
President's Message

The first signs of Spring are in the air!  
Something is chirping non-stop in the woods. 
I looked out and noticed that the maple in my 
yard has the red buds on the ends, this told me 
two things, I was going to have to start cutting 
grass before long and I was too late to cut any 
turning wood since the sap was getting up 
already.  Always a day late, as they say.

So here are some 
of the highlights 
of what is going 
on.  Of course 
we all know 
that everyone 
is working hard 
to get things in 
order for the 
Symposium here 
in June.  

Steve Pritchard is 
getting the raffle 

lathe together, which is really only a small part 
of the job duties he has taken on, but when you 
see the Atlanta Lathe, I think you will be very 
happy with the final design.  

Steve Mellott is working on the Symposium 
tool room and getting the things we will need 
and about a million other details.  Jim Hardy 
and Harvey Meyer are visiting other clubs 
and working on getting everyone signed up to 
volunteer.  Frankly there are just too many jobs 
out there to list them all.  Suffice it to say, that 
many of us are really working on doing our 
best to make the symposium go as smoothly as 
possible. If you haven't yet volunteered, please 
consider doing so. Click here to volunteer. 

Steve Pritchard 
also organized our 
club's participation 
in the American 
Craft Council 
Show.  Thank you 
to Steve Pritchard, 
Harvey Meyer, 
Jack Morse, John Stewart, Frank Bowers, and 
David Laney, each of whom demonstrated at 
the show. I also demonstrated and can attest 
to the fact that this is an excellent opportunity 

to mix with the public and to share our love of 
woodturning. I hope you took the opportunity 
to attend, even if you were not a demonstrator. 
There was a wide variety of excellent of arts 
and crafts on display with something for 
everyone.

Charlie Levan is getting the final arrangements 
for the Atlanta 
Woodworking 
Show with pen 
kits and blanks 
to be processed 
for the pen 
turning.  We 
have done 
this event in 
conjunction with the South Metro club for 
several years and it is always a fun time for 
both the club and the participants.  Please 
help Charlie and volunteer for a few hours. 
The sign-up sheet will be passed around at the 
meeting.  Let’s do our best to fill the pages so 
that we can continue this important event.  If 
you can’t volunteer for a shift or two, grab a few 
pen kits and process the blanks.  When you see 
the smile on someone’s face as they finish their 
first pen, it will be more than worth the effort.  

We still need two people to step up and learn 
the job of scheduling the demonstrators each 
month.  We have the schedule set for the rest of 
the year but it will require some training from 
our experts Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer.  
Please help us bring in the best demonstrators 
by volunteering for this valued position at 
GAW.

It is a beautiful day and I am going back to 
turning!  I hope you are all enjoying this 
wonderful sunshine and making shaving to 
fill those flower beds full before things start 
popping up out of the ground!

We review our financials each year to insure we 
are keeping them in proper order.  This is not 
a complicated task but a necessary one.  Two 
people are needed to review these records who 
are not board members.  Please help us get this 
done. 

Happy turning!
Peg
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The Georgia Association of Woodturners 
(GAW) is a chapter of the American 
Association of Woodturners (AAW), 
dedicated to providing education, 
information and organization to those 
interested in woodturning. GAW serves 
those in the metro-Atlanta area. Click here 
to follow us on Facebook. 

Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of each 
month at 6:30 pm at the Ga Tech Digital 
Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta Street  
Atlanta, GA 30318 near I-75 and North 
Ave. Click here for a map and directions. 
Parking is at the Lab, and across the street 
from Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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Tool Bank: Bring unwanted tools (new and lightly 
used) to the annual symposium for donation to 
help AAW's Turners Without Borders program 
continue to implement global initiatives, as well as 
support turners in need. Currently, bowl, spindle, 
and roughing gouges are most needed, but all other 
tools are welcome. Donations will be accepted at the 
symposium registration desk. Learn more. 

Empty Bowls: Turn, bring along, and donate a 
bowl of any size (or other turned item) to the AAW's 
Empty Bowls initiative, to benefit children with 
disabilities through Variety, the Children's Charity of 
Georgia.

Beads of Courage: Make, bring along, and donate 

a handmade lidded box (guidelines) to hold the beads 
of a child coping with serious illness through Beads 
of Courage. For more information see page 8

Instant Gallery: Make, bring along, and display 
up to three pieces of turned work in the Instant 
Gallery which will feature more than 1,000 works 
in wood by woodturners of all skill levels who are 
attending the symposium. 

Silent Auction: Create, bring along, and donate 
a turned work to be sold in AAW's silent benefit 
auction. Funds raised will be used by the AAW 
to continue to develop and deliver woodturning 
education and service programs for our member 
community.   

Get ready for the 
AAW Atlanta Symposium!

Atlanta is home to one of the most notable woodturning 
families in the world. 
The Moulthrop name has 
been synonymous with 
woodturning for more than 
50 years. The family has 
made significant contri-
butions to the field of 
woodturning and shares a 
consistency of both vision 
and process. Their work 
is included in the public 
collections of the Smithso-
nian Institution, Renwick 

Gallery of the National Museum of American Art; The 
White House Collection of American Crafts, Carnegie 
Museum of Art; and many others.

Ed Moulthrop, who passed away in 2003, turned wood 
most of his life. Self-taught, he bought his first lathe when 
he was only 15. He was both an innovator and pioneer, and 
is often referred to as the "father of modern woodturning." 
Ed's son, Philip graduated from law school, worked as 
an attorney while turning part-time in his father's shop, 
and started turning professionally in 1977. And, Philip's 
son, Matt, spent his entire life surrounded by wood and 
followed in the footsteps of his father and grandfather, 
turning his first bowl at the age of 7. 

On Thursday, June 9, at 7:00 p.m., Philip and Matt 
Moulthrop will present a special lecture open to registered 
AAW symposium attendees entitled, "Material Selection 
and Creation of Turned Objects Using Personalized Tools 
and Methods." Join us to learn about their specialized 
turning techniques, turning tools, and how they select 
wood for projects.
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Here are a few examples of the multi-axis work of Barbara Dill, our demonstrator for March.

