top, we removed it from
the chuck. The bottom of the box was then put back in the
chuck. Once secured, we attached the top on the box to the
bottom and brought up the tail stock to hold it in place. Now
it was time to shape the outside of the box with what else….
the skew! Since the inside of the top of the box was around
halfway of the top’s length, we used peeling cuts to quickly
remove waste from the top to get it down to the size we would
use to shape our finial. With waste removed we proceed to use
the skew to shape the outside into appropriate shape. Once
our outside was shaped, we worked on shaping the finial.
With the finial shaped, it was time to finish the outside with
some carving. Prior to any carving, Benoît put a line along
the seam of the box. He stopped to remove pressure from the

tail stock a few times to make sure the cut along the seam
was correct on both pieces of the box. He then added a line
above and below the seam. Benoît then demonstrated the
different texturing tools he uses to embellish his boxes.
This was a very good class and Benoît ’s techniques and style
provides a unique way to creating boxes. I overheard several
people comment how well they liked the class. Besides this class
teaching us new skills in using the skew and back hollowing
technique, I believe it gave us all more confidence to not ignore
the skew and treat it like the black sheep of the family. Back
hollowing with a spindle gouge is something I have wanted to
try out for some time. Benoit made learning this technique easy.
I plan on bringing some items to our club meetings for Show
and Tell in the near future, showing my new found skills!

Georgia National Fair Unofficial Results
Bowls
Daryl Rickard		
Wes Jones		
Rockwell-Davis		
Wes Jones		
Michael Rasher		
Niall Mathieson		
Hollowforms
Wes Jones		
Wes Jones		
Fred Morris		
Bob Pedrotti		
Bill Bullock		
Rob Patrick		
Bill Bullock		
Richard C. Willis		
Richard C. Willis		
Segmented
Butch Davis		
Keith Peterson		
Keith Peterson		
Keith Peterson		
Bill Bullock		
Bill Bullock-Fine Art Merit

1st and Best of Show
2nd
3rd
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Merit
1st
2nd
3rd
Fine Art Purchase
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Merit
1st
2nd
3rd
Fine Art Merit
Fine Art Purchase

Plates and Platters
Michael Rasher		
1st
Niall Mathieson		
2nd
Fred Morris		
3rd
Joseph Patterson		
Fine Art Merit
Functional
Daryl Rickard		
1st
Wes Jones		
2nd
Steve Pritchard		
3rd
Michael Rasher		
Fine Art Merit
Decorative
Niall Mathieson		
1st
Bill Bullock		
2nd
Joy Moss			3rd
Rob Patrick		
Fine Art Merit
Keith Peterson		
Fine Art Merit
Please note: This list was compiled by Wes Jones and may contain errors
and omissions. The official awards list will come from the Georgia
National Fair.
Congratulations to all participating artists.

GAW Hands-On Workshops
The workshops with Benoît Averly and Nick Agar are the most
recent examples of Hands-On Workshops that are offered by
GAW throughout the year. Next up we will have a workshop
with Tania Radda in November. Watch your email in-boxes for
information about when, where and cost.
Throughout the year GAW sponsors a number of Hands-On
Workshops with outstanding woodturners. These workshops are
a terrific way to gain new skills or to sharpen your technique.
As a rule, the opportunity to sign up for a workshop is offered
to GAW members first and the price for GAW members is
almost always discounted. Keep your eye on your email for
announcements of Hands-On Workshops and remember to sign
up early. The limited number of spaces often go quickly.
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Haven’t Yet Joined GAW?
Joining is simple and inexpensive ($25 individual
membership or $30 for family membership). You can
join or renew your membership on-line here, pay our
treasurer, Harvey Meyer, by cash, check or credit card
at the next meeting. Or you can use the form at this
location and mail your check to:
Harvey Meyer
5174 Waterford Dr.
Dunwoody, GA 30338
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Nick Agar’s Airbrushed Platter
workshop introduced us to
airbrushing designs onto a platter.
We learned how to use an airbrush,
how to airbrush using stencils and
how to creat custom stencils.

