GAWoodturners
The Georgia Association of Woodturners

The Georgia Association of Woodturners
(GAW) is a chapter of the American
Association of Woodturners (AAW),
dedicated to providing education,
information and organization to those
interested in woodturning. GAW serves
those in the metro-Atlanta area. Click here
to follow us on Facebook.
Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 pm at the Ga Tech Digital
Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta Street
Atlanta, GA 30318 near I-75 and North
Ave. Click here for a map and directions.
Parking is at the Lab, and across the street
from Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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President's Message
Hello everyone!
They call these the "lazy days of summer"
for a reason, it is so darned hot that you
can hardly make yourself go outside. I keep
looking at the weeds growing down by my
creek and just tell myself that it is too hot
to go out there and work. Thankfully my
shop has AC. If I could just stop practicing
napping I would get out there and get to
work!
So what's up! Well Steve Pritchard is
getting the program together for the visually
impaired turners. He spent a couple weeks
at John C. Campbell but is home now and
beginning to call for the volunteers to get
busy.
We are beginning the work on our next
symposium in 2017. Steve Mellott is the
chairperson in charge of getting this to come
together. He is so organized that I doubt we
will have any problems at all but as always, we
still need you to help make this happen. As
the time grows closer we will have opportunities for everyone to pitch in. Did you notice I
did not use that ugly word "volunteer"?
Please consider participating in the Empty
Bowls Project. All you need do is bring a
bowl or two or three to either the August or
September meeting. Donated bowls will be
sold from a booth at the September Home
Show and the proceeds donated to "Variety
- The Children's Charity." Variety provides
equipment for disabled
children to enable
them to live full lives.
Your contribution will
go to the local Georgia
chapter and directly
benefit children here
in Georgia. These are
children who really need your help. For more
information about Variety, click here. So if
it is in your heart to bring a bowl to help a
child get a much needed piece of equipment, I
know it would be very much appreciated.

Our new program chairs for GAW are Betty
Fugate and Charlie Levan. They are working
together with a person from the South Metro
Club to get everyone lined up. They have met
with Ron and Harvey so they are learning the
ropes.
Don't forget that the Georgia National Fair
is coming up and
that the entry forms
must be sent to
them on September
1 or earlier. Pieces
need to be there on
September 10. See
page 3 for more
details.
Also we are having a Girls Turning Weekend
in Ellijay at the Apple Ridge Woodturners
Fire Station on October 1 and 2. This event is
sponsored by Women in Turning and is open
to all interested turners, novices are welcome.
Any women who have not signed on to the
WIT Facebook page are encouraged to send
a friends request so that you can obtain first
hand information about events designed for
women. I will be happy to send the details to
anyone interested. Space is limited and we
are filling up fast. send inquiries to: schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net .
One of our members, Larry Bisbee has been
recovering at Emory Hospital from an heart
valve replacement. He is doing well according
to his wife JoAnn. I am sure he would
appreciate cards and calls.
I hope that everyone has had a wonderful
summer! School started on August 5 for my
daughter and I am very happy I will no longer
hear those famous words "I'm bored." It is
time to focus on getting everything ready for
the Holiday show season. I will not have time
to say "I'm bored".
Be safe and enjoy turning and do something
outlandish, just for fun!
Peg

Upcoming and Recent Events
Monthly Meeting Events and Demonstrations
On August 18, 2016, our demonstrator will be our very own Peggy Schmid
Peg will turn a small platter with texture and will use an airbrush to show how color affects the appearance of the texture . This
demo discusses the use of color and how to understand why some colors work together and others do not.
Peg is well known to all of us, but you may still learn a little about her background from the biographical information on her
website. Did you know that she has a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Sculpture from the Atlanta College of Art in 1990 ( now the
Savannah College of Art and Design)? Here's Peg's artist statement from her website:
As a sculptor, I began working in wood during my college days and found the texture, versatility, and aroma
almost hypnotic. I love creating platters and bowls with an enhanced rim and texture design. In the past few
years I have been working with faux metal paint techniques that enhance the terxtural elements in my pieces.
It is often difficult for the untrained eye to detect the difference between the faux and a real metal surface.
Hollow forms are also a favorite subject in my work. I carve and texture these pieces and experiment with
surface embellishments using a variety of texturing tools. Often, tools for texturing are produced from
broken or damaged tools in my shop.
As a wood artist I truely love making turned art. Unlike working in the typical office environment, I can
look around at the end of the day and see that my time has been spent creating something satisfying and
beautiful. This gives me great joy and I hope that I can share that with you.
Here are a few examples of Peg's work.