The AAW presents a special lecture
by Philip and Matt Moulthrop 

in Atlanta on Thursday, June 9th!
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On March 17, 2016, our demonstrator will be Barbara Dill. 

Barbara retired in 1989 from a 21 year career in nursing. During her nursing 
career she worked in Europe and east Africa in the early 70's and later special-
ized in Psychiatric Nursing. 

Barbara's first experience with carving wood was in 1988 at a carving class 
in Richmond, VA. She first studied woodturning in 1990 at Arrowmont with 
Michael Hosaluk; then in '91 with Ray Key; then in '92 with David Ellsworth. 
She has attended symposiums, workshops and demos through the years. In 
1998 she started teaching beginning woodturning at the Hand Workshop in 
Richmond (now the Visual Arts Center).

In 2006, Barbara's focus turned 
to multi-axis turning. Tired of 
running into dead ends with her 
candle holders, she decided to see 
if there was a way to sort out the 

confusion of this aspect of turning. If an obsession is to wake up with a 
new "what if " most mornings, then she was obsessed.

Barbara enjoys teaching and sharing her knowledge. She has made an 
instructional DVD, has recently compiled a book loaded with drawings, 
photos, and information and has published articles in the American 
Woodturner (Fall and Winter of 2007 and December of 2011). She was an 
Emerging Artist at the 2011 National Symposium and will demonstrate at 
SWAT in Texas, at the Appalachian Center for Craft and at Arrowmont, as 
well as turning clubs in many states.

Barbara states that her "interest is to experiment with the many forms that 
can be turned on a lathe between centers." At the Thursday meeting she 
will demonstrate multi-axis spindle turning.

Monthly Meeting Events and Demonstrations

Upcoming and Recent Events

GAW is hosting two upcoming Hands-On Workshops. On Wednesday, March 16, Barbara Dill will teach a Hands-On 
Workshop focused on multi-axis spindle turning. Then in June Michael Hosaluk will do a Hands-On Workshop. The 
time, place and other details for the June workshop will be announced by email. 

Hands-On Workshops are one of the terrific benefits of GAW membership. Each year GAW sponsors 
a number of Hands-On Workshops. The workshops are a terrific way to gain new skills or to sharpen your technique. As 
a rule, the opportunity to sign up for a workshop is offered to GAW members first and the price for GAW members 
is almost always discounted. Keep your eye on your email for announcements of Hands-On Workshops and remember 
to sign up early. The limited number of spaces often go quickly. 

GAW Hands-On Workshops

On April 21, 2016 our demonstrator will be Frank Penta.

A complete list of upcoming demonstrations is on the calendar of events.

http://www.barbaradill.com/index.html
http://www.woodspriteturnings.com/sites/penta/


GAW demonstrated at the American Craft Council show again this year. The demonstra-
tors were Steve Pritchard, Harvey Meyer, Jack Morse, John Stewart, Frank Bowers, David 
Laney, and Peggy Schmid. The American Craft Council show is always a great opportunity to 
interact with people who are really interested in seeing what we do as turners. Our demo area 
was set up in an attractive little fabricated space with other craft people demonstrating various 
arts. We had a isle right in front of us so people passing could see what we were doing. Lots of 
people stopped, watched and asked questions. They were fascinated to see the shavings fly. 

Each year the AAC show is three days of festivities celebrating all things handmade. It's much, 
much more than just woodworking or woodturning. This year 225 top artists and craftsmen 

from across the country participated representing the whole range of crafts from wood art to contemporary jewelry, clothing, 
furniture, and home décor artists. Unlike other crafts and artist markets, this show is indoors under one roof, so whatever the 
weather it is a great opportunity to touch, feel, and explore high-quality American craft and meet the makers behind the fabulous 
work. This is the largest juried, indoor craft show in the southeast. If you missed it this year be sure to keep it in mind for next 
year. 

AMERICAN CRAFT COUNCIL SHOW 

John Stewart, Harvey Meyer and Frank Bowers each demonstrated at the American Craft Council Show 
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GAW Membership 
Joining is simple and inexpensive ($25 individual 
membership or $30 for family membership). You 
can join or renew your membership on-line here, 
pay our treasurer, Harvey Meyer, by cash, check or  
credit card at the next meeting. Or you can use the 
form at this location and mail your check to: 

Dan Douthart
1274 Elk Ter.

Lilburn, GA 30047

While you are at it, join or renew your member-
ship in AAW. Membership includes the award 
winning publication, American Woodturner. 
And, the on-line publication FUNdamentals alone 
is worth the price of membership. As you are 
joining or renewing, consider volunteering for one 
of the many volunteer tasks to help make the 2016 
Atlanta Symposium the best ever. 

Congratulations Tania!

Tania Radda, our demonstrator last November, won a Niche 
Award for her teapot, entitled "Tropical Tea." Click here for 
more information about the Niche Awards and to see other 

award winners.  

https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?llr=9atcwcjab&oeidk=a07ea058a3i8ef9bdf4
http://gawoodturner.org/membershipapplication.php
mailto:http://www.nicheawards.com?subject=


In less than a month GAW  and South Metro clubs will be presenting a "Turn a Pen" event at the "Woodworking Show" the 
weekend of April 1, 2 and 3 at the North Atlanta Trade Center, 1700 Jeurgens Court, Norcross. Thank you to everyone who 
has already volunteered to help with this event. 

Charlie Levan will be at the meeting this 
month with sign-up sheets so we can complete 
the schedules as well as make sure we have 
equipment and tools lined up. Please keep 
these dates in mind:

Set up:  Thursday   March 31 1:00 to 3:00 PM
April 1  12:00 to 6:00 PM
April 2 and 3   10:00AM  to 6:00 PM

If you can't make the meeting, if you have 
any questions or you would like to volunteer, 
contact Charlie at: charlie.levan@gmail.com.
 