Nick Agar Hands-On Workshop
Airbrushed Platter

After practicing by alternating
painting dots up close and away, Nick
By Kevin Wood
demonstrated painting lines both
vertically and horizontally. The key again
was to keep the trigger depressed to
maintain the air flowing while activating/
deactivating the trigger to control the
If you have seen any of Nick’s
paint flow. We practiced this step for
demonstrations you know he is very
about 15 minutes which was a little
creative with an airbrush. Typically,
boring but necessary to understand how
this is a two day class so we had a lot
to control the airbrush. Nick pointed
to learn and digest in a single day!
out that an airbrush was a great tool
The first step was to create a platter
for painting the rims of platters and
from a plain, light colored wood
after sanding
such as ash, maple or sycamore.
back the
overspray it produced a clean, crisp
Nick demonstrated various cuts in
edge that was hard to beat.
shaping the platter such as push
cuts, pull cuts, and shear cuts to
It was time for Nick to introduce us to
produce a smooth, clean surface.
using templates/stencils with our airbrush.
Nick likes to use a screw chuck
Nick talked a little about cutting out
when shaping the bottom of a
our own stencils. As with the previous
platter. I brought a chuck with me
steps, Nick sent us back to our lathes to
but left the screw at home since I
practice. We first chose a simple shape to
rarely use it because I like starting
cut out and then practiced using the stencil on a piece of paper.
between centers so I can adjust/
rotate the wood depending on grain
Next Nick demonstrated
pattern, etc. But the advantage of using a screw chuck to hold the
airbrushing leaves onto a
platter allows the tailstock to be removed and gives full access when
platter. For cutting stencils,
shaping the bottom especially when using push cuts. After shaping
Nick really likes “Ultra Mask”
the bottom, we chucked platters up and shaped the top and inside.
masking film which is used
Nick stressed to keep the top of the platter relative flat and to avoid
heavily in the automotive
creating sharp angles because that makes it difficult to use stencils.
industry. It’s rather expensive
but very workable/pliable in
Once the top was finished it was time to proceed to the main
tight areas. You can find the
objective of the class; learning how to use the airbrush. Nick started
film online from Chicago
showed us different types of airbrushes and how to take them apart.
Airbrush Supply. The film has
Next Nick demonstrated
a low tac adhesive backing that will stick on your platter yet allow
actually using the airbrush
it to be removed and reused elsewhere on the platter. A low tack
by painting dots on a piece
masking tape like blue painters tape is used to control overspray on
of paper. Our first task was
your platter. After airbrushing leaves onto his platter, Nick applied
to practice spraying dots up
different colors
close and away. The key take
to give the leaves
away was to keep air flowing
a “Fallish” look.
at all times while activating
Nick also showed
the trigger to control paint
us different ways
flow onto the paper.
to apply the veins
of the leaves and
ways to shades
to really make
the leaves “pop”.
Due to the amount of information we had to learn, most of us
did not get to airbrush any designs onto our platters. Being that I
could not resist trying, I made a “Hail Mary” attempt to spray one
leaf onto my platter before we had to pack up and leave. Initially, I
thought my leaf was a little big for my platter even wrapping part
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of it onto the back side, it was still a little big in my opinion. I feel
I also got my paint a little darker than I would have liked. Due to
my “NEED” to have to
paint one stupid leaf
onto my platter, I now
will have to attempt to
sand it off. If sanding
does not work, I will
have to cut it away
since I still have the
platter chucked up.
In case you are
interested in attempting airbrushing a platter, the following
materials will be needed: small cutting mat/craft mat, scapel/
exacto knife, low tac masking tape such as blue painters tape,
a piece of board to act as an easel to hold a piece of paper to
practice airbrushing, frisket / stencil material, and an airbrush
either bottom feed or gravity feed. Nick used the deluxe kit from
Harbor Freight which comes with like 5 brushes/containers
which makes it easier to switch between colors. Also an air
compressor is required. Most of us used the small pancake
type compressors. Jack Morse had a very small air compressor
which ran very quiet. Jack got his compressor at Harbor Freight
as well. Jack also made a good suggestion to get some cheap
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eye droppers for putting paint into your airbrush if you are
using one of the little metal cups that many come with.
Regarding paint/colors, Nick likes using spirit stains such
as TransTint that is alcohol based. He also uses acrylic paint
as well. The main difference in the two is that alcohol dyes
will asbsorb into the wood and acrylics can leave a texture
because it will sit more on the surface. One tip is when using
the airbrush is to keep it horizontal or keep the nozzle pointed
slightly down. If you tip the nozzle up it will allow paint to
get back into the working of the airbrush. Cleaning is very
important to maintain proper functioning of your airbrush.
Nick emphasized disassembling your airbrush before using
to get familiar with all the parts. He also emphasized to be
very careful since many of the parts can easily bend.
Nick Airbrushing workshop gave all of us lots of ideas and ways
to be creative. Soon after leaving for the day, my mind already
had idea’s running through it. The first thing I need to do is sand/
cut away the leaf that I just “HAD” to paint onto my platter. Once
I clean up my mistake, I can airbrush some pretty, “SMALLER”
leaves onto my platter. Hopefully in the near future, I will have my
airbrushed platter finished and ready to bring to a club meeting
showing my newly acquired skill during “Show and Tell”.
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Symposium Wrap-Up
Thank You!
Last month, GAW hosted its 21st Turning Southern Style Symposium. By all accounts, it was a very successful event with 95% of the
attendees rating it as being “excellent” and the remaining 5% rating it as being “good.”
Anyone who has ever belonged to a woodturning club knows that good things happen only if people make them happen. Clubs
aren’t successful if no-one volunteers to be an officer, edit the newsletter, manage the website, run the cameras, conduct the demos,
or volunteer for a number of other activities.
Chairing the symposium involved a lot of activities and it was a much bigger project than I had anticipated. Fortunately, a number
of people stepped up to help. At this time, I’d like to thank each of you who volunteered and let you know I greatly appreciate your
contributions. Without your help, we would not have received the positive ratings we did.
Thanks again.
Steve Mellott