On September 15, 2016 our demonstrator will be Dan Douthart.
A complete list of upcoming demonstrations is on the calendar of events.

GAW Hands-On Workshops
Hands-On Workshops are one of the terrific benefits of GAW membership. Each year GAW sponsors a number

of Hands-On Workshops. The workshops are a wonderful way to gain new skills or to sharpen your technique. As a rule, the
opportunity to sign up for a workshop is offered to GAW members first and the price for GAW members is almost always
discounted. Although there are no Hands-on Workshops that are currently scheduled, keep your eye on your email for announcements and remember to sign up early. The limited number of spaces often go quickly.
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Georgia National Fair
October 6 - 16, 2016
Perry, Georgia

Exhibition and Competition
The time is drawing near to finish projects for the Georgia National Fair. Click here for the rules to enter your work.
Important dates:
•
•
•

September 1st - Entry forms with fees and images are due. Click here for the entry form.
September 9 - 10 - Exhibits will be received at the Miller-Murphy-Howard building at the fair grounds.
October 18 - Pick up your work

Entries will be judged by Al Stirt.
The Fair provides club members with the opportunity to
submit woodturnings for display and competition at the
annual state fair. The woodturnings are judged in one of
six categories: Bowls; Decorative; Functional; Hollow
Forms; Plates and Platters; and Segmented.
Awards are given for best in show, people’s choice, merit
awards and first through third place in each category.
Several of the awards include monetary prizes. Last year
a number of our club members were recognized with
awards and monetary prizes.

In addition, this year at the Georgia

National Fair there will be a special display of

Beads of Courage Boxes.

The Beads of Courage Competition is
separate from the Wood Turning competition
and is open to woodturners, wood carvers,
and woodworkers.
There is no entry fee and no limit to the number of entries per
person. To encourage entries, there are awards for the exhibitor with
the most entries and for the club with the most entries (exhibitors
must indicate their club name when they enter). To indicate club
name, just write in "Georgia Association of Woodturners"
in the empty space under the phone number.

Docents Needed
Volunteer to be a docent at Georgia National Fair for the woodturning
display. Talk to fair attendees about woodturning and encourage them
to vote for their favorite piece.
Nicholas Deal with the Middle Georgia Woodturners is coordinating
the docents this year. Click here to look at the volunteer list and
pick the day and time you would like to work. Then send an email
to Nicholas at GNF-Docent@MiddleGeorgiaWoodturners.com to
volunteer with the following information. Be sure to include the
following infomation: Name, Phone, Email, Physical address to snail
mail the tickets, and the Date and Time Slot wanted.
Volunteer docents will receive: 2 free day tickets to the fair and free
VIP parking in front of the Fine Arts building.
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Beads of Courage boxes can be registered online, or you can
use the General Entry Form (located in the same section as
the Wood Turning Form).
Beads of Courage boxes can be turned in during receiving
for any of the above mentioned departments (Sept. 9-10
for Wood Turning, Sept. 16-17 for Wood Carving, Sept.
23-24 for Woodworking). So, if you need a little extra time
to finish Beads of Courage Boxes, you can bring them in or
mail them in to arrive by Sept. 24. But your regular Wood
Turning entries must be here by Sept. 10.
Beads of Courage awards (first through third place) will
be awarded by people’s choice ballot (1st Place - $150; 2nd
Place - $100 and 3rd Place - $50). This will be a totally
separate award from the Wood Turning People’s Choice.

GAW Newsletter - August 2016

Woodturning School at
the Center for the Visually Impaired
Steve Pritchard is looking for several GAW members to help teach turning to clients of the Center for the Visually
Impaired in downtown Atlanta.
Some background from Steve for those who are unfamiliar with this program:
Andi Sullivan, who is blind and lives in south Florida, learned to make pens a
couple of years before the 2013 AAW Tampa symposium. The empowerment
stemming from doing something she would never have thought she could do led
her to begin a project that has created pen turning schools for the visually impaired
wherever the AAW has held a symposium. To date, there are operating schools in
Tampa, Phoenix, Pittsburgh and now it’s our turn to start one in Atlanta.
A number of companies have donated equipment including a Jet Mini Lathe, tools,
a face shield, a pen mandrel etc. for a basic pen turning station. Now it’s up to us to
get the school up and running.
Teaching blind or visually impaired people to turn may sound a little crazy but it
can be done. The empowerment this project can build in the Center’s clients will
literally change lives. Andi has examples of people who have gone on to start their
own businesses as a direct result of the confidence they gained through learning to
turn.
You may be wondering what will be involved. Activities will include, prepping
pen blanks ahead of time (we will be using "one piece" pens at least to begin with),
helping clients to turn their pens and helping with pen assembly. Even if you have
never turned a pen before, you can help out. We will probably be scheduling clients once or twice a month and only
one or two people need to be on hand for any session, so the time requirements for any individual should be reasonable.
So, if you would be interested in helping with this project, please click here to email Steve.
Thank you,
Steve Pritchard

