GAWoodturners
The Georgia Association of Woodturners

The Georgia Association of Woodturners
(GAW) is a chapter of the American Association of Woodturners (AAW), dedicated
to providing education, information
and organization to those interested in
woodturning. GAW serves those in the
metro-Atlanta area. Click here to follow us
on Facebook.
Meeting Date and Time:
We meet on the third Thursday of each
month at 6:30 pm at the Ga Tech Digital
Fabrication Lab at 676 Marietta Street
Atlanta, GA 30318 near I-75 and North Ave.
Click here for a map and directions. Parking
is at the Lab, and across the street from
Randall Brothers.
Meetings are open to all.
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President's Message
Hello Everyone!

this is the position you want to have.

The new year has begun and I am just
thawed enough to start the new adventure
as president of GAW. As you all likely know,
Peggy’s sister is ill and requires her time
and support so she needed to step down as
president. Let’s all wish Peggy and her sister
well and thank Peggy for her hard work last
year. Especially since we provide exceptional
efforts for the 2017 AAW symposium. I hold
all of you in great respect for your abilities
and contributions to the Art of woodturning
and hope to help the club maintain it’s full
potential.

You might just as well block off the entire
Month of March just for Fun. After all
the 2017 Southern States Woodturning
Symposium at the Clarence Brown Conference Center in Cartersville, GA, is March 10
– 12. Then the American Craft Council will
be at the Cobb Galleria March 17,18 and 19
and we wrap up March 31 to April 2 at The
Wood Working Shows - Atlanta which is
also at the Cobb Galleria this year. As usual,
we have an opportunity to demonstrate at the
American Craft Council over the weekend.
Our booth at the Woodworking show had a
lot of interest and we got really good
feedback from the people that helped turn
pens. Please save these dates because we
really need the help.

Our December Christmas gathering was a
fun evening with good food and drink and of
course fellowship. The gift exchange included
some items from our top talent and I had
some pieces in there as well. These items
are featured later in this newsletter. Thank
you Bob for your excellent photography and
continued work on the newsletter.
Perhaps our biggest event of the year will be
the Turning Southern Style Symposium
Sept 15 to 17. Steve Mellott has this well
planed with Glenn Lucas, Beth Ireland and
Pascal Oudet as featured demonstrators. This
is an important event and we ask all of you
to attend and help out with the symposium.
Helping to make it a success is actually a lot
of fun. Steve will have more information for
all of us in this and future newsletters.
Our club’s monthly demonstration program,
along with the hands on classes are opportunities to learn and be entertained by some
of the best in the craft. This year’s program
chair is Steve Mellot and he has nearly the
whole year filled with a great program that
kicks off with Mike Sorge in January. While
Steve is the the program chair, he will need
help in executing the program, so please help
when he asks. Also please consider taking
this job on for 2018. This is one of the most
important jobs in the club and we will need a
new chair for the next year. If you would like
to meet and talk to a lot of great turners, then

Thinking back about some of the first GAW
meetings that I attended, I remember leaving
the meeting just blown away with how cool
that stuff was. You actually turn a hat?, you
can see the light through the wood?, you
wear that thing? Or thinking, oh that’s how
you do that, I’m going home to try that. Or
maybe, it’s just wow I’m not going to do that
but is still was interesting and I can use that
little trick l learned. I hope that everybody
that attends our meetings can leave with
something that they value either from the
demos or the fellowship. I know that is a
difficult goal because we have seen a lot over
the years and it is difficult to find something
“new”. So I would encourage everybody to
bring someone with a fresh eye to wonder at
the things we do. Perhaps you know someone
that is near retirement and needs a hobby or
an artist that needs a new medium. Maybe
someone is wasting their time golfing or
fishing, they definitely need help in finding a
new hobby.
Finally, It is my pleasure to serve as President
and look forward to fun year of turning. I
would ask for your support.
Charlie Levan

Upcoming and Recent Events
Monthly Meeting Events and Demonstrations

January 19, 2015 - our

demonstrator will be Mike Sorge.
Mike is a master of "Big Air
Geometric Bowls & Boxes."