Demonstrations -- There were many more than are pictured here. Too many for one person to attend.

Editor’s Note:
I tried to get around to see as much as possible and to take pictures that would
represent all the facets of the symposium. That was impossible. There was
too much going on in too many different rooms at the same time. But, on the
next few pages are at least a small representation of the many demonstrations,
vendors, and woodturnings on display.
Bob Lough
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Beads of Courage
The display of Beads of Courage boxes were a highlight of the
Symposium. The number of boxes that were brought to the
symposium exceeded expectations. It was wonderful to see
the diversity and creativity of each of the woodturners who
generously took the time to create a keepsake for a seriously ill
child..

Women in Turning
The first gathering of Southern Women who are
woodturners was held during the symposium.
Our purpose is to first identify women who either
are turners or who are interested in Woodturning.
Of the 225 attendees at the symposium, we had
seven women who attended the meeting. You can
obtain more information on the AAW website and
on Facebook. We are encouraging all women to
join in so that we can help identify their needs and
desires as turners and provide help and encouragement.
- Peg Schmid
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The Symposium Instant Gallery

Nick Agar and Benoît Averly selected the woodturnings below for special comment and critique during the Friday evening
program.
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The Symposium Vendors

The vendors offered a wide variety of supplies and tools for virtually every aspect of woodturning. They also provided a depth of
knowledge and experience that they were eager to share in demonstrations and in over-the-counter conversation.
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September Instant Gallery
Charles Jackson

In the August newsletter I noted that no Instant Gallery item had been made from Live Oak, the state tree of Georgia
and famously the wood used in the construction of the USS Constitution. Charles made this pen from Live Oak wood
from the USS Constitution that he purchased from the gift shop at the USS Constitution.

Beads of Courage Boxes
Tom Essex

Andy Bennett

Tasmanian Rose Myrtle with a dyed Sapele
lid; Salad bowl finish

Cedar, black walnut, purpleheart and
Magnolia; Danish Oil and Deft lacquer
(Andy used a piece of a cedar beam
from his new porch)

Bob Lough

Both bowls were made from Maple with Walnut knobs
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Raul Jimenez

Maple natural edge vessel with wood burning; DEF finish

Eugene Hertzler

Osage Orange natural edge vessel; DEF finish

Kevin Wood

Mike Peace

Ash bowl with small Walnut foot; Danish oil

Two threaded boxes; Cherry box and Acorn
box; top of the Acorn box is made from
Mesquite; Minwax Antique Oil finish

Cherry Hollow form;
Minwax Antique Oil

Maple bowl; dyed on the outside of the bowl;
shellac & varnish
Bradford Pear bowl; Minwax Antique Oil

Walnut bowl; Danish Oil
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Check out Mike Peace’s woodturning
channel on YouTube. He has posted
numerous well made videos covering
a wide gamut of topics related to
woodturning. Subscribe to his channel
and you will get a notification by email
of new videos.
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Thank God for Trees
and the wood they produce

The list of Instant Gallary woods includes “Hard Maple” and
“Soft Maple.” Obviously, these are not the names of a species
of tree but instead identifies a characteristic of the wood. Hard
Maple generally refers to a specific species, which is known as
Rock Maple or Sugar Maple. The term “Soft Maple” on the other
hand does not refer to a specific species, instead it is simply a
way of saying “not Hard Maple”. According to Wood-database.
com, wood that is sold in the
eastern United States as “Soft
Maple” is generally either
Silver Maple or Red Maple
and sometimes Box Edler.