GAW Membership
Joining is simple and inexpensive ($25 individual membership or $30 for
family membership). You can join or renew your membership on-line here,
pay our treasurer, Dan Douthart, by cash, check or credit card at the next
meeting. Or you can mail your check to:
Dan Douthart
1274 Elk Ter.
Lilburn, GA 30047
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July Instant Gallery
Eugene Hertzler

Cherry Burl, Natural edge bowl; Wipe on varnish; buffed

Jack Morse

Maple Burl vase with Ebony Foot; Wipe on Varnish;
buffed

Frank Bowers
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Balsa Wood; Bullet box; Bronze
paint; Silver Rub and Buff; Jack does
not recommend using balsa for
turning projects

Kim Muthersbough

Informal Bowl; Red Maple from neighbor's tree;
Twice turned from green wood, it dried very oval
and the finish turning left a bowl that was thinner
than originally planned.
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Mimosa Natural Edge Bowl; Frank obtained the Mimosa
wood from Elisabeth Ross; He went from a piece of green
wood to a dried and finished turning in 10 days using the
alcohol drying method.

Peg Schmid

Sycamore bowl; Made in response to Michael
Hosaluk's "thin challenge" at the June meeting;
Krylon Spray finish
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Wes Jones

Castanet Salt & Pepper Shakers; Maple and
Walnut;
Walnut bowl; Embellished with divots in "Honeycomb" pattern cut with a
ball nose router bit

Big Leaf Maple Burl Bowl; Bowl dyed red; Epoxy finish

"Kelp Forest" - Bradford Pear Vase;
Gold Leaf and Patina; Spray Acrylic
finish

Two Oak Burl Bowls; Walnut Oil Finish
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Balsa Wood
Jack Morse brought a "Bullet box" made from Balsa to the last meeting. Balsa is native to Central
and South America; most of the commercial production comes from Equador. Balsa trees grow
very fast. Six months after germination a balsa tree will typically be 1 1/2" in diameter and 10 12 feet tall. In 6 to 10 years, the tree is ready to be harvested having reached a height of approximately 60 - 90 feet.
Many of us have probably had experience using balsa to make model airplanes. Other common
uses are surfboards, model bridge and building tests, and "breakaway" wooden props such as
tables and chairs used in theatrical productions or movies.
The first characteristic you notice about Balsa is how light it is. It is not, however, the lightest
wood in the world. But it is the lightest wood that also has significant structural strength. In fact,
for its weight it is considered to be pound-for-pound stronger than oak or hickory. Interestingly,
the cell structure of a living balsa tree is filled with water with the result that a freshly cut balsa
tree is extremely heavy and barely able to float in water. Kiln drying removes the water leaving
the cells hollow and lightweight.
Balsa was famously used in the de Havilland Mosquito a British World War II combat aircraft,
often referred to as "The Wooden Wonder." Much of the body of the plane was made from plywood consisting of birch wood with a balsa wood
core that was only 7/16" thick. At the time that the Mosquito went into production, it was one of the fastest aircraft in the world. It was initially
used primarily for high-altitude photo-reconnaissance, but it was successfully adapted and used effectively as a high speed bomber and involved in
numerous missions during the war such as the bombing of Gestapo Headquarters in Denmark in March 1945.

Instant Gallery Woods
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.

Acacia
African Blackwood
Albizia Lebbeck
Apple
Ash
Ash, White
Aspen
Australian Brown Mallee
Australian Pine
Australian Red Morrell
Australian Yellow Box
Australian White Top Burl
Balsa
Beech
Birch, Masur
Birch, River
Birch, Sweet
Blackwood
Blackwood, African
Bloodwood
Box Elder
Buckeye
Bulbinga
Camphor
Canarywood
Cape Beech
Cedar
Chakte Viga
Cherry
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109 different woods have been used in instant gallery items,
going back to January 2014. The new wood for July was Balsa.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44.
45.
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
51.
52.
53.
54.
55.
56.