On February 16, 2016, our demonstrator will be Donna Banfield.
Donna is very skilled at using both air brushing and pyro engraving to embellish her turned items. At the February meeting, she
can structure her demonstration to focus on any of the following 3 topics:
• Air Brushing
• Pyro Engraving
• Both Air Brushing and Pyro Engraving (Good overview of both, maybe not as deep in detail.)
At the January meeting, we will be asking you which of these 3 demonstrations you would like to see in February. Please review
the images of Donna's work and give it some thought.

GAW Hands-On Workshops
Hands-On Workshops are one of the terrific
benefits of GAW membership. The workshops
are a wonderful way to gain new skills or to sharpen
your technique. The first Hands-On Workshop in 2017
will be in January. Here are the details:

Who: Mike Sorge, a woodturner from the Blue Ridge
Mountains of Virginia, who is known for his "Big Air"
Geometric Bowls and Boxes.
What: Mike will teach you how to turn triangular,
diamond, or square shallow bowls. You'll gain the skill of
turning pieces that require you to also turn a lot of "air."
When: Wednesday, January 18, 2017, 9:15 am to 4:15 pm
(arrive early, the class will begin on time)
Where: Woodcraft, 8560 Holcomb Bridge Road, Suite 115, Alpharetta, GA 30022
How Much: $45 for GAW members; $90 for everyone else (It's really an advantage to be a GAW member).
A second workshop is already in the works for August with Eric Lofstrom.
As a rule, the opportunity to sign up for a workshop is offered to GAW members first and the price for GAW members is
almost always discounted. Keep your eye on your email for announcements and remember to sign up early. The limited number
of spaces often go quickly.
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The 2017 GAW Symposium
“Turning Southern Style”

September 15 - 17, 2017
Northwest Georgia Trade and Convention Centern
Dalton, GA
Symposium Update
Did you know the Turning Southern Style symposium benefits a number of different people? For example:
• The people who attend the symposium: They get to see some great demos,
see some new ideas in the Instant Gallery, get to see some new tools in the
Vendor Area and get to share some camaraderie with a couple hundred other
woodturners.
• GAW members who attend the monthly GAW meetings: A significant
portion of the demonstrator cost is paid with proceeds from the symposium.
(Annual dues only cover part of the overall cost.)
• GAW members who attend the day long workshops which the Club
holds throughout the year: A significant part of each workshop cost is
subsidized with proceeds from the symposium.
• GAW members who receive GAW scholarships to John C. Campbell,
Arrowmont and other schools: These scholarships are funded with proceeds
from the symposium.

Featured Demonstrators
•
Glenn Lucas
•
Pascal Oudet
•
Beth Ireland
Guest Demonstrators
•
Nick Cook
•
Harvey Meyer
•
Joe Ruminski
Click on the demonstrators' names to
link to their websites.

Since the symposium benefits every GAW member, I think every GAW member should make some sort of contribution to the
symposium’s success. Throughout the year, I will be looking for volunteers to help with specific symposium activities. Several volunteer
opportunities will be large and several will be small. This month, I am asking for the following:
• Donate something for the auction. If you own a time share, would you be willing to
donate a week or a weekend to be auctioned at the symposium? If so, please let me know. Not
only will this help us raise funds, but it will also give you a tax deduction. (GAW is a qualified
501(c) 3 organization.
• Help publicize the symposium. Do you have a Facebook page, a website or a blogspot?
If so, let me know and I will periodically give you short announcements (1-2 sentences) to
include on your site. This is a communications area we’ve missed in prior years and I think it
can really help us get the word out.
That’s it for this month. As usual, if you have any questions, please let me know. Thank you.
Steve Mellott
srmellott@hotmail.com