Mike Peace used Mesquite for the top of an Acorn Box
that he brought for last month’s Instant Gallery. Mesquite
is common in the Southwest where
it is often regarded as a nuisance,
especially by ranchers who find it
almost impossible to eradicate. It
is known for its ability to survive
in drought conditions by sending
Mesquite thorns
roots deep into the ground thereby
depleting scare water and for its sharp thorns. The wood is
hard and burns well making it a favorite wood for BBQ.
Raul Jimenez brought a vase made from Osage Orange. also
known as “Hedge Apple” or “Horse Apple”.
The heartwood is golden to bright yellow,
but it will darken to medium brown over
time. The wood is extremely durable and
one of the most decay resistant woods in
North America. The wood of the Osage
Orange tree was used by Native Americans Fruit of the Osage Orange
to make bows. Shavings from the Osage
Orange contain a water-soluble yellow dye, so putting
shavings into water will turn the water yellow.

The largest identified Sugar
Maple tree in Atlanta is
located in Decatur and is 10
feet 11 inches in diameter, 81
feet tall and has a spread of
70 feet.

Instant Gallery Woods

The list of different woods that have been used in instant gallery items, going back to January 2014, has increased to 94. In August
we saw Australian White Top Burl, Hard Maple and Soft Maple and in September we added Mesquite, Osage Orange, Live Oak,
Cedar, and Tasmanian Rose Myrtle
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.

Acacia
African Blackwood
Albizia Lebbeck
Apple
Ash
Ash, White
Australian Brown Mallee
Australian Pine
Australian Red Morrell
Australian Yellow Box
Australian White Top
Burl
Beech
Birch, Masur
Birch, River
Birch, Sweet
Blackwood
Blackwood, African
Bloodwood
Box Elder
Buckeye
Bulbinga
Camphor
Canarywood
Cedar
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25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.

Chakte Viga
Cherry
Cherry, Yashino
Chinese Chestnut
Cedar, Spanish
Cocobolo
Costello
Dogwood
Ebony
Elm
Eucalyptus
Hickory
Holly
Hop-hornbeam
Ironwood
Ironwood, Southern
Katalox
Kingwood
Koa
Lignum Vitae
Locust
Madrone
Magnolia
Mahogany
Mahogany, Cuban

50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.

Makore
Maple, Ambrosia
Maple, Birdseye)
Maple, Big Leaf
Maple, Red
Maple, Hard
Maple, Soft
Mesquite
Mimosa
Mulberry
Nara
Oak
Oak, Live
Oak, Post
Oak, Red
Oak, Water
Oak, White
Orange Agate
Osage Orange
Paduak
Paulownia
Pear
Pear, Bradford
Pear, Bartlett
Pecan

75. Pine
76. Pine, Norfolk Island
77. Poplar
78. Purpleheart
79. Redbud
80. Rosewood
81. Rosewood, Yucatan
82. Sapele
83. Satinwood, Nigerian
84. Sourwood
85. Sweet Gum
86. Sycamore
87. Sycamore, English
88. Tagua Nut
89. Tasmanian Rose Myrtle
90. Tulip Poplar
91. Walnut
92. Walnut, Brazilian
93. Walnut, Claro
94. Wenge
Not counting “Unknown
Wood” and “Unknown Burl”
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Jimmy Clewes Demonstration

Jimmy demonstrated how he safely
turns at high speeds.

Ron Britton impersonated Steve Pritchard (pony tail and
all) at the September club meeting and introduced Jimmy
Clewes.