All volunteers will get FREE admission to the Woodworking show. 

In addition, we will be able to sell tickets for the AAW symposium lathe raffle. We need people to help the kids select the 
wood, turn the pens and then assemble the pens.  This takes about 6 people per shift.  We also need help with set up and take 
down.  

Click here for more information about the woodworking show. 

Atlanta Woodworking Show
Opening April 1

No Fooling
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Collectors of Wood Art Weekend in Charleston
The Mary Martin Gallery in Charleston is staging an exhibition of wood art by 13 of the best known 
woodturners. In conjunction with the exhibition, the Collectors of Wood Art are planning a two-day 
schedule of activities on April 29 - 30 for CWA members and any others interested in participating. 
Here's the list of woodturners who will be participating:

 Andy DiPietro  Ashley Harwood  Christian Burchard
 Cindy Drozda  Cynthia Gibson  David Ellsworth
 Derek Weidman  Dixie Biggs  John Beaver
 Keith Holt  Marilyn Campbell Michael Kehs
 Stephen Hatcher  Warren Carpenter 

In addition to a representative selection of their newest work, there will be one piece in the exhibit by 
each artist that responds to and interprets the tragic event at the Mother Emanuel AME Church, and the 
response of the city and state to the deaths of nine pastors and parishioners at the hands of a racially-in-
spired gunman. 

Click here for more information and to register for the weekend activities The Exhibition opens to the 
public on April 30 and continues until May 18.

mailto:https://www.google.com/maps/place/The%2BNorth%2BAtlanta%2BTrade%2BCenter/%4033.9229041%2C-84.1824114%2C15z/data%3D%214m2%213m1%211s0x0:0x6fdefac544f94ae9?subject=
mailto:charlie.levan%40gmail.com?subject=
http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/webapp-shows/Atlanta
http://collectorsofwoodart.org/events/detail/904
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2 Tree Boyz Wood and Elisabeth Ross are 
sponsors of the WIT Hands-On Room 
at the Atlanta Symposium. They will be 
providing green wood to turn in the WIT 
Hands-On Room. 

BTW - Elisabeth needs help in getting 
blanks ready for the Symposium - check out 
her generous offer - Give her a little help - 
Get free wood - on page 17

WIT Woodturning Demonstrations
As a part of the AAW Women in Turning initiative three woodturning demonstrations 
have been scheduled before the Atlanta Symposium in June. The schedule of these 
demonstrations is as follows:

Rockler Woodworking on April 30 at 10 am;

Peachtree Woodworking on May 14  at 12 noon; and

Woodcraft of Atlanta on May 15 at 1 pm. 

Each demo will last about an hour and a half and we have a bit of extra time to get to know each other afterwards.

These demonstrations are designed to gather women together who have an interest in woodturning and  to illustrate that 
a woman can indeed use a lathe to make beautiful things.

It will be a meet and greet type of atmosphere where the participants get to share their stories with each other and their 
interests.   WIT is donating  a "very special" prize to one guest at each of the three demos.  We are keeping it a secret but 
I can assure you that some lucky person will be very happy!

Please invite all of your women friends with an interest in working with their hands to attend.  Ask them them to email 
me to let me know which demonstration they can attend so that we can have plenty of space for everyone.

Please RSVP to:  Peg Schmid   schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net

During the Atlanta Symposium, Women 
in Turning is also organizing a WIT 
Hands-On Room. WIT’s Hands-On 
Room will offer lively and entertaining 
rotations for both beginners and more 
advanced turners designed to teach 
safe and appropriate techniques and 
methods of woodturning. Topics 
will range from tool sharpening to 
embellishing. There will also be discus-
sion panels on marketing, design,and 
strategies to increase the visibility and 
participation of women in the field of 
woodturning. 

http://www.2treeboyz.com
mailto:schmidgodfrey%40bellsouth.net?subject=
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Join
Click here if you have not already joined the AAW and need a little encouragement or just some better idea of 
what AAW membership will do for you.  

Register
Registration for the AAW Symposium in Atlanta is now open. There's a discount for early registration and for 
AAW members. Click here if you need a reason or two why you should come to the Symposium. You'll get ten 
reasons.

Volunteer
By now all GAW members should have received an email requesting local volunteers for the AAW Atlanta 
Symposium in June. Jim Hardy is coordinating volunteer activities locally for the symposium. These are tasks 
that must be performed by those of us who are located in Georgia. Becoming a Local Volunteer will also 
generate money for GAW!  Proceeds from raffle sales for the symposium Powermatic 3520B and Jet 1221VS 
will be divided among Georgia clubs based on the total number of their members that volunteer. Please 
volunteer to help make the symposium as good as it can be. Here's a link to the Volunteer Sign-up Form.

American Association of Woodturners

http://www.gawoodturner.org/Files/misc/AAWPubServ2pages.pdf
https://aaw.site-ym.com/?page=2016Atlanta
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?oeidk=a07ec4cvdj44b604251&oseq=&c=&ch=
http://www.gawoodturner.org/Files/misc/AAWPubServ2pages.pdf
https://aaw.site-ym.com/?page=2016Atlanta
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Beads of Courage Challenge
For the AAW Atlanta Symposium

The Beads of Courage challenge is well underway. The goal is ambitiously set at 750 BOC boxes for the 
Atlanta Symposium in June. Obviously that's a lofty goal, but it can be achieved by one turner at a 
time making one bowl at a time. If each of us take the time to make one box for one child who 
is dealing with the effects of serious illness our efforts collectively will be multiplied. It's a small 
thing that we can each do individually - and collectively it's a very big thing that we can do to 
bring a little bit of hope, joy and COURAGE to these children.