GAW Membership - It's time to Renew Your Membership
Do it now before you lose your membership benefits
It is that time of the year again. Have you renewed your GAW dues for 2017. Dues are cheap - just $25 for an
individual or $30 for a family membership. You can pay at the meeting with cash, check or credit card. You
can also pay via our web site. If you pay by cash or check GAW gets to keep more of the money. Credit card
fees cost the club over $100 for the past 12 months.
So, consider paying Dan Douthart at the next meeting by cash or check. Or you can send your payment to
Dan at this address:
Dan Douthart
1274 Elk Ter.
Lilburn, GA 30047
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Location: Oconee Cultural Arts Foundation Main Gallery
		
34 School St.
		
Watkinsville GA 30677
Opening Reception: January 20, 2017, 6-8pm
Continues: Tuesday - Saturday, 10am-4pm through February 17
The Southeast is home to some of the finest wood artists and craftsmen in the
country. OCAF is mounting a significant show featuring the works of over 35 of
the region’s most talented woodworkers. Furniture makers, wood turners, and fine
artists will be displaying one-of-a-kind pieces made from exotic woods and veneers,
reclaimed lumber, natural edge slabs, and even twigs and bark.
Work by GAW members, including Harvey Meyer, Steve Pritchard and Nick Cook and by former GAW member
Michael Gibson will be featured.

Early Registration has been extended to January 31. register soon to get your free t-shirt and reserve your spot for
another great conference!
The 2017 Southern States Woodturning Symposium will be held at the Clarence Brown Conference Center in Cartersville, GA, March 10 – 12, 2017.
Featured demonstrators will be Stuart Moritmer, Dixie Biggs, Dennis Pallus and Windsor chair maker, Greg
Pennington. Also demonstrating: Robert Lyon, Nick Cook, Steve Cook and Peggy Schmid. There will be an instant
gallery, trade show, and auction.
Host hotel will be Home2 Suites, 1320 E. Main Street, Cartersville, GA 30121. A link to the web site for the host hotel is
available on our web site.
To Register and for more information visit: www.southernstatessymposium.org or call Nick Cook at 770 421-1212.
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December Christmas Party

What could have been more appropriate? The first gift drawn was two Christmas ornaments from Peg Schmid, the outgoing
president, to the incoming president, Charlie Levan.

Jeff Barnes got a pen made by
Michael Hare

Two lucky people got Ornaments with black finials by
Harvey Meyer

John Rudert got a Natural Edge Bowl that Tony Raffalovich turned.

Tony Raffalovich
got this segmented
ornament made by
John Rudert
Elisabeth Ross got an Urchin Shell Ornament from Danny McCravy
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Steve Pritchard got a Bolt Action Pen from Ken Slaughter

Jack Morse and Dan Douthart each got a cute turned mouse by Steve Pritchard
Harvey Meyer got this
ornament made by
Dan Douthart

Wes Jones and Bob Lough got ornaments
from Eugene Hertzler
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Eugene Hertzler
got a Birdhouse
ornament from
Charlie Levan

Mike Hare got this
ornament from
Elisabeth Ross,
which was made
by Johnny Tolley
(from Texas).

Ken Slaughter
received this
pen with a
stand made by
Jack Morse

Peg Schmid received a natural edge Oak bowl and Christmas
toffee made by Bob Lough

Alex Ross
received a
Birdhouse
ornament made
by Charlie Levan

Kate Meyer received this Christmas ornament
made by Dan Douthart
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Ken Rizza opened this gift from Jim Hardy a wine bottle coaster.

Ken Rizza gifted
this Ultimate
Sanding System
- 2" and 3"

Jean Douthart
received this
ornament from
Elisabeth Ross.
Johnny Tolly,
a woodturner
from Texas,
made the
ornament.