Cherry, Yashino
Chinese Chestnut
Chinese Privet
Cedar, Spanish
Chinaberry
Cocobolo
Costello
Cryptomeria
Dogwood
Ebony
Elm
Eucalyptus
Hickory
Holly
Hop-hornbeam
Ironwood
Ironwood, Southern
Juniper
Katalox
Kingwood
Koa
Lignum Vitae
Locust
Madrone
Magnolia
Mahogany
Mahogany, Cuban

57.
58.
59.
60.
61.
62.
63.
64.
65.
66.
67.
68.
69.
70.
71.
72.
73.
74.
75.
76.
77.
78.
79.
80.
81.
82.
83.

Makore
Maple, (Ambrosia)
Maple, (Birdseye)
Maple, Big Leaf
Maple, Red
Maple, Hard
Maple, Soft
Mesquite
Mimosa
Monkeypod
Movingui
Mulberry
Nara
Oak
Oak, English Brown
Oak, Live
Oak, Post
Oak, Red
Oak, Water
Oak, White
Orange Agate
Osage Orange
Paduak
Paulownia
Pear
Pear, Bradford
Pear, Bartlett

84. Pecan
85. Pine
86. Pine, Eastern White
87. Pine, Norfolk Island
88. Plum
89. Poplar
90. Purpleheart
91. Redbud
92. Rosewood
93. Rosewood, Yucatan
94. Sapele
95. Satinwood, Nigerian
96. Sourwood
97. Sweet Gum
98. Sycamore
99. Sycamore, English
100. Tagua Nut
101. Tasmanian Rose Myrtle
102. Teak
103. Tulip Poplar
104. Tulipwood
105. Walnut
106. Walnut, Brazilian
107. Walnut, Claro
108. Wenge
109. Yellowheart
Not counting “Unknown
Wood” and “Unknown Burl”

GAW Newsletter - August 2016

Dennis Paullus Demonstration

Dennis demonstrated his threaded boxes and his so-called "secret boxes." Here he is holding one of his acorn boxes and revealing the
interior to which he applied a metal gild.

Dennis demonstrated his treading jig which he built using a mini-lathe. He discussed this jig as
an alternative to expensive systems sold by Bonnie Klein or the Baxter Thread Master.

Dennis demonstrated his "secret" boxes in which a box is hidden inside a turned cylinder. In the picture on the left, the line where the
box breaks is invisible. He splits the cylinder and hollows the inside. Then he reassembles the cylinder and embellishes the exterior in
order to hide the point of separation. With a simple twist the box opens revealing a gilded interior space in which to hide valuables.
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Calendar of Events

Date
Upcoming Events
2016

Name

Event

Location

August 18, 2016

Peggy Schmid

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

September 15, 2016

Dan Douthart

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

Georgia National Fair

Perry, GA

October 6 - 16, 2016
October 20, 2016

TBD

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

November 17, 2016

Nick Cook

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

GAW Annual Holiday Party

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

December 15, 2016

2017
January 19, 2017
February 16, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

March 16, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

April 20, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

May 18, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

June 15, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

GAW Officers and Directors

Name, Position

Phone

Email address

Peg Schmid, President

678-947-4562

pres@gawoodturner.com

Steve Mellott, Vice President

404-642-3222

vp@gawoodturner.org

Dan Douthart, Treasurer

770-985-2564

treasurer@gawoodturner.org

Kim Muthersbough, Secretary

770-271-8871

secretary@gawoodturner.org

Charlie Levan, Member at Large

770-974-0551

board1@gawoodturner.org

John Rudert, Member at Large

770-446-1428

board2@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Past President

770-947-3457

board3@gawoodturner.org

Steve Mellott, Symposium Chair

404-642-3222

symposium@gawoodturner.org

Ron Britton and Harvey Meyer, Program Chair- 770-253-0882 (Ron)
men
678-261-7722 (Harvey)