Here are the guidelines for making a BOC box: 
 

• Beads of Courage members may receive thousands 
of beads.  It is desirable for your boxes to hold all of them.  
As a result, turned or rectangular boxes need to be large.  Large is better!  
Recommended interior dimensions for turned boxes are 6” diameter (5” 
minimum), 5” height (4” minimum).  Recommended interior dimensions for 
flatwork boxes are 4” x 6” x 4.”

• Box bases should be wide enough so the box is stable and does not tip over 
easily.  Lids should be easy for small or ill children 
to remove or lift.  Any finials should be easy for a 
small child to grasp and not too elaborate so they 
don’t break.  Avoid excessively elaborate designs 
that may easily break or be damaged.

• Finishing of boxes is extremely important!   Beads of Courage members who 
receive these boxes are susceptible to germs/infections/molds.  Bowls that have not been 
properly sealed can harbor mold.  Please take the time to ensure you are using a safe 
finishing process that does not contain toxic materials.  Also, do not use finishes like 
linseed oil that take a long time to off gas.

• All kinds of wood are beautiful!  Please refrain from 
painting Beads of Courage boxes.  Instead, highlight the beauty 
of the wood with clear varnish or stain, and/or burning.

• Embed the Beads of Courage logo bead in the design 
of the box.  If this is not possible, burn or letter Beads of 
Courage onto the lid or side of the box.  Complete a Beads of 
Courage artist card and place it in the completed box.

• It is nice if you can personalize your donation.  Marking your name or initials, 
type(s) of wood, and date on the box bottom is one way.  It is also nice to enclose a personal 
note of encouragement, business, card, etc. inside the box. 

And once again, thanks for your support.

--- Steve Mellott

Here are just a few of the many Beads of Courages Boxes that GAW members made last year. 

Steve Mellott is 
coordinating the Beads of 

Courage Challenge



Jack Morse has been selected to be on a panel 
discussion "Turners with Disabilities" at the AAW 
symposium. 

He submitted the following biography to the AAW regarding his 
own background and physical challenges:

I grew up in my father’s wood shop and have had a love of wood 
my entire life.  Having a background in residential construction, 
antique furniture repair, and refinishing has helped me develop 
many valuable skills.
  
A serious back injury while in the USAF and then whiplash from 
being rear ended in a car accident in August 1966 has all taken 
a toll, resulting in 19 orthopedic operations, and an end to a 
working career. Sitting in a chair in self-pity is non-productive 
and so much not me! 

I had to find something productive to do.  I started spending time painting along with photography.   My first 
juried ribbon was for a photograph of a tree with a face on it.  I would not have seen the face except for almost 
smashing into it with a rental car in Festus, MO. 

 From painting I transitioned into sculpture, with my first effort winning First Place. The next year I received 
Judges Choice award for a life size self-sculpture. I was 95% finished with my third sculpture when my sweet 
wife, Doris, asked me to make a dozen candleholders for Thanksgiving.

Using wood from the firewood pile I discovered the 
beauty of spalted maple. After making the candleholders 
for my wife, all the ladies wanted some.  Sixteen years 
later, the sculpture is still unfinished and I’m still turning 
and teaching woodturning to anyone interested.

I have discovered that when I am turning the pain is 
more manageable, the time flies by, and I have a creation 
that gives me a keepsake of my time spent.  

I have chairs all over my shop where I can rest my back 
while still being productive with sanding or developing 
an idea for the next project.  With six joints in my neck 
fused along with 2/3 of my back, I have limited motion 
and slow nerve response from all the damage to my 
spinal cord.  Although I work slower and take a lot of 
pauses from the lathe, “I can’t” is not in my vocabulary 
for it is a self-fulfilling prophecy that stifles the possibil-
ities!
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The March issue of Woodturning FUNdamentals is now available 
for download for AAW members. This month's issue features 
articles by Mike Peace on "Turning an Awl" and Jack Morse on 
"Spray Can Fundamentals.

Click here to order your 
Atlanta Logo Smock. .

https://aaw.site-ym.com/store/ViewProduct.aspx?id=5533929


WIN A POWERMATIC 
3520B !!!

PROCEEDS GO TO GEORGIA 
WOODTURNING CLUBS

Tickets $5.00 each
No limit

Cash or Check

Where??  AAW’s 30th Annual International 
Symposium

 Atlanta Convention Center at AmericasMart
Awards Ceremony

June 11, 2016 

You DO NOT have to be present to win.

First Prize
Custom Painted Powermatic 

3520b
Second Prize

Jet Mini Lathe with stand

Raffle tickets to win this commemorative 
lathe will be for sale at the GAW meeting 
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In recent months, most of our time and attention have 
been focused on the international AAW symposium which will be held in Atlanta.  This is a good thing, since it requires a lot of 
resources and starts in only 3 months.

But, please don’t forget we also have a regional symposium that also requires a lot of resources.  We won’t have one this year, but I 
can use your assistance starting now.  Many of you attend other regional symposiums (e.g. SWAT, Utah, Tennessee, Florida, North 
Carolina, etc.).

As you attend these symposiums, please contact me to share the following information:
• Did you see any demonstrators you think we should consider for our symposium?  
•  Conversely, did you see any we should definitely avoid?)
• Did you see any vendors you think we should invite to our symposium?
• Did you see any good ideas you think we should build into our symposium?
• Any other thoughts?

We think we do a lot of good things with the Turning Southern Style symposium, but we also recognize we can learn from others.  I 
can’t possibly attend each of the other symposiums, but you can help me by sharing your experiences and thoughts.  Thank you very 
much.

Thanks again.

Steve Mellott
srmellott@hotmail.com 

*And, yes, I know the plural of symposium is symposia, but I just don’t like that word. (I have the same problem 
with data v datum.)