Steve Pritchard got
this ornament made
by Jeff Barnes

Mike Peace got
this ornament
with a stand made
by Wes Jones

Jane McCravy got
this hollow form
vase made by Mike
Peace
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Date

Calendar of Events

Name

Event

Location

January 18, 2017

Mike Sorge

Hands-On Workshop

Woodcraft Atlanta

January 19, 2017

Mike Sorge

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

January 20, 2017 Continuing through
February 17, 2017

Wood Works - Regional Exhibition
Oconee Cultural Arts Foundation

January 27-28, 2017

Tennessee Woodturning Symposium

February 16, 2017

Donna Banfield

GAW Monthly Meeting

Clarence Brown Conference Center,
Cartersville, GA

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

March 17 - 19, 2017

American Craft Council

Cobb Galleria

March 31 - April 2

The Wood Working Shows - Atlanta

Cobb Galleria

March 16, 2017

Rudy Lopez

Franklin, TN
Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

Southern States Woodturning Symposium

March 10 -12, 2017

OCAF Main Gallery
34 School Street, Watkinsville, GA

Jamie Donaldson

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

May 18, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

June 15, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

July 20, 2017

GAW Monthly Meeting

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

April 20, 2017

August 16, 2017

Eric Lofstrom

Hands-On Workshop

August 17, 2017

Eric Lofstrom

GAW Monthly Meeting

Turning Southern Style Symposium

Sept. 19 - 21, 2017
November 16, 2017

Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

Mark Sillay

GAW Monthly Meeting

Dalton Convention Center
Ga Tech Digital Fabrication Lab

GAW Officers and Directors

Name, Position

Phone

Email address

Charlie Levan, President

770-974-0551

pres@gawoodturner.com

Jeff Barnes, Vice President

678-372-4031

vp@gawoodturner.org

Dan Douthart, Treasurer

770-985-2564

treasurer@gawoodturner.org

Kim Muthersbough, Secretary

770-271-8871

secretary@gawoodturner.org

John Stewart, Member-at-Large

678-850-9585

board1@gawoodturner.org

John Rudert, Member at Large

770-446-1428

board2@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Past President

770-947-3457

board3@gawoodturner.org

Steve Mellott, Symposium Chair

404-642-3222

symposium@gawoodturner.org

Steve Mellott, Program Chair

404-642-3222

program_committee@gawoodturner.org

Harry Saunders, Scholarship Chairman

404-352-2946

scholarships@gawoodturner.org

Frank Bowers, Librarian

404-292-1107

fcbowr@aol.com

Bob Lough, Newsletter Editor

404-377-3140

editor@gawoodturner.org

Nick Cook, Advisor

770-421-1212

advisor@gawoodturner.org

Steve Pritchard, Webmaster

770-947-3457

webmaster@gawoodturner.org

Editor’s Note
Newsletter Content - Please let me know if you have any comments or suggestions for the Newsletter. Each month I look for some
little additional content for the newsletter I welcome your shop notes, safety tips, links to interesting woodturning websites, items for
sale or exchange, etc. And if you see something humorous that has a woodturning or woodworking connection, pass it along. You can
reach me via email (editor@gawoodturner.org, at the monthly meetings, or by phone (404-377-3140).

Bob Lough
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Woodturning Instruction
The following GAW club members give private
woodturning instruction in their own shops.
Contact them for more information.
Frank Bowers

fcbowr@aol.com

Stone Mountain

404-292-1107

Phil Colson

woodturnerphil@gmail.com

Atlanta

404-518-4925

Nick Cook

nickcook@earthlink.net
www.nickcookwoodturner.com

Marietta

770-421-1212

Michael Gibson

www.michaelgibsonwoodturner.com

Wes Jones

wwjones@comcast.net
wesjoneswoodturner.com

Lawrenceville

770-972-6803

Mike Peace

mailto:mtpeace@bellsouth.net

Suwanne

770-362-4308

Steve Pritchard

steve@stevepritchardwoodturning.com

Winston

770-947-3457

Jack Morse

johnmorse@bellsouth.net

Lawrenceville

770-316-7941

Peggy Schmid

schmidgodfrey@bellsouth.net

Cumming

678-947-4562

Mark Sillay

marksillay@me.com

Tucker

404-556-1736

Woodturning Schools
in the Southeast
The following schools in the Southeast offer classes in woodturning, as well as other arts and crafts.
Check out their websites to see the scheduled
course offerings.
John C. Campbell Folk School
The 2016 course catalogue is now available online
Arrowmont School of Arts & Crafts
Course descriptions for the 2016 classes are now
on-line

404-803-1438

DVD andVideo Tape Library
The Georgia Association of Woodturners (GAW) has instructional VHS
and DVD videos available for rental
before each GAW meeting. A partial
listing of the videos is on the GAW website
here. Only members may rent tapes and DVDs.
Rentals are $2.00 per month. Rentals are limited to 2 tapes or DVDs and the items must be
returned the following month. Late fees of $2.00
per month will be assessed for each item not
returned on time. New titles are being added frequently so come early to the meeting and check
out a video.