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman

404-352-2946

scholarships@gawoodturner.org

Frank Bowers, Librarian

404-292-1107

fcbowr@aol.com

Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor

404-377-3140

editor@gawoodturner.org

Nick Cook, Advisor

770-421-1212

advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster

770-947-3457

webmaster@gawoodturner.org

Editor’s Note
Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the Newsletter. Each month I look for

some little additional content for the newsletter I welcome your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites,
items for sale or exchange, etc. And if you see something humorous that has a woodturning or woodworking connection, pass it
along. You can reach me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140).
Thanks,
Bob Lough
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Woodturning Instruction
The following GAW club members give private
woodturning instruction in their own shops.
Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers

fcbowr@aol.com

404-292-1107

Phil Colson

woodturnerphil@gmail.com

404-518-4925

Nick Cook

nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com

770-421-1212

Michael Gibson

www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com

404-803-1438

Wes Jones

wwjones@comcast.net

770-972-6803

Steve Pritchard

steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com

770-947-3457

Jack Morse

johnmorse@bellsouth.net

770-316-7941

Peggy Schmid

schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net

678-947-4562

Mark Sillay

marksillay@me.com

404-556-1736

Woodturning Schools
in the Southeast
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts.
Check out their websites to see the scheduled
course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School
The 2016 course catalogue is now available online
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts
Course descriptions for the 2016 classes are now
on-line

DVD andVideo Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has instructional VHS
and DVD videos available for rental
before each GAW meeting. A partial
listing of the videos is on the GAW website
here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs.
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are limited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00
per month will be assessed for each item not
returned on time. New titles are being added frequently so come early to the meeting and check
out a video.

Highland Woodworking
Appalachian Center for Craft
Woodcraft of Atlanta
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Woodturning Resources
American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Tools and
Supplies
Bear Tooth Woods
Specialty pen kits

Hunter Tool Systems
Carbide woodturning tools
Hut Products
Woodturning tools, supplies
John Jordan Woodturning
Woodturning tools and more

equipment
SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
Stainless steel bottle stoppers
Thompson Lathe Tools
High quality steel woodturning
tools

Mike Peace’s Woodturning YouTube Channel
Mike adds new woodturning
videos each week

Vinces WoodNWonders
Sanding products

Wood Sources

Best Wood Tools
Specialized woodturning tools

JT Turning Tools
Woodturning tools & accessories

Craft Supply
Woodturning Supplies

Lyle Jamieson Tools
Hollowing tools

Craft ID
Signature medallions

OneWay Manufacturing
Lathes and accessories

Woodturningz
Pen kits and woodturning
supplies

Packard
Woodturning Supplies

Magazines

Peachtree Woodworking
Supply
Turning and carving tools,
supplies

More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine

Earth’s Watch
Wooden jewelry and watches
Franck Johannesen
Woodturning
Geiger’s Solutions
Robust Lathes and accessories
Klingspor
Abrasives and woodturning
supplies
Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW
members
Highland Woodworking
Woodworking tools, supplies

Hartville Tool
Discount Program
The Hartville Tool discount
program offers GAW club
members a 15% discount on
regularly priced woodworking
items (some restrictions
apply), plus free ground
shipping. You are entitled
to this discount if you are a
member of GAW in good
standing. Steve Pritchard sent
in the entire membership
roster, so are signed up if you
paid your dues on time.
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Penn State
Woodturning tools, supplies
Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware
Ron Brown’s Best
Woodturning tools and videos
Sanding Glove
Abrasives and sanding

Woodturning Videos
Excellent woodturning videos

Woodcraft of Atlanta
Woodworking and Hardware
Woodturners Wonders
Lathe lamps & CBN wheels

Woodturning
The British woodturning
magazine

AustralianBurls
Burls from Australia
Bell Forest
Figured and Exotic woods
Big Monk Lumber
Exotic woods
Century Tree Turnings
Woodturning blanks
Got Wood?
Source of Wood turning blanks
from Piedmont area of South
Carolina
Hardwoods Incorporated
Specialty Hardwoods

Wood magazine Forum
www.woodmagazine.com
Q & A on Woodturning

North Woods
Figured Wood from Northwest
Oregon

Websites

Two Tree Boyz Wood
Selling locally harvested green
wood
Contact Elizabeth Ross at
twotreeboyz@yahoo.com

AAW Video Library
AAW's growing collection of
instructional videos

GAW Club members
can get 15% discount on
website wood purchases
from North Woods.
Use coupon code
“WOODTURNERS” at
checkout.

Closing
The opinions expressed in this monthly newsletter of the Georgia Association of Woodturners, do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW. Woodturning
Schools and Instructors listed in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the
GAW, but are made available to the GAW members and others as a convenience only.
Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any
officer through the contact information in this newsletter, on our website’s contact webpage.
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