April 02, 2016 to April 03, 2016
Totally Turning 2016
Saratoga Springs, NY
Website: http://www.totallyturning.com

May 12, 2016 to May 14, 2016
Utah Woodturning Symposium
Orem, Utah
Website: http://utahwoodturning.com

May 29, 2016 to June 06, 2016
9-Day Woodturning Cruise: Norway
Departs from Southampton, England
While onboard, there will be demonstrators and 
dedicated instructors, as well as opportunities to use 
lathes and get advice from top woodturners.
Website: http://craftours.com

July 22, 2016 to July 24, 2016
Turn-On! Chicago 2016
Mundelein, Illinois
Website: http://www.turnonchicago.com

July 22, 2016 to July 24, 2016
Saskatchewan Woodturning Symposium 2016
Regina, Saskatchewan, Canada
Website: http://www.southsaskwoodturners.ca

August 26, 2016 to August 28, 2016
SouthWest Association of Turners Symposium
Waco, TX
The SouthWest Association of Turners (SWAT) 
symposium is one of the largest woodturning 
symposiums in the world.
Website: http://swaturners.org

September 16, 2016 to September 18, 2016
17th Annual Rocky Mountain Woodturning 
Symposium
Loveland, CO
Website: http://rmwoodturningsymposium.com

September 24, 2016 to September 25, 2016
Mid Atlantic Woodturning Symposium
Lancaster, PA
Website: http://www.mawts.com

October 27, 2016 to October 30, 2016
5th Segmented Symposium
Quincy, MA
Website: http://segmentedwoodturners.org

November 05, 2016 to November 06, 2016
VA Woodturners Symposium 2016
Fishersville, VA
Website: http:/virginiawoodturners.com

Here's a list of upcoming Symposiums 

Turning Southern Style 2017 Symposium
We Need Your Input Regarding

Regional Symposiums* 
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January Instant Gallery

Steve Mellott

Wes Jones

Beads of Courage Boxes 

Eight sided Box; Ambrosia Maple; Wipe on 
Polyurethane finish

Ash with Krylon finish

Wes Jones

Big Leaf Maple Burl; Hollowform dyed with black and red; 
Lacquer finish

Cherry and Maple
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Jack Morse

Curly Maple; Krylon finish; Platter, bowl and saucer from one 
bowl blank

Jack Morse



George Daughtry

"Alien Mice Warriors"; 
Dogwood with lacquer finish; 

"Where's the cat?"

Segmented vessel made from 
Bloodwood, Yellow Heart, Padauk, 

Cherry, Mahogany, Walnut and a small 
piece of Oak

Tom Essex

Maple Platter

Dan Douthart

Two small oak hollow forms; The one on the left is 
unfinished and the one on the right is finished with 

Minwax Antique Oil

Australian Brown Mallee; Wipe on Polyurethane

Steve 
Mellott
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Editor's Note
Thanks in advance to Jack Morse who has volunteered to take pictures for me at the March meeting. Thanks also to George 
Daughtry, Raul Jimenez and Steve Mellott who each took pictures for me at previous meetings. It's literally true that I 
couldn't have put together the newsletter without their help on occasions that I could not attend the monthly meeting. 

Harvey Meyer

Bradford Pear; Basket Illusion



A few interesting tree facts

How many trees are there in the world? 

Last year a group of scientists conducted the most accurate 
estimate that had ever been performed. Their conclusion? There 
are approximately three trillion trees in the world. That's 
nearly eight times more than a previous estimate. That's roughly 
400 trees for every person on earth. 

That sounds like a lot. However, we are currently using approx-
imately ten million trees per year. Or stated another way, the 
number of trees is decreasing by 1.4 trees per person each year. 
For more information click here. 

Atlanta is sometimes called "The city in the forest" for good 
reason. 

Researchers from Georgia Tech measured the existing Urban 
Tree Canopy in the City. Urban Tree Canopy (UTC) is defined 
as the layer of leaves, branches and stems of trees that cover the 
ground when viewed from above. According to TreesAtlanta, 
Atlanta has the highest percentage of overall urban tree canopy 
(47.9 %) in the nation when compared to other cities that have 
conducted UTC Assessments. While many variables affect the 
presence of tree canopy – ranging from geography and climate 
to development patterns, tree protection and planting policies 
– at the turn of the 21st century, Atlanta remains a “City in the 
Forest.” Unfortunately, Atlanta has lost approximately 60% of 
it's tree canopy since the 1970s. 

Atlanta has seven Neighborhood Arboreta!
We generally expect to find an arboretum in a botanical 
garden or nature preserve. However, in Atlanta there are 
seven neighborhood arboreta. These neighborhoods have a 
diverse planting of trees with granite markers identifying each 
specimen. You can download a map of these Neighborhood 
Arborets and take a stroll to test your ability to identify different 
trees. For example, the Oakhurst Neighborhood Arboretum 
appropriately features 22 different species of Oak among 90 
different species of trees. The Virginia-Highland Arboretum 
includes four separate loops and a total of 90 different tree 
species. One loop - "The Learning Loop" - runs past Highland 
Woodworking and showcases 20 of Atlanta's most common 
trees.  Click here for maps and more information about the 
Neighborhood Arboreta. Additionally, TreesAtlanta is currently 
developing an arboretum along the length of the Beltline, 
which when complete will create a 22 mile circle around central 
Atlanta. 