Learn to ride the bevel

Jimmy demonstrated how to turn an oriental style box and a clam shell box. Both boxes featured an Ogee curve which Jimmy
stressed gives the turnings a ideal shape. Jimmy cranked up the speed on the lathe and explained how he can quickly and safely
remove wood with a sharp tool leaving a clean, smooth surface. Still, when he turned the speed up to 3,000 rpm there was a bit of
nervous laughter especially from those who were seated directly in front of the lathe.

An Ogee Curve is a double curve that is shaped
somewhat like an enlongated S. Ogee curves are often used
in molding, are seen in architectural design and even plastic
surgery facial reconstruction.

On Learning to Turn
“In England everyone learns to do spindle turning first. And
they learn how to turn beads and coves. It’s boring but they
learn how to use the bevel. You can’t turn a bead or cove
without using the bevel. And that makes the transition to
using a bowl gouge easier.”

Dovetail Jaws
Jimmy prefers dovetail jaws on a chuck, not the serrated
jaws that are standard on a OneWay chuck. In his opinion,
the dovetail jaws hold better and are safer. Dovetail jaws are
standard on some chucks, such as the Vicmarc and available
as an option on OneWay chucks.
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On tight-fitting boxes
“Woodworkers are impressed with a tight-fitting box. But
they don’t sell. A box should open easily. Think about it.
Who buys the boxes? Women, that’s who. And they want a
box that can be used and that’s a box that opens easily.”
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Date
Upcoming Events

Calendar of Events

Name

Event

Georgia National Fair

October 8 - 18, 2015
October 10, 2015
October 15, 2015

Harvey Meyer

Location
Perry, GA

GAW Annual Picnic

Danny and Jane McCravy’s house at
4433 Yancy Rd., Douglasville, GA

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

October 17, 2015

Raindate for the GAW Annual Picnic

October 24, 2015

3rd Annual Woodtoberfest

Danny and Jane McCravy’s house
Hardwoods Inc., 5400 Riverview Rd.,
Mableton, GA 30126

TBD

Tania Radda

Hands-on Workshop

TBD

November 19, 2015

Tania Radda

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

GAW Holiday Party

December 17, 2015

2016
January 21, 2016

Jim Duxbury

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

March 17, 2016

Barbara Dill

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

April 21, 2016

Frank Penta

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

June 9 - 12, 2016

June 16, 2015
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Atlanta Convention Center at
AmericasMart

Michael Hosaluk

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
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For Sale
Got some woodturning or woodworking item to sell? Or looking to swap some
tools? List it here for free. Email me at editor@gawoodturner.org

I am going to sell my Powermatic 4224b.
It will come with all the original equipment and a
Powermatic outboard tool rest.

The price is $5,500.
My number is 770-527-1323.
Please send this out to the club.

Russell Eaton

I have CBN wheels, Lathe lights and a unique sanding system that I sell.
Radius Edge Wheels are $125 which are sold
elsewhere for $220 plus bushing
--

Ken Rizza

KJR Distributing LLC
Woodturnerswonders.com
678.442.9454

Elisabeth Ross will be at the November meeting with wood for sale.
Check the “What’s New?” tab on www.2treeboyz.com for current
woods, and contact Elisabeth with as much notice as possible if
you have a special request regarding the November visit.
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GAW Officers and Directors

Name, Position

Phone

Email address

Steve Pritchard, President

770-947-3457

pres@gawoodturner.com

Steve Mellott, Vice President

404-642-3222

vp@gawoodturner.org

Harvey Meyer, Treasurer

678-261-7722

treasurer@gawoodturner.org

Bob Black, Secretary

770-271-8871

secretary@gawoodturner.org

Mike Peace, Member at Large

770-362-4308

board1@gawoodturner.org

Kim Muthersbough, Member at Large

770-973-0539

board2@gawoodturner.org

Mark Sillay, Past President

404-556-1736

board3@gawoodturner.org

Steve Mellott, Symposium Chair

404-642-3222

symposium@gawoodturner.org

Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer, Program
Chairmen

770-253-0882 (Ron)
678-261-7722 (Harvey)

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman

404-352-2946

scholarships@gawoodturner.org

Frank Bowers, Librarian

404-292-1107

fcbowr@aol.com

Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor

404-377-3140

editor@gawoodturner.org

Nick Cook, Advisor

770-421-1212

advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster

770-947-3457

webmaster@gawoodturner.org

.