Highland Woodworking
Appalachian Center for Craft
Woodcraft of Atlanta
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Woodturning Resources
American Association of
Woodturners
Woodturning Association

Tools and
Supplies
Bear Tooth Woods
Specialty pen kits

Hunter Tool Systems
Carbide woodturning tools
Hut Products
Woodturning tools, supplies
John Jordan Woodturning
Woodturning tools and more

equipment
SS Niles Bottle Stoppers
Stainless steel bottle stoppers
Thompson Lathe Tools
High quality steel woodturning
tools

Mike Peace’s Woodturning YouTube Channel
Mike adds new woodturning
videos each week

Vinces WoodNWonders
Sanding products

Wood Sources

Best Wood Tools
Specialized woodturning tools

JT Turning Tools
Woodturning tools & accessories

Craft Supply
Woodturning Supplies

Lyle Jamieson Tools
Hollowing tools

Craft ID
Signature medallions

OneWay Manufacturing
Lathes and accessories

Woodturningz
Pen kits and woodturning
supplies

Packard
Woodturning Supplies

Magazines

Peachtree Woodworking
Supply
Turning and carving tools,
supplies

More Woodturning
Woodturning magazine

Earth’s Watch
Wooden jewelry and watches
Franck Johannesen
Woodturning
Geiger’s Solutions
Robust Lathes and accessories
Klingspor
Abrasives and woodturning
supplies
Hartville Tool
15% discount for GAW
members
Highland Woodworking
Woodworking tools, supplies

Hartville Tool
Discount Program
The Hartville Tool discount
program offers GAW club
members a 15% discount on
regularly priced woodworking
items (some restrictions
apply), plus free ground
shipping. You are entitled
to this discount if you are a
member of GAW in good
standing. Steve Pritchard sent
in the entire membership
roster, so are signed up if you
paid your dues on time.
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Penn State
Woodturning tools, supplies
Rockler
Woodworking and Hardware
Ron Brown’s Best
Woodturning tools and videos
Sanding Glove
Abrasives and sanding

Woodturning Videos
Excellent woodturning videos

Woodcraft of Atlanta
Woodworking and Hardware
Woodturners Wonders
Lathe lamps & CBN wheels

Woodturning
The British woodturning
magazine

AustralianBurls
Burls from Australia
Bell Forest
Figured and Exotic woods
Big Monk Lumber
Exotic woods
Century Tree Turnings
Woodturning blanks
Got Wood?
Source of Wood turning blanks
from Piedmont area of South
Carolina
Hardwoods Incorporated
Specialty Hardwoods

Wood magazine Forum
www.woodmagazine.com
Q & A on Woodturning

North Woods
Figured Wood from Northwest
Oregon

Websites

Two Tree Boyz Wood
Selling locally harvested green
wood
Contact Elizabeth Ross at
twotreeboyz@yahoo.com

AAW Video Library
AAW's growing collection of
instructional videos

GAW Club members
can get 15% discount on
website wood purchases
from North Woods.
Use coupon code
“WOODTURNERS” at
checkout.

Closing
The opinions expressed in this monthly newsletter of the Georgia Association of Woodturners, do not necessarily reflect those of the Editor, Officers, or the GAW. Woodturning
Schools and Instructors listed in this Newsletter are not recommended or endorsed by the
GAW, but are made available to the GAW members and others as a convenience only.
Your GAW questions, comments and suggestions are always welcome. You may contact any
officer through the contact information in this newsletter, on our website’s contact webpage.
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