How can I identify trees by their bark?
Fortunately, the leaves will soon be returning to deciduous 
and that will make it easier to identify the different trees. But, 
if you are ambitious and want to take a stab at identification 
without reference to the leaves check out this website. It's filled 
with useful information about a number of common southern 
hardwoods. 
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1. Acacia
2. African Blackwood
3. Albizia Lebbeck
4. Apple
5. Ash
6. Ash, White
7. Australian Brown Mallee
8. Australian Pine
9. Australian Red Morrell
10. Australian Yellow Box
11. Australian White Top 

Burl
12. Beech
13. Birch, Masur
14. Birch, River
15. Birch, Sweet
16. Blackwood
17. Blackwood, African
18. Bloodwood
19. Box Elder
20. Buckeye
21. Bulbinga
22. Camphor
23. Canarywood
24. Cape Beech
25. Cedar
26. Chakte Viga
27. Cherry
28. Cherry, Yashino
29. Chinese Chestnut
30. Chinese Privet
31. Cedar, Spanish
32. Cocobolo
33. Costello
34. Dogwood
35. Ebony
36. Elm
37. Eucalyptus
38. Hickory
39. Holly
40. Hop-hornbeam
41. Ironwood
42. Ironwood, Southern
43. Katalox
44. Kingwood
45. Koa
46. Lignum Vitae
47. Locust
48. Madrone
49. Magnolia
50. Mahogany
51. Mahogany, Cuban

52. Makore
53. Maple, (Ambrosia)
54. Maple, (Birdseye)
55. Maple, Big Leaf
56. Maple, Red
57. Maple, Hard
58. Maple, Soft
59. Mesquite
60. Mimosa
61. Monkeypod
62. Mulberry
63. Nara
64. Oak
65. Oak, Live
66. Oak, Post
67. Oak, Red
68. Oak, Water
69. Oak, White
70. Orange Agate
71. Osage Orange
72. Paduak
73. Paulownia
74. Pear
75. Pear, Bradford
76. Pear, Bartlett
77. Pecan
78. Pine
79. Pine, Norfolk Island
80. Poplar
81. Purpleheart
82. Redbud
83. Rosewood
84. Rosewood, Yucatan
85. Sapele
86. Satinwood, Nigerian
87. Sourwood
88. Sweet Gum
89. Sycamore
90. Sycamore, English
91. Tagua Nut
92. Tasmanian Rose Myrtle
93. Teak
94. Tulip Poplar
95. Tulipwood
96. Walnut
97. Walnut, Brazilian
98. Walnut, Claro
99. Wenge
100. Yellowheart

Not counting “Unknown 
Wood” and “Unknown Burl”

Instant Gallery Woods

100 different woods have been used in instant gallery 
items, going back to January 2014. There were no new or 
different woods brought to the instant gallery last month. 

http://www.nature.com/news/global-count-reaches-3-trillion-trees-1.18287
https://treesatlanta.org/resources/urban-tree-canopy-study/
https://treesatlanta.org/our-programs/neighborhood-arboreta/
http://treebarkid.com/index.php/general-bark-id-key


Step by Step
Turning small hollow-forms

1. Begin with a blank 3" x 3" or 4" x 4" and approximately 5" long
2. Secure the blank between centers or chuck and a live center
3. Rough blank to round, add tenon to one end
4. Drill opening hole with forstner bit - 3/4" or 1"; 2" - 3" deep
5. Bring tailstock back up while turning the outside shape - leave 

extra wood for support on the bottom
6. Remove the tailstock to start hollowing with straight hollowing 

tool. Go about 1/3 of the way down and remove wood from the 
center to provide room for chips and tools

7. Define the thickness on the top edge, cutting in on the shoulder - 
use a homemade gauge or caliper to check thickness from here on.

8. Use the 45 degree tool to remove wood in the top 1/3; only use the 
90 degree tool if necessary to reach the corner of the shoulder

9. Remove more wood in the center middle 1/3, working toward the 
outside

10. Remove wood from the bottom 1/3 working from the edge of the 
hole created by the forstner bit

11. Smooth the inside if desired
12. Remove from chuck, and secure between a jam chuck and live 

center to finish the bottom
13. Finish cutting outside shape, sand, and finish the bottom

Walt also demonstrated his shop-built laser guide for hand-held 
hollowing. Instructions to make your own are published in the 
American Woodturner, 27.5:16-17.

Here are a few of the miniature hollow forms that Walt brought to the meeting and some of the small hollowing tools that he uses.

Walt finds design inspiration for his small hollow 
forms from western Native American art.
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Walt Wager Demonstration



Calendar of Events
Date Name Event Location
Upcoming Events
2016
February 19, 2016 Walt Wager GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
March 11 - 13, 2016 American Craft Council Show Cobb Galleria Centre
March 16, 2016 Barbara Dill Hands-on Workshop Woodcraft of Atlanta
March 17, 2016 Barbara Dill GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
April 1 - 3, 2016 Atlanta Woodworking Show North Atlanta Trade Center
April 21, 2016 Frank Penta GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

April 29 - 30, 2016 Collectors of Wood Art - Weekend in Charlotte Mary Martin Gallery
Charleston, South Carolina

April 30, 2016 Collectors of Wood Art - Public Exhibition Mary Martin Gallery
Charleston, South Carolina

April 30, 2016
10 am - Noon

Women in Turning Demonstration
Peggy Schmid Rockler Woodworking

May 14, 2016;
12 noon Women in Turning Demonstration Peachtree Woodworking

May 15, 2016; 
1 pm Women in Turning Demonstration Woodcraft of Atlanta

May 19, 2016 Michael Gibson GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
June 9 - 12, 2016  Atlanta Convention Center at 

AmericasMart

June 16, 2016 Michael Hosaluk GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
July 21, 2016 Dennis Paullus GAW Monthly Meeting Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab
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http://www.waltwager.com
http://shows.craftcouncil.org/atlanta
http://www.barbaradill.com/index.html
http://www.barbaradill.com/index.html
http://www.thewoodworkingshows.com/webapp-shows/Atlanta
https://www.google.com/maps/place/1700+Jeurgens+Ct,+Norcross,+GA+30093/@33.9229259,-84.1845828,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88f5a4014085e1c1:0xd570d6010dd19ae4
http://www.woodspriteturnings.com/sites/penta/
http://collectorsofwoodart.org/events/detail/904
http://www.marymartinart.com/charlestonartgallery.html
http://collectorsofwoodart.org/events/detail/904
http://www.marymartinart.com/charlestonartgallery.html
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Rockler+Woodworking+and+Hardware+-+Sandy+Springs/@33.938204,-84.38037,14z/data=!4m2!3m1!1s0x0:0xbddd7fe34082fcfd?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Peachtree+Woodworking+Supply+Inc.+-+Norcross+GA/@33.9357937,-84.2370055,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88f5a0d168bc2b2f:0xeb01fc75a4fbed4b?hl=en-US
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Woodcraft+of+Atlanta/@33.9869503,-84.2757825,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m2!3m1!1s0x88f50a9ccc88f28f:0x22a57ceb7d95c714?hl=en-US
http://www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com
http://www.michaelhosaluk.com
https://sites.google.com/site/dennispaulluswoodturner/home


For Sale
Got some woodturning or woodworking item to sell? Or looking to swap some 
tools? List it here for free. Email me at editor@gawoodturner.org 

I have CBN wheels, Lathe lights and a unique sanding system that I sell.  