Editor’s Note

Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the Newsletter. Each month I look for
some little additional content for the newsletter I welcome your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites,
items for sale or exchange, etc. And if you see something humorous that has a woodturning or woodworking connection, pass it
along. You can reach me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140).
Thanks,
Bob Lough
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Woodturning Instruction
The following GAW club members give private
woodturning instruction in their own shops.
Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers

fcbowr@aol.com

404-292-1107

Phil Colson

woodturnerphil@gmail.com

404-518-4925

Nick Cook

nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com

770-421-1212

Michael Gibson

www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com

404-803-1438

Cynthia Gibson (Pyrography)
Authorized Razertip Dealer

www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com

404-803-1438

Wes Jones

wwjones@comcast.net

770-972-6803

Steve Pritchard

steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com

770-947-3457

Jack Morse

johnmorse@bellsouth.net

770-316-7941

Peggy Schmid

schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net

678-947-4562

Mark Sillay

marksillay@me.com

404-556-1736

Woodturning Schools
in the Southeast
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts.
Check out their websites to see the scheduled
course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School
The 2015 course catalogue is now available on-line
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts
Course descriptions for the 2015 classes are now
on-line

DVD andVideo Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has instructional VHS
and DVD videos available for rental
before each GAW meeting. A partial
listing of the videos is on the GAW website
here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs.
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are limited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00
per month will be assessed for each item not
returned on time. New titles are being added frequently so come early to the meeting and check
out a video.

Highland Woodworking
Appalachian Center for Craft
Woodcraft of Atlanta
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Woodturning Resources
American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Tools and
Supplies
Bear Tooth Woods
Specialty pen kits
Best Wood Tools
Specialized woodturning
tools
Craft Supply
Woodturning Supplies
Craft ID
Signature medallions

Highland Woodworking
Woodworking tools, supplies

Sanding Glove
Abrasives and sanding
equipment

Woodturning Videos
Excellent woodturning
videos

Hut Products
Woodturning tools, supplies

SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
Stainless steel bottle
stoppers

Mike Peace’s Woodturning
YouTube Channel

John Jordan Woodturning
Woodturning tools and more

Thompson Lathe Tools
High quality steel
woodturning tools

JT Turning Tools
Woodturning tools & accessories

Vinces WoodNWonders
Sanding products

Bell Forest
Figured and Exotic woods

Woodcraft of Atlanta
Woodworking and Hardware

Big Monk Lumber
Exotic woods

Woodturners Wonders
Lathe lamps & CBN wheels

Century Tree Turnings
Woodturning blanks

Woodturningz
Pen kits and woodturning
supplies

Got Wood?
Source of Wood turning
blanks from Piedmont area
of South Carolina

Hunter Tool Systems
Carbide woodturning tools

Lyle Jamieson Tools
Hollowing tools
OneWay Manufacturing
Lathes and accessories

Earth’s Watch
Wooden jewelry and watches

Packard
Woodturning Supplies

Franck Johannesen
Woodturning

Peachtree Woodworking
Supply
Turning and carving tools,
supplies

Geiger’s Solutions
Robust Lathes and accessories
Klingspor
Abrasives and woodturning
supplies
Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW
members

Hartville Tool
Discount Program
The Hartville Tool discount
program offers GAW club
members a 15% discount on
thousands of woodworking
items (some restrictions
apply). You may sign up by
sending your name, address
and email to gawoodturners@
gawoodturner.org and state
that you wish to be added
to the Hartville list.
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Magazines

Wood Sources
AustralianBurls
Burls from Australia

More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine

Hardwoods Incorporated
Specialty Hardwoods

Penn State
Woodturning tools, supplies

Woodturning
The British woodturning
magazine

North Woods
Figured Wood from Northwest Oregon

Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware

Wood magazine Forum
www.woodmagazine.com
Q & A on Woodturning

Two Tree Boyz Wood
Selling locally harvested
green wood
Contact Elizabeth Ross at
twotreeboyz@yahoo.com

Ron Brown’s Best
Woodturning tools and
videos

Websites

GAW Club members
can get 15% discount on
website wood purchases
from North Woods.
Use coupon code
“WOODTURNERS” at
checkout.

Closing
The opinions expressed in this monthly newsletter of the Georgia Association of Woodturners, do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW. Woodturning
Schools and Instructors listed in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the
GAW, but are made available to the GAW members and others as a convenience only.
Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any
officer through the contact information in this newsletter, on our website’s contact webpage.
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