Radius Edge Wheels are $125 which are sold 
elsewhere for $220 plus bushing

-- 

Ken Rizza
KJR Distributing LLC
Woodturnerswonders.com
678.442.9454

Elisabeth will be at the March meeting
with wood to sell. 

This will be Elisabeth’s only visit to a GAW meeting before the AAW symposium in 
June. Please let Elisabeth know if you are looking for anything specific. Check the 
“What’s New?” tab on their web page for current woods that are available. Or check 
their Facebook page for new woods that they have in stock. 

Tree Boyz Wood keeps a lot of log stock up in Buford & welcomes visits by appoint-
ment for custom cutting and or scrap pickup. 

Give Elisabeth a hand
Get Free Wood

What a deal. Elisabeth needs some help bandsawing wood blanks to get ready for the 
symposium. So, in exchange for help in bandsawing she will provide premium wood 
blanks. If anyone is willing to help they should call (678-887-0896) or email Elisabeth 
(twotreeboyz@yahoo.com).

Elisabeth often ends up with lots of beautiful scraps that get turned into firewood 
because they don’t have time to process it all. Right now, Elisabeth has three very large 
piles of nice scrap wood and she would love for someone to come and take away for 
free. It is mainly Maple, Poplar, and River Birch. 

Elisabeth at the American Craft Council 
Show with Harvey Meyer and Mark 

Waninger. Harvey and Mark have each 
obtained wood from Elisabeth for some of 

their woodturnings.  
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mailto:editor@gawoodturner.org
Woodturnerswonders.com
http://www.2treeboyz.com
https://www.facebook.com/2treeboyz/
mailto:twotreeboyz%40yahoo.com?subject=
http://www.2treeboyz.com


GAW Officers and Directors
Name, Position Phone Email address

Peg Schmid, President 678-947-4562 pres@gawoodturner.com
Steve Mellott, Vice President 404-642-3222 vp@gawoodturner.org
Dan Douthart, Treasurer 770-985-2564 treasurer@gawoodturner.org
Kim Muthersbough, Secretary 770-271-8871 secretary@gawoodturner.org
Charlie Levan, Member at Large 770-974-0551 board1@gawoodturner.org
John Rudert, Member at Large 770-446-1428 board2@gawoodturner.org
Mark Sillay, Past President 404-556-1736 board3@gawoodturner.org
Steve Mellott, Symposium Chair 404-642-3222 symposium@gawoodturner.org
Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer, Program 
Chairmen

770-253-0882 (Ron)
678-261-7722  (Harvey)

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman 404-352-2946 scholarships@gawoodturner.org
Frank Bowers, Librarian 404-292-1107 fcbowr@aol.com
Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor 404-377-3140 editor@gawoodturner.org
Nick Cook, Advisor 770-421-1212 advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster 770-947-3457 webmaster@gawoodturner.org

Editor’s Note 

Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the Newsletter. Each month I look for 
some little additional content for the newsletter I welcome your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites, 
items for sale or exchange, etc. And if you see something humorous that has a woodturning or woodworking connection, pass it 
along. You can reach me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140). 

Thanks,
Bob Lough 
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mailto:pres@gawoodturner.com
mailto:vp@gawoodturner.org
mailto:treasurer@gawoodturner.org
mailto:secretary@gawoodturner.org
mailto:board1@gawoodturner.org
mailto:board2@gawoodturner.org
mailto:board2@gawoodturner.org
mailto:board2@gawoodturner.org
mailto:program_committee@gawoodturner.org
mailto:scholarships@gawoodturner.org
mailto:fcbowr@aol.com
mailto:editor@gawoodturner.org
mailto:advisor@gawoodturner.org
mailto:webmaster@gawoodturner.org
mailto:editor%40gawoodturner.org?subject=


The following GAW club members give private 
woodturning instruction in their own shops. 

Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers fcbowr@aol.com 404-292-1107
Phil Colson woodturnerphil@gmail.com 404-518-4925

Nick Cook nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com 770-421-1212

Michael Gibson www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com 404-803-1438
Wes Jones wwjones@comcast.net 770-972-6803
Steve Pritchard steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com 770-947-3457
Jack Morse johnmorse@bellsouth.net 770-316-7941
Peggy Schmid schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net 678-947-4562
Mark Sillay marksillay@me.com 404-556-1736

DVD andVideo Tape Library

The Georgia Association of Woodturn-
ers (GAW) has instructional VHS 
and DVD videos available for rental 

before each GAW meeting. A partial 
listing of the videos is on the GAW website 

here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs. 
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are lim-
ited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be 
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00 
per month will be assessed for each item not 
returned on time. New titles are being added fre-
quently so come early to the meeting and check 
out a video. 

Woodturning Instruction

Woodturning Schools
in the Southeast

The following schools in the Southeast offer class-
es in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts. 
Check out their websites to see the scheduled 
course offerings.

John C. Campbell Folk School 
The 2016 course catalogue is now available on-
line
 
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts 
Course descriptions for the 2016 classes are now 
on-line

Highland Woodworking 

Appalachian Center for Craft 

Woodcraft of Atlanta
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mailto:fcbowr@aol.com
mailto:woodturnerphil@gmail.com
mailto:nickcook@earthlink.net
http://www.nickcookwoodturner.com
http://www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com
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mailto:schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net
mailto:marksillay@me.com
https://www.folkschool.org
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https://www.tntech.edu/craftcenter/
http://www.woodcraft.com/stores/store.aspx?id=503
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American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Tools and 
Supplies
Bear Tooth Woods
Specialty pen kits

Best Wood Tools
Specialized woodturning tools

Craft Supply
Woodturning Supplies

Craft ID
Signature medallions

Earth’s Watch
Wooden jewelry and watches

Franck Johannesen 
Woodturning 

Geiger’s Solutions
Robust Lathes and accessories

Klingspor
Abrasives and woodturning 
supplies

Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW 
members

Highland Woodworking
Woodworking tools, supplies

Hunter Tool Systems
Carbide woodturning tools

Hut Products
Woodturning tools, supplies

John Jordan Woodturn-
ing
Woodturning tools and more

JT Turning Tools
Woodturning tools & accesso-
ries

Lyle Jamieson Tools
Hollowing tools

OneWay Manufacturing
Lathes and accessories

Packard
Woodturning Supplies

Peachtree Woodworking 
Supply
Turning and carving tools, 
supplies

Penn State
Woodturning tools, supplies
 
Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware

Ron Brown’s Best
Woodturning tools and videos

Sanding Glove
Abrasives and sanding 

equipment

SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
Stainless steel bottle stoppers

Thompson Lathe Tools
High quality steel woodturning 
tools

Vinces WoodNWonders
Sanding products

Woodcraft of Atlanta
Woodworking and Hardware

Woodturners Wonders
Lathe lamps & CBN wheels

Woodturningz
Pen kits and woodturning 
supplies

Magazines
More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine

Woodturning
The British woodturning 
magazine

Wood magazine Forum 
www.woodmagazine.com 
Q & A on Woodturning

Websites
AAW Video Library
AAW's growing collection of 
instructional videos

 
Woodturning Videos
Excellent woodturning videos

Mike Peace’s Woodturn-
ing YouTube Channel
Mike adds new woodturning 
videos each week

Wood Sources
AustralianBurls
Burls from Australia

Bell Forest  
Figured and Exotic woods

Big Monk Lumber
Exotic woods

Century Tree Turnings
Woodturning blanks

Got Wood?
Source of Wood turning blanks 
from Piedmont area of South 
Carolina

Hardwoods Incorporated
Specialty Hardwoods

North Woods
Figured Wood from Northwest 
Oregon

Two Tree Boyz Wood
Selling locally harvested green 
wood
Contact Elizabeth Ross at 
twotreeboyz@yahoo.com

Woodturning Resources

Hartville Tool
Discount Program

The Hartville Tool discount 
program offers GAW club 
members a 15% discount on 
thousands of woodworking 
items (some restrictions 
apply). You may sign up by 
sending your name, address 
and email to gawoodturners@
gawoodturner.org and state 
that you wish to be added to 
the Hartville list. 

Closing

The opinions expressed in this monthly newsletter of the Georgia Association of Wood-
turners, do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW. Woodturning 
Schools and Instructors listed in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the 
GAW, but are made available to the GAW members and others as a convenience only.

Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any 
officer through the contact information in this newsletter, on our website’s contact web-
page. 

GAW Club members 
can get 15% discount on 
website wood purchases 
from North Woods. 
Use coupon code 
“WOODTURNERS” at 
checkout.

http://www.woodturner.org
http://www.woodturner.org
http://www.beartoothwoods.com
http://bestwoodtools.stores.yahoo.net/index.html
http://www.woodturnerscatalog.com
http://craftid.com
http://www.earthswatch.com/index.php
https://sites.google.com/a/sarasotawoodturners.com/sarasotawoodturners/member-gall/franck
https://sites.google.com/a/sarasotawoodturners.com/sarasotawoodturners/member-gall/franck
http://www.geigerssolutions.com
http://www.woodworkingshop.com
http://www.hartvilletool.com/
http://www.highlandwoodworking.com
http://www.hunterwoodturningtool.com
http://www.hutproducts.com
http://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/John_Jordan_Woodturning/Tools_and_More.html
http://www.johnjordanwoodturning.com/John_Jordan_Woodturning/Tools_and_More.html
http://jtturningtools.com
https://www.lylejamieson.com/cart/shop.asp
http://www.oneway.ca
http://www.packardwoodworks.com
http://www.ptreeusa.com
http://www.ptreeusa.com
http://www.pennstateind.com
http://www.rockler.com/retail/stores/ga/sandy-springs-store
http://www.ronbrownsbest.com
http://thesandingglove.com/default.asp
http://nilesbottlestoppers.com
http://www.thompsonlathetools.com/products.asp
http://vinceswoodnwonders.com
http://www.woodcraft.com
http://woodturnerswonders.com
http://www.woodturningz.com
http://www.morewoodturningmagazine.com
http://www.thegmcgroup.com/pc/viewCategories.asp?idCategory=695
http://www.woodmagazine.com/
https://aaw.site-ym.com/default.asp?page=AAWVideo
http://woodturningvideos.weebly.com
https://www.youtube.com/user/mpax356
https://www.youtube.com/user/mpax356
http://australianburls.com
https://www.bellforestproducts.com
http://www.bigmonklumber.com/index.html
http://www.centurytreeturnings.com/#
http://www.turningblanks.net/servlet/StoreFront
http://www.hardwoodweb.com/distribution/html/HWWStoreAtlanta.html
http://www.nwfiguredwoods.com
http://www.nwfiguredwoods.com
http://www.2treeboyz.com
mailto:gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org
mailto:gawoodturners@gawoodturner.org
http://www.gawoodturner.com/contact.shtml
http://www.gawoodturner.com/contact.shtml
http://www.nwfiguredwoods.com
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